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King receives goodwish 
cables from presidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday received a cable from Turkish President 
Suleiman Demirel in which he wished the King a 
speedy recovery. Also on Saturday, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, received a 
cable from President Alfa Omar Kenan of Mali wish- 
ing King Hussein continued good health and a speedy 
recovery. 
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Egypt to send emergency 
aid to southern Sudan 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt said Saturday it will send 
emergency medical and other humanitarian assistance 
to the southern Sudanese who are suffering from 
famine and the effects of their country's civil war. 
About $300,000 in aid will be distributed to the south- 
ern Sudanese in coordination with the U.N. -sponsored 
Operation Lifeline Sudan, the foreign ministry saiii 
The Egyptian announcement came as leaders of the 
northern and southern Sudanese opposition met in 
Cairo for the first time amid strong criticism from the 
Khartoum regime (See separate story on this page). 
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Parliamentary delegation visits 
Iran for first time in two decades 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jor- 
danian parliamentary dele- 
gation led by Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
Saturday began a four-day 
visit to Iran at the invita- 
tion of Iranian Parliament 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri. 

During the visit, the dele- 
gation will hold talks with 
Nateq-Nouri and other 
members of the Iranian 
parliament and will be 
received by Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
and other officials as well 
as by members of the Jor- 
danian -Irani an Parliamen- 
tary Committee. 

The meetings are expect- 
ed to cover Jordanian-Iran- 
ian relations, particularly 
in parliamentary fields, 
and issues of concern to 
the Islamic World. 

The delegation's mission 
follows the recent visit of 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani to Iran as well as a 
decision by the two coun- 
tries to resume commercial 
flights between Tehran and 
Amman. 

In June, the national air 
carrier Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) made its first trip to 
Tehran in 18 years carrying 
the ministers of telecom- 
munications and transport 
and Awqaf _gjid Islamic 


affairs, who held talks with 
their Iranian counterparts 
on bolstering bilateral ties. 

RJ officials said the air- 
' line would make two direct 
weekly flights to Tehran 
from Amm an, adding that 
the resumption of the 
flights would promote reli- 
gious tourism to Jordan 
and support business trips 
between the two countries. 

The Iranian government 
has prepared a full pro- 
gramme for the delega- 
tion’s visit which also 
includes tours of economic 
installations in Iran, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 

The agency said the visit 
assumes a special impor- 
tance being the first by a 
Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation to Iran in two 
decades. 

Srour, who is accompa- 
nied by Deputies Mansour 
Ben Tarif, Abdul Majid 
Aqtash, Assaf A1 Assaf and 
Mahmoud Kharabsheh, 
said the two countries now 
have a chance to strength- 
en ties, adding that the two 
countries' parliamentary 
institutions are best quali- 
fied to achieve this goal. 

Later Saturday the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
reported that Srour and 
Nateq-Nouri opened talks 


Parliament Speaker Sa'ad Hayel Srour and his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Nateq- 
Nouri, on Saturday in Tehran. Srour is also due to meet Iranian President Mohammad 
Khatami (AFP photo) 


discussing the Middle East 
question, with Srour 

emphasising that 

Jerusalem and the occu- 


pied Palestinian lands are 
of concern to all Islamic 
nations and not Jordan 
alone and calling on all 


Arab and Islamic nations 
to exert efforts to arrive to 
a just and comprehensive 
settlement. 


In answer to Cairo’s talks with Sudanese opposition: 

Bashir blames rebel leader for prolonging war 


KHARTOUM (AP) — As 
Sudanese opposition lead- 
ers met in Egypt on Satur- 
day, President Omar A1 
Bashir lashed out at south- 
ern rebel leader John 
Garang and said he was 
responsible for prolonging 
the country’s 15-year civil 
war. 

In a speech to the army, 
A1 Bashir accused the 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) led by 
Garang of resisting govern- 
ment efforts ‘‘to stop the 
shadow of war and blood- 
shed,” the state-run Sudan 
News Agency said. 

He added: “Our experi- 
ence has proved that the 
rebel movement is not seri- 
ous about taking a single 
step toward this noble and 
cherished goal, and that the 
rebel Garang has become a 
war-monger.” His speech 
marked the 44th anniver- 
sary of the establishment of 
Sudan’s army. 

Garang’s SPLA has led 
the fight since 1983 for 


more autonomy for the 
south's Christian and ani- 
mist people from the Islam- 
ic north. More than 15 mil- 
lion people have died in the 
war and related famines. 

Both sides have declared 
a temporary ceasefire to 
allow international aid 
agencies to deliver food to 
an estimated 1 .5 million 
people threatened by star- 
vation in the south. 

Bashir made his com- 
ments as Garang met in 
Cairo, Egypt, with other 
members of the National 
Democratic Alliance. 

The Eritrea-headquar- 
tered alliance is an umbrel- 
la group for northern politi- 
cians and southern rebels 
intent on overthrowing 
Bashir. 

Bashir, a lieutenant gener- 
al in the army, took power 
in a military coup in 1989 
and installed an Islamic 
government. He has since 
won an election — boy- 
cotted by the opposition — 
for the presidency. 


Bashir also has put for- 
ward a new constitution 
that is based oa Islamic 
Sharia law but promises to 
safeguard the rights of reli- 
gious minorities. 

Among the Sudanese 
attending the Cairo meeting 
are Mohammad Osman AJ 
Mirgani. who heads the 
alliance, and former Prime 
Minister Sadeq AJ Mahdi, 
who was ousted by Bashir. 


Egypt is hosting the meet- 
ing because it fears the civil 
war could result in the par- 
tition of Sudan and threaten 
the flow of the Nile River, 
which is Egypt’s main 
source of water. 

In advance of Saturday's 
opening session, the visit- 
ing Sudanese met with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa. 


Little was revealed of 
those meetings, and the Sat- 
urday talks were closed to 
the media. 

Sudan's ruling party on 
Thursday protested Egypt's 
decision to host the meet- 
ing, saying that it amounted 
to "instigating the opposi- 
tion against the Sudanese 
people and their legitimate, 
constitutional institutions.” 


Opposition claims blocking army attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudanese opposition 
forces killed at least five government sol- 
diers as they pushed back an attack in the 
south-eastern Blue Nile province, opposi- 
tion officials said Saturday. 

The opposition said in a statement that 
its forces were “able Friday morning to 
push back an attack in the region of Abu 
Qadhaf (Blue Nile province) southeast of 
Roseires near the Ethiopian border. 

•The attack was a desperate attempt by 
the regime to recover the region." the 
statement said. 

“After a heroic hour-long battle, our 
fighters forced the government militia to 


retreat to their positions after killing sev- 
eral soldiers, five of whose bodies were 
counted." 

The statement by the Sudanese umbrel- 
la opposition group the National Democ- 
ratic Alliance (NDAJ called on the 
Sudanese population “to join the ranks” 
and overthrow the Islamist regime in 
power in Khartoum since 1 989. 

Since lasr year, opposition fighters have 
been trying to seize the electrical generat- 
ing plant of Damazine, on the Blue Nile at 
Roseires, to cut Khartoum off from its 
principal source of electricity. 


Kurd rebels bomb Turkish oil wells on anniversary of rebellion 


ANKARA (AFP) — Time 
bombs planted at three 
Turkish oil wells in the 
country’s troubled south- 
east by suspected separatist 
Kurdish rebels exploded 
Saturday, causing heavy 
damage but no casualties, 
the Anatolia news agency 
said. The attack in the oO 
field in Batman province 
marks the first of its kind 
and came on the anniversary 
of the start of a secessionist 
rebellion by the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

In a related development, 
Turkish army troops killed 
six PKK rebels in two sepa- 
rate clashes in eastern 
Turkey Saturday, security 
officials said. 

The three wells owned by 
the state-run company Turk- 
ish Petroleum stopped oper- 
ating after the bombs went 
off one after another in the 
Raman oil field in the early 
morning, the agency said. 
Turkish security forces 


launched an operation in the 
area to capture die attackers 
after the blasts. Security 
officials told Anaiolia that 
the sabotage was apparently 
the PKK s work. 

Turkey produces nearly 
three million tonnes of 


The security' forces were 
on heightened alert Saturday 
across eastern Turkey and in 
large western cities on the 
1 4th anniversary of the PKK 
insurgency aimed ai setting 
up an independent Kurdish 
state in an area bordering 


its losses are less and Turk- 
ish casualties are more. 

In Istanbul, police 
detained a French woman 
and ar least eight other peo- 
ple at a human rights prorest 
in a central district, human 
rights officials said. The 


Government troops kill six PKK 
rebels in two separate incidents 


crude a year in die mainly 
Kurdish-populated Batman 
and the nearby province of 
Adiyaman. In the regional 
south-eastern province of 
Diyarbakir, security offi- 
cials told AFP that Turkish 
soldiers killed five PKK 
members overnight in the 
province of Suit. Another 
PKK rebel was killed in a 
clash in Erzurum province, 
north of Siirt, Anatolia said. 
There were no news of any 
Turkish mili tary casualties. 


Iran, Iraq and Svria. 

The PKK' formally 

launched its rebellion on 
Aug. 15, 1984. when it 
staged massive attacks 

against two villages, killing 
nearly 35 people. Since 
then, more than 30.000 peo- 
ple. including some 21,000 
rebels. 4,500 members_of 
the security forces and 4,500 
civilians, have been killed in 
PKK-relaied violence in the 
area, according to govern- 
ment figures. The PKK says 


detentions took place as 
scores of protesters sought 
to gather in Galarasaray dis- 
trict on Istanbul's European 
side for their weekly “Sat- 
urday Mothers” rally, a 
spokeswoman for Turkey’s 
human rights association 
OHD) told AFP. 

One French woman, iden- 
tified as Veronica Cigerli by 
the UBA news agency, was 
among those detained. She 
is manied to a Turk w'ho 
was also detained, UBA 


said. 

The “Saturday Mothers” 
are a group of relatives of 
dozens of Kurds and left- 
wingers who have allegedly 
gone missing under police 
custody across Turkey in 
recent years. The group 
holds protests every Satur- 
day at Galatasaray, urging 
the government to trace their 
missing relatives. 

The PKK is led by Abdul- 
lah Ocalan whom Turkish 
officials say is biding in 
Syria although Damascus 
denies this. The Turkish 
army, which keeps some 
200,000 troops in south- 
eastern Turkey, says the 
PKK has- lost most of its 
military strength in four 
years of intensive operations 
supported by a force of air- 
craft, heiicopters and 
armour. However, the PKK 
has stepped up attacks on 
military targets in recent 
months, killing more than 
50 Turkish troops since 
early June. 


Prince Hassan: 


Prevention is better than cure 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Saturday called on Jordan- 
ian economic and industri- 
al institutions to take the 
appropriate measures to 
ensure the highest degree 
of safety for workers and to 
abide by the provisions of 
the labour law, stressing 
that prevention is better 
than cure. 

Prince Hassan was speak- 
ing on Radio Jordan's call- 
in programme which 
reported that a factory acci- 
dent resulting in the ampu- 
tation of a worker’s band. 

“The safe and sound 
mann er to avert such inci- 
dents lies in abiding by the 
internationally-recognised 
standards concerning pre- 
cautionary measures at our 
industries” said the 
Regent. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
1 10 Jordanian industrial 
firms have won the ISO 
certificate for abiding by 
international standards and 


specifications saying that 
this is a positive develop- 
ment in the management of 
firms which ought to pro- 
vide protection to industry 
and to the workers as well 
as tlie environment 

The Regent pointed out 
that [the “Scientific Week” 
due p be held towards the 
end pfjthis month is expect- 
ed tol discuss means of 
improving precautionary 
measures to ensure indus- 
trial safety. 

The subject is to be dis- 
cussed also within the 
framework of a meeting 
dedicated to the rearrange- 
ment of priorities for the 
state's expenditure this 
year tackling the industrial 
problems and laying 
emphasis on the concept 
that prevention is better 
than cure. Prince Hassan 
added. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
his appreciation of the 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) personnel saying 
“may God help our men in 


that department in shoul- 
dering their various tasks 
and responsibilities. I 
express my thanks to the 
CDD men. the unknown 
soldiers.” 

[Calling for cooperation 
aimong the professional 
unions, the chambers of 
industry and unde and the I 
executive councils the 
Regent said “we should act 
as one team.. .citizens and 
officiaJs.-.because we are 
all responsible people.” 

Prince Hassan said he 
will personally take care of 
the injured worker and will 
ensure him the best avail- 
able medical treatment 

The incident occurred at 
one of the factories at 
Sahab Industrial City, 
south of Amman. The CDD 
were called in to offer first 
aid before rushing the 
injured man to hospital. 

A doctor interviewed by 
Jordan Television at the 
hospital said that the work- 
er has lost his right hand’s 
fingers in the accident 


Zai water plant closed 
after detection of worms 


By Mohammad 
Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Saturday temporari- 
ly closed the Zai Water 
Treatment Plant (ZWP) after 
tests showed extensive pres- 
ence of worms and weeds in 
the supplies. 

Petra news agency quoted 
yesterday the Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Water Ministry 
Mu other Khleifat as saying 
that ‘1116 plant will halt its 
work starting from Friday 
night and the ministry is 
doing its efforts to overcome 
the problem in the near 
future.” 

According to Khleifat, a 
water expert from the Ger- 
man Agency for Technical 
Cooperation has arrived at 
Zai to advise on measures 
necessary to handle the cur- 
rent crisis. 

The spread of worms. 
Khleifer explained, was 
aggravated by an unusually 
hot summer which the main 
treatment plant, handling 
Dearly half the capital's annu- 


al water consumption, was 
unable to cope with. 

In a bid to crack down on 
the exploitation of truck dri- 
vers charging five times the 
fixed price, the government 
last week took control of 
wells and dispatched 
employees from the ministry 
of water, ministry of interior, 
department of public security 
and ministry of supply to reg- 
ulate the private sale of water 
to the public. 

The government also put 
its own water tankers into 
service ar a fixed price of 
JD1.25 per cubic metre, 
while private sector trans- 
porters were demanding as 
much as JD7-8 per cubic 
metre. 

In addition, the govern- 
ment opened some offices in 
the western sector of the cap- 
ital to receive people’s com- 
plaints and requests for water 
delivery. 

Residents of Amman com- 
plained that the government’s 
measures were inefficient 
and said truckers are still 
charging up to JD100 per six 
cubic metre load of water. 


The water pollution prob- 
lem reached its peak on July 
12 when the minister of water 
and irrigation. M umber Had- 
dadin. was forced to resign to 
be immediately replaced by 
serving Energy Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani. 

Haddadin enraged the pub- 
lic by responding to the 
questions on the water crisis 
with contradictory state- 
ments — sometimes blaming 
it on h uman and operational 
errors and at other times 
claiming that con taminati on 
was non-existent 

Later, a number of reports 
leaked to the press announc- 
ing high concentration of 
algae and h uman excrement 
in water sources prompted 
parliamentarians to step up 
calls for Haddadin's resigna- 
tion. 

The water situation has 
aroused so much attention 
that His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, currently undergoing 
chemotherapy in the United 
States, intervened and asked 
for the formation of an inde- 
pendent committee to probe 
the crisis. 


Sale of imported water 
awaits quality tests 


By GhafiaAtul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Retail sale of 
one and a half million litres of 
imported bottled water, set to 
haw started on Saturday, has 
been postponed for a few days 
until authorities cany out tests 
to ensure its quality meets 
local specifications. 

The Ministry of Supply said 
last week it had signed con- 
tracts for importing bottled 
water from Saudi Arabia and 
Syria after a shortage resulting 
from soaring demand caused 
by a six-week water contami- 
nation crisis. 

The decision, following a 
decades-old ban on such 
imports, was apparently taken 
ro break a thriving water-relat- 
ed black market But the move 
has angered Jordan’s five 
JD15 million water bottling 
films working round-the- 
clock to meet unprecedented 
demand. 

“We will not distribute the 
imported bottled water to the 
public before we cany out 
quality tests on the supplies we 
received on Saturday,” Supply 
Ministry Secretary General 


Mohammad Smadi told the 
Jordan Times. He could not 
say when tests would be done. 

The government earlier said 
sales of bottled water to citi- 
zens would start on Saturday. 

According to an official if 
the imported bottled water 
does not meet the market 
demand, the ministry might 
renew the import contracts 
with the two countries. 

He added that the price of 
one litre of imported bottled 
water stands at 300 fils. 

Smadi said the imported 
water will only be sold from 
government-run warehouses 
in some parts of Amman, not 
through private supermarkets 
and stores selling water sup- 
plied by the five local bottlers 
who now produce 250,000 
litres a day. 

Smadi defended his min- 
istry’s decision to import water 
saying it wanted to prevent 
hoarding of supplies by traders 
seeking to make quick profits 
or price manipulation. 

Residents have complained 
that several traders were stock- 
ing local bottled water to sell 
it later at black market rates or 
were selling them smuggled 


bottled water. 

Others said demand, which 
increased ten-fold since the 
crisis, meant that local supplies 
would “evaporate" as soon as 
they were taken down from 
distribution trucks. 

Jordan’s five water bottlers, 
enjoying protectionism for 
decades, said the decision will 
harm the water industry 
because demand will drop 
once the water crisis is over 
and supply will glut the mar- 
ket In turn, this will harm the 
livelihood of some 1,500 fam- 
ilies depending cm the facto- 
ries. 

“Officials should not base 
their decisions cm circum- 
stances of an emergency situa- 
tion.” said an executive ai a 
local water bottling firm. 

'The present five bottling 
factories can handle up to three 
times the market’s needs.” 

Independent economists 
countered the argumems pre- 
sented by the local bottlers 
saying Jordan would eventual- 
ly have to soap the ban cm a 
list of imports, including bor 
tied water as part of econoir 
liberalisation policies. * 
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Israeli bombing spurred Iraq’s 


nuclear bomb plans — defector 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Israel's destruction of an 
Iraqi nuclear reactor in I9SI 
spurred Saddam Hussein to 
accelerate plans to build a 
nuclear bomb, an Iraqi 
defector has claimed, and 
purchases for the programme 
were made with the blessing 
of the U.N. nuclear agency. 

Khidhir Abdul Abas 
Hamza, once one of the top 
nuclear scientists in Iraq, told 
The New York Times on Sat- 
urday that Israel's bombing 
of the Osirak reactor freed 
Saddam from having to 
develop the programme in 
step with its cover, a peaceful 
nuclear energy programme. 

Saddam moved the pro- 
gram from Osirak and 
increased staff from 400 to 
7.000 after the Israeli air 
force bombed the reactor in 
June 19SL. Hamza told the 
newspaper. 

The programme received 
as much as SI 50 million a 
month in financing during 


the Iran-Iraq war. which oth- 
erwise devastated the Iraqi 
economy. 

Hamza said he was amazed 
leaders of the alliance that 
defeated Iraq in the 1991 
Gulf war — prompted by 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait — failed to bomb 
nuclear weapons sites, indi- 
cating how little was known 
of the programme. 

Nuclear inspectors who 
assessed Iraq's nuclear pro- 
gramme after the war found 
dial Iraq was one or two 
years away from building a 
bomb — not 10 years, as had 
previously been suspected. 

Hamza, who defected from 
Iraq in 1994. said that many 
of the nuclear programme's 
purchases were made with 
the blessing of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency. The U.N. agency’s 
inspectors failed to ask even 
basic questions, “like why an 
oil-rich nation like ours 
wanted nuclear power." 


Hamza told The New York 
Times. 

A spokesman for the IAEA 
told the Times that under 
conditions holding in Iraq 
before the war. the inspectors 
were only permitted to 
inspect sites declared by the 
Iraqis. 

Hamza's revelations come 
12 days after Iraq shut down 
its cooperation with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

In letters last week to the 
Security Council, the IAEA 
chief and his counterpart 
inspecting chemical and bio- 
logical warfare warned that 
the suspension allows Sad- 
dam the opportunity to 
rebuild his programmes. 

The Security Council 
termed the suspension "total- 
ly unacceptable" but failed to 
announce any actions. In 
Februaiy. Iraq backed down 
after a similar suspension 
brought the threat of military 
action from the Uni red States 
and Britain. 


Foreign companies who 
sold Iraq components for its 
nuclear weapons programme 
would often offer to help 
cover up the purchases as 
intended for peaceful pur- 
poses. Hamza said. 

He told the Times that the 
nuclear programme included 
a reactor purchased from 
France, an Italian fuel repro- 
cessing facility, an IBM 
mainfr ame computer and 
Swiss machine tools. In 
1987. he said, it almost 
bought a complete foundry 
to forge uranium and other 
components from Leybold 
and Degussa, two West Ger- 
man companies. 

A spokesman for Degussa 
told the newspaper that both 
companies were cleared in a 
criminal inquiry by German 
authorities. 

Hamza, a Shiite, said Sad- 
dam used torture — and vast 
rewards — to keep the scien- 
tists in line. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Amputations for Saddam’s ‘fighters" 


BAGHDAD [AFP) — Six members of "Saddam's Fighters." a 
paramilitary group run by the Iraqi president's son Uday. each 
had a hand chopped off for accepting bribes. Babel newspaper 
reported on Saturday. Uday ordered the amputation after a com- 
mission of inquiry found the six volunteers guilty of setting up a 
fake checkpoint in the southern province of Basrah in southern 
Iraq and taking bribes from local residents. The newspaper said 
several members of Saddam's Fighters, formed in 1994 to pro- 
tect the president, wrote to Uday to call on him to lighten the sen- 
tence. But Uday said in a letter published in the paper, which he 
also runs, that their crimes were "unpardonable particularly as 
(heir names were associated with that of Saddam Hussein." 


Leftist group claims Istanbul bombing 


ISTANBUL (AP) — A leftist urban guerrilla group has claimed 
responsibility for a bomb attack on a police bus which injured 
four people. The blast Friday ripped through the bus, which was 
parked near a university. A statement faxed to The Associated 
Press bureau in Istanbul Saturday from the Revolutionary Peo- 
ple's Liberation Party-Front said the attack was launched in 
retaliation for the disappearance of four of its members appar- 
ently while in police custody. The Marxist group is considered 
die successor to Dev Sol-Revolutionary Left, a rebel group 
wliieh claimed responsibility for the killings of active and retired 
generals, police, secret service agents, government officials and 
foreigners, including several Americans, over the last few years 
Dev Sol was splintered by internal fighting and apparently dev- 
astated by arrests. 


Israeli police disperse protest 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police on Satuniay dispersed a 
crowd of 200 ultra-Onhodox Jews demonstrating in west 
Jemsiilem against a restaurant remaining open on the Sabhnih. 
the Jewish day of rest Mounted police broke up the demonstra- 
tion as a group of secular counier-demonsUtiion; from the leftist 
Mcretz Parry shouted slogans against "religious coercion." The 
restaurant, which offers non-Koshcr cuisine. Is located on the 
street of the prophets in a secular neighbourhood ar the border of 
the ultra-Onhodox Mca Shearim district. 


Policeman, drug dealer killed in S. Arabia 


DUBAI (R) — A suspected drug dealer crying to avoid arrest 
rammed his car into a Saudi police patrol vehicle, killing himself 
and a policeman, a Saudi newspaper reported on Saturday. 
Another policeman was seriously injured in the incident in the 
western region of Saudi Arabia, the .Arabic language Okaz daily 
said. Okaz said the police were responding to a complaint from 
a local nun w ho told them the drug pusher assaulted and robbed 
him w hen he refused to buy drugs. The newspaper gave no date 
lor the incident 


Iraqi papers urge U.N. 
chief to do more to 
solve weapons crisis 


BAGHDAD [AFP) — 
Iraqi papers called on U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan on Saturday to do 
more to end the latest crisis 
over weapons inspections 
and insisted Iraq will not 
resume cooperation until 
its demands are met. 

'Ts it that Kofi Annan 
cannot free some time 
from secondary issues to 
consider and objectively 
evaluate the Iraqi cause?" 
wrote the official Babel 
newspaper, run by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hus- 
sein's son Uday. 

"This issue requires 
Annan to do much more 
than repeat the unfortunate 
phrase about Tight at the 
end of the tunnel* which is 
making us ill ” it said, 
referring to remarks by 
Annan about Iraq’s 
demands that the United 
Nations lift crippling 
eight-ycar-old sanctions. 

Babel called on Annan 
"to find the time to verify 
once and for all the reports 
of UNSCOM [the U.N. 
Special Commission on 


disarming Iraq]." 

"He will realise that the 
bearer of bad tidings 
[UNSCOM chairman] 
Richard* Butler is not 
above suspicion because of 
his crass behaviour and 
coarse style which does 
discredit to his job." the 
paper said. 

Annan’s personal inter- 
vention in February led to 
an accord between Iraq 
and the United Nations, 
ending a five-month stand- 
off over weapons inspec- 
tions and averting a threat- 
ened U.S. military strike. 

Baghdad's latest appeal 
comes after Friday's decla- 
ration by its U.N. Ambas- 
sador N’izar Hamdoon that 
disarmament experts will 
be allowed to resume their 
inspections "only when 
Iraq's demands are met.'* 

"AH options are open, 
and Iraq is open for any 
new ideas from the secre- 
tary general, but unless our 
concerns are met it will be 
too difficult for Iraq to 
change its position." he 
said. 



WARNINGS OF UNSTABLE PILGRIMS: American pilgrims Saturday walk along 
the via Dolorosa in Jerusalem on the occasion of Virgin Mary's day. The Christian 
millennium may attract a large number of unstable pilgrims to the Holy Land, and 
Israel should prepare for mass suicides and other unpredictable behaviour, psychi- 
atrists have warned f AFP photo) 


Rival Somali warlord importing 
weapons — newspapers 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
A Somali warlord opposed 
to the establishment of a 
joint authority for 
Mogadishu has imported 
an assortment of weapons 
ostensibly to boost the 
city's security, local news- 
papers said Saturday. 

Faction leaders Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed. Hussein 
Mohamed Aidccd and 
Mohamed Qanyare Afrah 
said earlier this month that 
they were setting up a 
joint administration to run 
the war-torn city. 

But rival warlords 
Osman Hussan Ali “Alto." 


Musa Sudi Yalahow and 
Hussein Haji Bod rejected 
the new arrangement and 
warned of serious conse- 
quences if it were 1 to be 
implemented. 

"The weapons will not 
be used to attack our rivals 
but to help us achieve ade- 
quate security,” said 
Ismail Moulin Musa, 
speaking on behalf of Bod. 

He said a new force 
would be trained to restore 
pence to Somalia but 
declined to give details. 

The Benudir newspaper 
claimed that the arms 
shipment had come from 


neighbouring Ethiopia, 
but an official in the 
Ethiopian embassy in 
Nairobi denied the allega- 
tion. 

"Ethiopia is concentrat- 
ing on the Somali peace 
process and not rearming 
factions." he said. 

Bod. currently visiting 
Ethiopia is expected to 
meet the Egyptian envoy 
to Somalia, Mahmmoud 
Mustafa in Addis Ababa 
and Badar Marwan. the 
Egyptian ambassador to 
Ethiopia on Saturday, 
diplomatic sources in the 
Ethiopian capital said. 


Turkey considers imposing visas for Istanbul 


ISTANBIL iAFPj — Turkey's gov- 
ernment is considering issuing visas to 
hall more settlements in its largest city 
Istanbul, the interior minister said Satur- 
day. 

"Imposing restrictions aimed at secur- 
ing a good and planned urbanisation is 
not against our conso ration." Interior 
Minister Kudu Akius told reporters here, 
according to the Anatolia news agency. 

"In that respect, we may consider 


introducing restrictions for those who 
want to settle in Istanbul ami even enter 
Istanbul." Aktas said. He gave no other 
details. 

The city's mayor. Rccep T.tyyip 
Eidocan. and Turkey's leading newspa- 
pers have long been campaigning for 
the introduction of visas for entering 
Istanbul, whose population has netired 
10 million, according to the last nation- 
al census last year. 


Tlie historic city, which had been the 
country's capital inkier the Ottoman 
empire's rule until l‘C3. suffers from 
lack of infrastructure systems in its new 
amis. 

Istanbul's, population is increasing by 
at least 500.000 a year as a result of 
immigration from less developed ;uvas. 
mainly the Kurdish-donii natal south- 
c.im. according to the census data. 

The left-wing Republican People's 


Party, which supports conservative 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz’s coali- 
tion cabinet from outside the govern- 
ment. has opposed restrictions for Istan- 
bul. saying such a move would be unde- 
mocratic. 

However, a recent public opinion poll 
published by Turkish newspapers said 
some 65 per cent of Istanbul's inhabi- 
tants favour issuing visas Tor non-resi- 
dents of the eirv. 


Blast in 
Algeria 
kills one, 
injures 
10 — 
press 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

717. 477*111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
ther 

15:20 Cartoon — The Pumpkin 
Patch 

15:30 The Adventures of the 
Black Stallion 

16:00 The American Chart Shorn 
17:00 ....Poe. — Royal Blood 
18:00 Drama — Bonne Espcrance 

19:00 Lc Journal 

I y :15 French Programme — Sci- 
ence Magazine (E=M6) 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Life's Mom Embarrassing 
Moments 

20:00 People Count 

20:30 Talk Show — Challenges 

21:00 ...Drama — Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Mini -senes — Buffalo 

Girls 

00:30 The Histnrv of Ruck and Roll 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 


PRAYER TIMES 


ftfc31 - Fajr 

05:55 t Sunrise) Duha 

12:40 _.Dhuhr 

16:19 ‘A sr 

19:25 Machreb 

20:49 — ./Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

St- Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


4622366 

Anglican Church 
4624S53/4624X11. 

SL A Iran Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in .Amman Tel. 8 1 J 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 465-W2 
Sl John the Baptist at Dc la 
Salle College TcL 566)757 
Church of (he Annunciation TcL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
46461 ?R 

Church of Presentation. Swci- 
Geh Tel. 5920146 
The Uniale Catholic Church 
Tel 4624757 

The English- Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46 Ul 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TcL 771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 775261 


lures anxiod average and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be huL winds 
norther!} moderate, and seas 
culm. 


MiiL/Max, temp. 


Amman. - 

22/33 

-28/40 

Deserts 

10/35 

.Iordan Valley 

26/40 

Yesterday’s hrah 

temperatures: 

Amman 33. Aqaba 

39 Humidity 

readings: .Amman , 

?7 per cent. 

Aqaha 30 per cen 


Fblkming are the highest temper- 

atures expccad today in the foi- 

tuning areas; 


Ajloun 

:s 


34 

Cm Qs'ts 

.....34 

Madaha 

33 

Petra 

JiS 

Dead Sea 

40 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depart- 
ment of Meienrvloip- 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 


AMMAN: 

Dr. IssaraAsnar 4890504 

Dr. Khalid Ma'atkfi 5661144 

Dr. MdalAs'ad .4751672 

Dr, Csama Husseim 

Finis pharmacy 5661912 

A1 Asema pharmacy 4637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

A1 Sal am pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy — 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBtD: 

Dr. Ali Shuqairi — . ..7!flfHW# 

A1 Quds pharmacy i — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RandaShabin. W57|0 

Khalifch pharmacy 93*5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ,4637 1 1 J 

Cr.il Efcfenx Deportment 5f61 ! 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency J99 

Recue Mire 192.4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bonk. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police, ,4K%W) 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 56D5Sf)fi 

Price Complains 5661 176 

\Msx& Sewoajc CoTytots _ 4K77 at' 
.Amman Municipality Complaints 

_ -...47S7H1 

Telephone Intormation (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -010230 

Ccraral Amman Telephone 

Repairs -...4623101 

Abdoli Td. Rqws 5661 101 

Jordan Television -.477311 1 

Radio Jordan *1774 1 1 1 

Water Authority - — 56SQI00 


J. Electricity Authority ..,5S15til5 

Electric Power Co 46363N I 

KJ Flight Informal mhi.. .. 44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti Airp> in . ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Anib Centre 1< r Heart .lrsi Sfx.vi.iJ 
Surgery ?C1 1*» 

Tlie LsLunic. AKlIi .. __ 5*66111/7 
Hussein Maiiuil Centre Tel. 5 X56X56 

Ixujnila __ „.,.4r»3t)|«5 

Khahdi Maternity 46442KI/0 

Akilch Mutcnuiy .JM2441/2 

Julsal Amman Maternity .. 4642362 

Malhas, J. Atrmvm 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcisam 5f«07o7! 

Shnicisiiii H>»pii.i) 5 trf, 9i31 

llni% entity Hospital 5353444 

Al-Mikisher Hospital ..56^*7227/0 

Al-Alili. ANI.iii 5664](*4/6 

Italian. Al-Muhairevn ..4777 101/3 

Al- Bashir. 4775111/26 

Army. Marta 489161 1/15 

Queen Ali.i I In.piwt ...56o224tV5u 

A mol Hospital 5074155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital .<09 j 9H3?23 
Zatq.i National Hospital 

lOuWOOSoO 

Ibn Situ Hospital (09)9.80732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

ifWKiOWO 

IRB1D: 

Pnnccs.s Basmii Hospital 

*02075555 

Greek f '.iihi <lic Hospital 

i(Oi272275 


Ihn A I Nafceji Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pnnccss Haya Hospital ...i03)3 1411! 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7/iii inform Hit <n « supplied by 
Ht'Vtll JisrdilHitiH (KJ) inform, itirm 
dcfuimncni m the Queen Alin 
Inienuitit iiai Airjurt Tel. f«W) 
V200-5. when' it \ImiIJ alums In* 
ivnficd. Intvnnatirn nn other flights 
not be supplied vn phone i-bll 

I527W) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (KJ) Flights 

07:45 Dhahran taildMRJl 

•W0 Jeddah tRJ) 

09:45 Ijmaca (RJ) 

10:05 Riyadh (RJ> 

Hh20 ... Dubai, Abu Dhubi [ KJ i 

I0i3fl Bombay (RJ) 

17rf)5 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 

17:40 NcwYurk. AmstcrdamiRJ) 

18:05 .... Paris (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:10 Athens i RJ) 

19:20 ........Madrid, Geneva ( RJ \ 

20:00 Chicigc. Detroit. 

Amsterdam (RJj 

20:40 Vienna fRJ) 

20:40 Rome (Rji 

21:25 bran k fun. Berlin (KJ) 

01:40 Beirut (add) i RJ i 


Cairn tRJ) 

Other Mights 

...Tel Aviv (LA) 

08:55 Dubai (EK) 

Sanaa. Ta'izdY) 

11 Kuwait (KU) 

12:30 — Jeddah f'SVj 

12:511 Moscow i SLT) 

Ahu Dhabi iGF) 

15:4,1 Doha(QR) 

,8:4ft Beirut (ME i 

19:00 Pons i AFj 

Tel Aviv, LY* 

^ 1:,w Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul tTK) 

LamocatCT) 

01:15 ...Amsterdam. Beirut fKL) 

Athens. Beirut tOA) 

02:40 Belgrade (OK) 

^ ,;0 ° Rnmc(.AZ) 

^ :15 London <BA l 

Royal Wings fRW) 

10:2(1 Aqnhii ('.iniving QAIA 

and proceeding u, Maka Airport 
iRw) 

!JS ■-■Tc , A»iyfQAL\i.RW) 

1H.W) Aqaba (arriving a Marka 
Aiq>,ni 

^ :25 i aniving at Marka 

AirpunitRWj 

departures 

Ruyul Jordanian (RJ) FUghLs 

Madrid tRJ) 

Lam** »RJ) 

, r : , JJ Fnmkfun. Berlin (RJ, 

2: 5 - Tunis. Casablanca (RJ» 

"' 15 Mcnna «RJ) 


12l 30 Rome tRJ) 

12:40 Amsterdam J'J e w York (RJ) 

13 : 20 Athens (RJI 

13:25 London (RJ) 

21:00 .New Delhi (RJ! 

21^5 — Jeddah (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:15 .Madrid (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Beirut (RJ) 

22J0 -Damascus (RJJ 

22i35 Bangkok (RIF 

23:10 Cairo (RJJ " 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ)' 

00:30 Kuala Lumper, Jakarta (RJ> 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — A 
home-made bomb exploded 
near a cemetery west of 
Algiers, killing at least one 
person and wounding about 
10 others. Algerian newspa- 
pers reported Saturday. 

Explosives contained 
inside a plastic bottle blew 
up. killing a 56-year-old 
woman visiting the ceme- 
tery of Sidi Rached, near 
Hadjut, and wounding ten 
other people, including one 
seriously. 

Al Khabar newspaper 
reported two people died. 

In Medea, three people 
were hurt Thursday while 
harvesting crops as several 
bombs went off in the mid- 
dle of farmland 
Also Thursday a home- 
made bomb exploded on the 
tourist beach at Sidi Fredj on 
Algeria’s west coast, harm- 
ing no one. 

Liberie reported that three 
people were murdered last 
week in the west coast 
region ofTipaza. 

The interior ministry 
Thursday reiterated its call 
to vigilance so as to “thwart 
the criminal and cowardly 
aims of the perpetrators of 
these attacks. 

Three massacres in the 
south-west region of Ain 
Defla and the southern 
Laghouat region, left 16 
people dead according to 
security forces, who attrib- 
uted the attacks to anti-gov- 
ernment Islamists. 

The bloodletting' in Algeria 
has spread from the Mitidja. 
to Algiers," in the west,' where ' 
Islamists have repeatedly 
committed attacks and mas- 
sacres despite vast anti-ter- 
rorist operations by govern- 
ment security forces. 

The Algerian press has 
linked the fresh outbreak of 
violence in the west to the 
presence of the chief of the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GLA). Antar Zouabri, who 
reportedly ordered his fol- 
lowers to step up the vio- 
lence there. 

The GLA is one of Alge- 
ria's best-known group of 
armed Islamists. 

Algeria has been beset by 
violence linked ro battles 
between state forces and 
armed Islamists since 1992 
when the military annulled 
the second round of general 
elections which an Islamist 
party was poised to win. 

Since then, according to 
Western estimates, some 
80.000 people have lost their 
lives in what has become an 
almost daily toll of killings. 
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Other Flights 

VJ JO - .Paris (AF) 

07 J5 ....Damascus. London (BA) j 

09 ^5 Abu Dhabi. Dubai(HK) 

1230 —At Hudaidab (IY) 

12:45 Kuwait (Kill 

14:00 -Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 Moscow (5W 

14:25 -.Doha (GF) 

16 -SO Doha (QR>' 

20:00 -.Beirut 

20:45 .TclAvj'v(LY) 

22:00 ..-Cairo (M5J 

02:15 ...Dcirat, Amacrdani (KL) 

03:40 -Belgrade 

03:45 -...Beirut, Albers (OA) 

04:00 -.— RomefAZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08ri» Aqaba (from Marka Akp^ 1 
(RW') 
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Recent events highlight importance 
of free expression — rights group 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie Jop- 
dan Society for Human Rights 
(JSHR) yesterday added its 
voice to an international cho- 
rus of protest against the draft 
press and publications law, 
now two steps away from 
being enacted. 

In an apparent reference to 
the six-week-old water crisis, 
the JSHR said that “the last 
few weeks have given clear 
proof of the importance of 
practising free expression, 
press and exchange of infor- 
mation" 

‘Therefore, we adhere to 
our insistence on our human 
rights, of which the tight to a 
decent living is one. because it 
will be unthinkable that we 
achieve these goals when the 
draft is finally enacted,” foe 
JSHR statement said. 

The society accused the 
government of being in viola- 
tion of the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law, which now 
governs the media profession. 
The 1993 law requires that 
government equity in the 
country's two oldest dailies, 
A1 Ra’i and A1 Dustour, be 
reduced Co no more than 30 
per cent by May 1997. 

The government last year 
introduced amendments to the 
press and publications law on 
the day ir legally should have 
sold its remaining shares in 
the two papers. The amend- 
ments absolved the govern- 
ment of this responsibility. 


leaving foe executive in con- 
trol of 62 per cent of A1 Ra’i 
and 32 per cent of A1 Dustour. 
Although foe amendments 
were overturned at the Higher 
Court of Justice earlier this 
year, foe government has not 
pared down its equity in either 
paper. 

“The government cannot 
run away from a law that it 
urges other people to respect,” 
the society said. 

The committee urged legis- 
lators to scrap Article 50, 
which allows courts to sus- 
pend publications while 
reviewing a case pending 
against any paper. 

“We believe that suspend- 
ing a newspaper inflicts dam- 
age that cannot be rectified if 
the court rules that a paper 
actually committed no viola- 
tion,” the committee said. 
“This article cannot stand 
without speaking of compen- 
sating the other party [the 
newspaper] for any losses 
incurred while it is not pub- 
lishing." 

“This article should be 
removed because, according 
to international law, inflicting 
a punishment before guilt is 
established is illegal," the 
committee said. 

The committee also said 
that fines laid out in the draft 
— ranging from JD5.000- 
JDI0,000 — also contravene 
the international principle of 
exacting a punishment com- 


mensurate with the crime. 

“The setting of a minimum 
of 105,000 is unacceptable 
and exaggerated and does not 
leave any leeway to judges to 
take any extenuating circum- 
stances into consideration,” 
the committee said 

Also yesterday. Article 19, a 
London-based press freedoms 
group, urged the Senate not to 
accept the draft 

“Approval and implementa- 
tion of the draft law without 
[substantial amendments] will 
place Jordan in breach of its 
treaty obligations under foe 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 
contravene guarantees on 
human rights under the 
Barcelona Agreement with 
the European Union and seri- 
ously put in question Jordan's 
standing as a regional leader 
in freedom of expression and 
democratic accountability,” 
Article 19 wrote yesterday. 

“[The draft] represents a 
seriously retrograde step... the 
aim should be to further 
strengthen media freedom 
and diversity, not to turn the 
clock back towards increased 
state control and censorship as 
the draft proposes." 

“To take such a step, indeed, 
will be to turn back the 
process of democratisation 
initiated in Jordan by His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
jeopardise the basic rights [of 
Jordanians]." 


Senators defend committee approval 
of draft press law as ‘necessity’ 


By Amy Henderson 

Special iq the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of 
the Upper House's Legal 
Committee yesterday 
defended their decision to 
pass the draft press and pub- 
lications law to the full Sen- 
ate for final discussion after 
criticism in the press that the 
Upper House was little 
more than a "rubber stamp 
institution." 

“The fact that the Legal 
Co mmi ttee agreed with the 
draft presented by the 
Lower House of Parliament 
reflects a comprehensive 
position [between the Upper 
and Lower Houses] on the 
draft and indicares chat there 
is an overall conviction as to 
its necessity," said Senator 
Jawdat Sboul during an 
interview with the Jordan 
Tunes yesterday. 


The nine-member Legal 
Committee endorsed the 
draft press and publications 
law Thursday as submitted 
by the Lower House follow- 
ing a six-hour discussion. 
Journalists and editors spec- 
ulated ahead of last week's 
co mmi ttee meeting that the 
Senate would do little to ftir- 
ther champion their cause, 
saying that the Upper House 
traditionally has not pre- 
ferred to make substantial 
amendments to any legisla- 
tion passed on from the 
Lower House. 

“The committee is not a 
‘rubber stamp' committee 
just 1 because it happens to 
agree with the deputies," 
said Mr. Sboui, a former 
Interior minister. “To say so 
is unfair." 

In fact, last month, foe 
Senate's activity in return- 
ing legislation to deputies 


provoked the Lower House 
into attempting to change 
parliamentary by-laws to 
limit that authority. 

“Deputies have been upset 
by some of our decisions on 
certain legislation," he said. 
“The Water Authority law is 
one for example." 

A major campaign by 
journalists, editors, former 
information officials and 
human rights activists at the 
Lower House — instrumen- 
tal in securing drastic 
amendments to the govern- 
ment’s draft — seems to 
have lost steam, even 
though media experts have 
said the draft is far from 
ideal. Rather, the battle to 
procure further amendments 
has been left to a slew of 
international human rights 
organisations that last week 
bombarded Senate Presi- 
dent Zeid Rifai with written 


appeals to reject the draft. 

Human rights activists and 
journalists claim that many 
articles in the draft contra- 
dict both the Constitution 
and international protocols 
to which Jordan is a signato- 
ry. They also assert that 
ambiguous language in the 
draft coupled with exacting 
penalties will be used to 
“harass" journalists and 
force a regime of self-cen- 
sorship at newspapers. 

Mr. Sboul said their argu- 
ments had virtually no influ- 
ence on Thursday’s debate. 

“I assure you that this law 
does not include anything 
that violates the Constitu- 
tion, of which we are the 
guardians," he said. “To the 
contrary, the draft has very 
clear articles that cannot 
allow for more than one 
interpretation." 

One member of the com- 


mittee said that the draft on 
many points was compara- 
ble to law in Western 
Europe. 

■‘We didn’t find many dif- 
ferences," the source said. 
“Especially when you con- 
sider how we understand 
democracy and law in Jor- 
dan. You cannot just open 
the door without any control 
or any accountability. 

“Many times, [we] feel 
that people who write do not 
always know the- dimen- 
sions of what they are writ- 
ing," the source continued. 
“There is a huge amount of 
anger and hatred and we do 
not want to give it outlets. 
We do believe the people 
and the press should raise 
their voices against the gov- 
ernment, but we don't 
accept writers who write 
untruths and preach non- 
sense." 


Unemployment conference 
to focus on adapting 
educational system 


Authorities await family claim 
to executed killer’s body 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
authorities are still waiting for 
the family of a 35-year-old 
man executed Thursday for 
murdering a family of three to 
c laim his body, sources said 
yesterday. 

Syrian national Fateh Jlasi, 
who kflled -Jamal Abdo, 38, 
his wife Manal Ottoman, 35, 
and their two-year-old child, 
"asked officials before his 
execution that his body be 
handed over to his family for 
burial in Syria,” according to 
an official source. 

Jlasi was executed at Swaqa 
Rehabilitation and Corrective 
Centre ( SRCC). The hanging 
was attended by the SRCC 
Director Sa’ed Jamil Ajrami, 
a Ministry of Interior repre- 
sentative, the assistant to the 


Prosecutor General, Ghaleb 
Rahabah, First Lieutenant 
Abdul Rahman Ahmad from 
the Mufti Department, 
pathologist Ra’ed Momani, a 
representative of tile Badia 
Forces, and other officials. 

. Jlasi reportedly confessed 
to the murders on June 19 
1 when he was arrested. by 
authorities. Police cited the 
motive as financial problems 
with Abdo’s father. 

Jlasi was convicted by the 
Criminal Court of all five 
charges pressed against him: 
theft, molestation, arson, 
abduction, and three counts 
of premeditated murder. His 
execution was ratified by the 
Court of Cassation, the Cabi- 
net and a Royal Decree. 

According to. court tran- 


scripts, the suspect arrived in 
the Kingdom in March 1997 
with the intent of killing the 
family. He went to their 
house three months later, 
drugged Abdo and his wife, 
set their apartment on fire and 
fled, taking foe child- with 
him. 

He took foe child to hide at 
a relative's house, but the 
woman refused to receive 
him, so be strangled the child 
and buried him at a farm in 
Madaba the following day. 

The couple’s bodies were 
discovered by Civil Defence 
Department rescue teams 
who were called to extinguish 
the fire in their apartment at 
the Engineering Housing 
Complex opposite the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
national conference next 
moath on combating unem- 
ployment in Jordan wall aim at 
devising a national strategy to 
deal with the unemployment 
issue, according to an official. 

Tayseer Nahar, vice presi- 
dent of the National Centre 
for the Development of 
Human Resources, said the 
conference, to be held under 
the slogan “We Are All Part- 
ners," is expected to be attend- 
ed by representatives of the 
public and private sectors 
including professional unions, 
labour unions, political par- 
ties, journalists, information 
services, universities, and 
chambers of. industry, and 
trade. 

Participants at foe meeting, 
due to open on Sept 22 under 
Royal patronage, will submit 
working papers focusing on 
adapting educational pro- 
grammes at the,,, university, 
community college and 
schools levels to meet the 
requirements of the local 
labour market, he said. 

Unking educational pro- 
grammes to the needs of the 
labour market is designed to 
help g raduates find jobs. 


Nahar added. 

Jordan has made major 
strides in drawing up a plan to 
help adapt* university educa- 
tion in this manner and has 
embarked on programmes 
encouraging students to take 
vocational training courses 
and developing educational 
and training programmes at 
schools in conjunction with 
the Vocational Training Cor- 
poration (VTC), according to 
Nahar. 

He said the concerned 
authorities have also intro- 
duced new courses for train- 
ing students in new trades and 
professions at VTC centres, 
including special training 
courses for women. 

Nahar pointed out that the 
- modernisation of training 
courses is a necessary step to 
meet modem requirements 
and to create partnerships 
between training institutions 
and industry. 

He said the proposed 
national strategy would 
among other things entail foe 
creation of a database to pro- 
vide information about the 
requirements of the labour 
market and help job seekers 
gain employment 



The Cabinet reviews upcoming projects during its second meeting on Saturday, 
which was held in the Irbid governors te (Petra photo) 

Cabinet approves JD21 2,000 
allocation to badia programme 


Journalists’ group asks for intervention on behalf of jailed editor 


By Afia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A France-based 
or ganisatio n defending journal- 
ists worldwide has asked His 
Majesty King Hussein to inter- 
vene to win foe freedom of the 
chief editor of a local satirical 
weekly who was arrested five 
days ago. 

Reporters Sans Frontiers 
(RSF) said in a letter sent to the 
King laie Friday that it was con- 
cerned about the incident and by 
a separate attack on the chief 
editor of an opposition weekly 
by fair unidentified baton- 
wielding assailants cm August 8. 

“Reporters Sans Frontiers... 
wishes to express its deep con- 
cern over two incidents involv- 
ing journalists that recently 


occurred in Jordan,” it said in 
die letter. 

It called on the King to help 
win the release of Hussein 
Emoush and tiiged the govern- 
ment to launch an inquiry into 
foe case of Nahed Halter 
Emoush, chief editor of Jor- 
dan’s only satirical weekly. 
Abed Rabbo, was arrested 
shortly afar midnight cm Mon- 
day by over 10 security officers 
carrying an arrest and search 
warrant. His family and the 
weekly’s managing editor said 
they have not received any rea- 
son for his arrest and have been 
unable to contact him since. 

Officials have declined com- 
ment on foe arrest 
“As far as we know, this jour- 
nalist [Emoush] has committed 
no crime... He only exercised 


his right to inform the public, as 
guaranteed in the International 
Declaration on Human Rights," 
said RSF. 

The last two editions of foe 
weekly tabloid attacked several 
government officials for 
allegedly mishandling the econ- 
omy and for tightening public 
freedoms. Jr also criticised the 
government’s handling of rite 
six-week-old water contamina- 
tion crisis. 

Hattar, chief editor of A1 
Mithaq weekly, was attacked on 
Sunday evening by four uniden- 
tified men as he returned home 
with his wife and eight-year-old 
son on a busy street in Jabal 
Hussein. 

The attackers beat Hatter on 
the head several times until be 
lost consciousness. 


Police officials said they are 
still searching for the assailants. 

Hattar, a leftist and vehement 
critic of past and present gov- 
ernments, blamed foe attack on 
a former, prime minister, the 
PLO’s Fateh movement, a for- 
mer government minister, and 
foe Israeli embassy in Am man. 

He told the Jordan Tiroes that 
the four parties must have been 
angered by his recent articles 
published in the paper and 
artackine them. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Friday criticised the attack on 
Hattar. “We do not wish to see 
any person taking the law into 
his own hands or takin g advan- 
tage of the King’s absence to 
tamper with t he nation's securi- 
ty and stability,’' the Regent 


said. 

The Jordan Press Association, 
the U.S.-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists, a coalition of 
opposition patties and the Arab 
Organisation for Human Rights 
in Jordan have urged the gov- 
ernment to bring foe assailants 
to justices 

The RSF said that there was 
an “apparent erosion of press 
freedom in Jordan" and asked 
the King “to do everything in 
your power to ensure that jour- 
nalists are free to pursue their 
mission safe from foe threat of 
physical violence, as is stipulat- 
ed in the International Covenant 
on Gvil and Political Rights, an 
agreement ratified by Jordan." 

King Hussein is undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment at a 
U.S. hospital. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday approved 
the allocation of JD2 12,000 
to the Jordan Badia 
Research and Development 
Project at the first of two 
sessions held to approve 
projects and discuss policy. 

During the first session, 
held in Amman, the Cabinet 
approved the participation 
of a Customs Department 
delegation in the third meet- 
ing of the Customs Informa- 
tion Committee, which will 
be held in Beirut from Aug. 
25-27. The meeting will dis- 
cuss such issues as sharing 
information electronically 
and the possibility of using 
the coordinating commodity 
coding system in the pro- 
posed Arab free trade zorifc. 

The Cabinet also 
approved the formation of a 
Ministry of Youth delega- 
tion to take part in the Firs 
Sharja Youth Forum, w’hich 
will be held Dec. 12-18 in 
Shariqa, and the nomination 
of Kheiruddin Shukri as 
member of the Board of 
Directors of the Agricultural 
Marketing Corporation 
(AMC). 

In its second session, held 


in the Irbid eovemorate. the 
Cabinet discussed issues 
related ro government 
administration and service- 
related projects. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali stressed the 
need to address the bloated 
government administration, 
saying that expenditure pri- 
orities should be clearly 
defined. 

Referring to university 
education. Majali said each 
student at public 
universities costs the gov- 
ernment JDSOO per annum. 
He called on wealthier stu- 
dents to pay required fees 
fully in order to help 
accommodate poorer stu- 
dents. 

Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour disclosed 
his ministry’s plan to begin 
television transmissions 
from Irbid after equipping 
the local TV studio. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser said the ministry 
will establish a centre for 
the multi-handicapped with 
allocations from future bud- 
gets. noting that the neces- 
sary studies have been made 


for. this project. He added 
that the ministiy will also 
reconsider the costs of elec- 
tricity and water to volun- 
tary societies with a view to 
reducing them. . 

On road construction pro- 
jects, Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Naser 
Lawzi said the ministry is 
searching for financiers for 
the Irbid-north Jordan Val- 
ley road, which has been 
assigned priority. On the 
estimated S25 million Irbid 
ring road, Lawzi said an ini- 
tial agreement for financing 
has been obtained. 

Minister of Culture and 
Youth Talal Sat'an A1 Has- 
san said his ministry has 
established a youth hostel in 
Irbid. He added that part of 
the activities of next year's 
Pan- Arab Youth Games will 
be held in Irbid. 

Minister of Health Ashraf 
Kurdi said the ministry has 
started work on the exten- 
sion of Princess Basma 
Educational Hospital, 
adding that monies for the 
construction of King Abdul- 
lah Hopsital and Yarmouk 
Hospital in the Bani Kan an a 
district have been allocated. 


Annual QAF contest aims to raise awareness on plight of epileptics 


FUHEIS FESTIVAL 

* Musical performance by Qamar Badran with the par- 
ticipation of the National Music Conservatory at the 
main theatre at 9:00 p.m. • 

/ 

SHABIB FESTTVAL/ZARQA 
MAIN THEATRE 

* Performance by Rihani Group at 6:30 p.m. 

* Fashion show of women’s dresses at 7:00 pjn. 

* Conceit by Bishara Rabadi at 9:45 p.m. (The festival 
concludes at 11:00 pjn. with a special ceremony). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Summer display of products at the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre/Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra (Tel. 569-9141/2). until Aug. 31. 

* “Miniatures in Humanities and Environment" by 
Walid Nasrallah at Orfali Art Gallery, Urn Utheina, until 
Aug. 25 (Tel. 5526932). 


By Mnnther Murjan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development (QAF) has 
launched a nationwide contest to 
try ml help Jordan's estimated 
80,000 epileptics, many of them 
suffering alone in a society that 
occasionally shuns them. 

“The QAF has chosen epilepsy as 
foe theme for this year’s annual 
contest because of the large num- 
bers of such patients in Jordan,” 
said Yousef Saleh, manager of foe 
contest. 

An estimated one to two per cent 
of Jordan’s 4.2 milli on population 
suffer, from epilepsy, according to 
figures compiled by foe Fund 

“This percentage is considered 
quite a high number in a society 
like ours," Saleh told the Jordan 
Times in an interview, 

“We want to earmark revenues 
from the contest to help epileptics, 
who so far have not received foe 
support and the attention they 
need" 

Revenues will come from selling 


forms that include information on 
the disease for 250 fils each in 
addition to donations from private 
and public establishments. 

The QAF launched the idea of 
contests four years ago to raise 
public awareness on various social 
issues, Saleh said 

Epilepsy is a recurrent distur- 
bance in the brain's chemical and 
electrical discharges, a condition 
that can- cause recurrent seizures, 
according to Abdul Kareem Qudah, 
medical director at the Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital and head of foe 
scientific committee supervising 
the QAF contest 

However, factors causing such 
disturbances either remain 
unknown or are caused by factors 
such as stress, trauma, low sugar 
and calcium and lack of oxygen to 
the brain, as well as diseases such 
as menin gi tis. 

“Epilepsy cannot be predicted, as 
it can happen to either sex at any 
age, even affecting children in foe 
womb " Qudah said. ’The seizures 
or electrical discharges associated 
with epilepsy can even be felt by a 


pregnant mother if her baby is 
affected" 

However, one seizure does not 
necessarily indicate that a person 
suffers from epilepsy. 

He said there were two main 
types of seizures: “focal,'’ in which 
a person partially loses control over 
a function such as speech or muscle 
movement for a few seconds; and 
“generalised," in which a patient 
loses complete control over 
him/herself and is beset by shaking 
or stiffening accompanied by 
breathing difficulty. 

Several patients, who spoke to 
the Jordan Times on condition of 
anonymity, said most seizures they 
experienced had drained their ener- 
gy- 

T usually have both types and it 
is really something," said a male 
epileptic. “It lasts for a couple of 
minutes, and after that I feel 
exhausted and disoriented., some- 
times I even drag myself on the 
floor because I feel so weak." 

Several epileptics said society’s 
generally negative attitude adds to 
their physical and emotional suffer- 


“It seems society reacts to us in a 
stronger way than we react to our 
condition," said a female epileptic. 

“It scares the hell out of people 
when they experience a fit for foe 
first time," she added. “God knows 
how many boyfriends I have lost, 
some after only telling them that I 
suffer from epilepsy." 

“Moreover, if it happens to me in 
the street people just stand there 
and stare. I feel so alienated.” she 
said. 

Qudah said epileptics were nor- 
mal people who can lead regular 
lives and “succeed in any of their 
chosen tasks." 

He said many of his patients 
“were medical doctors or even 
high-ranking officials who are per- 
forming extremely well in society." 

Epileptics are normally put on 
prescribed drugs to help control the 
brain's electrical discharges. In 
other cases, doctors resort to 
sutgery. 

“Treatment depends on the type 
of epilepsy," SaJeh said. “In addi- 
tion to pills, we have foe option of 


surgery, which is costly, though it 
can be 80 per cent successful.’’ 

The price of medicine differs 
from one patient to another, rang- 
ing from JD16 a month to JD225, 
depending on the type of seizure. 

Qudah said epileptics needed all 
the social help they could get. 

"They need all the support they 
can get from foe government, from 
society and from their family, as 
treating epilepsy needs a lot of 
money, effort, and time,” he said. 

“We hope that with this year's 
QAF contest, we can help raise 
social awareness regarding epilep- 
sy," Saleh said “In the long run, we 
hope that officials see to it that a 
special body is created to help meet 
the needs of epileptic patients, 
much like other associations that 
deal with cerebral palsy and handi- 
capped individuals." 

Over foe years, foe number of 
participants in QAF contests has 
grown from 175,465 in 1995 to 
223,606 in 1997, indicating grow- 
ing popular awareness and involve- 
ment in “issues affecting society’," 
Saleh said. 
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Myanmar deports 


foreign activists as 


stand-off persists 


YANGON (AFP) — 
Myanmar deported 18 for- 
eign pro-democracy 

activists Saturday as oppo- 
sition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi dug in for the fourth 
day of a roadside stand-off 
with the ruling military. 

The visibly relieved 
activists arrived in Bangkok 
vowing they would carry on 
campaigning for human 
rights in Myanmar but said 
they had been well treated 
durins their six-dav deten- 


tion. 

They were sentenced to 
five years hard labour by a 
court in Myanmar- Friday 
for attempting to incite 
unrest, -but the penalties 
were immediately suspend- 
ed and they were ordered to 
be deponed, diplomats said. 

"We were treated like 
kings and queens, had won- 
derful living quarters, fans 
and air-con ... everything 
we wanted." U.S. student 
Sapna Chhattpar. 20. told 
reporters at Bangkok's air- 
port. 

"But it's hard to be happy 
when the people of Burma 
who have done the same 
things we have are still 
under attack.” 

Their release came after 
opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi began a fourth day 
in her van on a roadside 
near Yangon after being 
blocked from visiting 
provincial supporters. 

Diplomats said the van. 
also carrying two drivers 
and an official from her 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party, 
has been towed to a bridge 
where she spent six days in 
a similar confrontation last 
month. 

"It looks like nothing has 
changed and we're going* 
through the same thing as 
last time, though this one 
could be longer." said one 
Western diplomat, referring 
to the previous stand-off 
which ended when the 
Nobel peace laureate was 
forcibly taken back to her 


home on July 29. 

It is her fourth failed 
attempt to travel to meet 
provincial supporters in lit- 
tle over a month. The junta 
has said it cannot allow her 
to proceed further for her 
own safety as there are 
security problems in the 
area. 

Her van is now at the 
scene of last month's con- 
frontation — a small bridge 
some 25 kilometres outside 
Yangon — but this time she 
has brought extra supplies, 
diplomats said. 

A junta spokesman said an 
ambulance was at the site 
and security personnel have 
been deployed to protect 
her. 

In a statement Saturday, a 
junta spokesman added that 
efforts were being made to 
make her roadside stay 
comfortable as possible and 
that she had been provided 
with a tape player and 
Western music cassettes by 
Madonna and Michael 
Jackson. 

Meanwhile. U.S. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
Friday the standoff with 
Aung San Suu Kyi' had 
reached its “moment of 
truth” and that the interna- 
tional community needed to 
step up pressure on the 
junta. 

“Aung San Suu Kyi is 
again asserting her basic 
right to move freely in her 
country." said Albright at a 
meeting in Washington with 
visiting Japanese Foreign 
Minister Musahiko 

Komura. 

At their trial Friday, the 
presiding judge in Yangon 
told the 18 activists they 
would have 90 days to 
appeal the jail sentence. But 
military authorities inter- 
vened to order a suspension 
and their deportation, wit- 
nesses said. 

However the suspension 
of the sentences was condi- 
tional on the activists pledg- 
ing not to violate Myanmar 


law again and “refraining 
from acts detrimental to the 
people of Myanmar.” said 
an official. 

The suspension was 
ordered in “view of bilater- 
al relations between 
Myanmar and the relevant 
countries.” the home min- 
istry said. 

In a statement released in 
Bangkok Saturday. 

Myanmar's exiled National 
Council for the Union of 
Burma, an umbrella group 
of anti-junta organisations 
including opposition NLD 
cabinet ministers, con- 
demned the sentences and 
deportations as unlawful. 

“This evidently shows 
that the (junta) is interpret- 
ing and using the Jaw to suit 
its own purpose." the state- 
ment said. 

"We would like to affirm 
that we take much pride in 
and put on record the 
valiant act of the 1 8 friends 
of Burma.” it said, adding it 
was delighted at their 
release. 

The activists were round- 
ed up Sunday handing out 
pamphlets urging people to 
remember the 10th anniver- 
sary of a bloody military 
crackdown on pro-democ- 
racy demonstrators on Aug. 
8. 1*988. 

The detainees were six 
U.S. nationals, three Thais, 
three Malaysians, three 
Indonesians, two Filipinos 
and one Australian. 

The White House wel- 
comed the release of the 
activists but also issued a 
wanting to Yangon. 

“While we are pleased 
that these American citizens 
will be returning to the 
United States, we think this 
ought to serve as a reminder 
that there is an absence of 
protection of basic human 
rights in Burma." said 
spokesman Michael 

McCuny. 

The NLD won 1990 polls 
in Myanmar by a landslide 
but the junta has refused to 
give up power. 


Thai student Chanakan Pandemivongse (left) is welcomed by her mother Kusuma 
upon her arrival from Yangon at Bangkok's Don Muang airport. Eighteen pro- 
democracy activists arrived in Thailand Saturday after a Myanmar court ordered 
their deportation from the country for handing out leaflets in the capital (Reuters 
photo) 


Worry leads teenage 


girls to depression 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) -- 
Adolescent girls are tar 
more likely than adolescent 
boys to suffer from depres- 
sion. possibly because they 
spend more time worrying 
more about problems in 
their lives, according to a 
study released Friday. 

“Girls feel less control of 
their environments than 
boys from a very early age. 
and this sense of uncontrol- 
labilitv contributes to rumi- 
nation." psychologists 
Susan Nolcn-Hoeksema 
and Joan Girgus said. 

“In essence, girls arc 
frantically trying to under- 
stand what's going on in 
their lives and (heir own 
emotional distress, and this 
is manifested as rumina- 


tion.' 

The study, w'hich was 
presented to a meeting of 
the American 

Psychological Association 
here, saidihat sharply high- 
er depression rales among 
teenage girls and women 


may be directly linked to 
the habit of “rumination”. 

Before the age of 1 1 . girls 
and boys have more or less 
equal rates of depressive 
symptoms and depressive 
disorders. As they grow to 
the age of 15. however, 
depression rales rise 
sharply among girls, while 
rising only slightly among 
boys. 

Girgus and Nolen- 
Hoeksenta said that rumi- 
nation — which they 
describe as “passive repeti- 
tive focus on negative emo- 
tions” — looked like a 
prohable culprit. 

In a survey of 615 San 
Francisco area teenagers, 
the two psychologists 
asked which aspects of 
their lives prompted the 
greatest worries. 

*" While the sexes reported 
roughly equal rates of con- 
cern about school, relation- 
ships witlv parents and 
future career plans, the 
girls reported a whole host 


of other worries that hardly 
registered among the boys. 

Among these were wor- 
ries about their appearance, 
friends, personal problems, 
romantic relationships, 
being popular and being 
safe, the study said. 

"The only issue that boys 
reported being more con- 
cerned about than girls was 
‘sports and other activi- 
ties'." the study said. 

The two psychologists 
said that the wide variety of 
concerns plaguing teenage 
girls could make it more 
difficult to treat their 
depression — and offered 
no quick fix for the prob- 
lem. 

“These are not easily 
solved issues. Many of 
these issues involve others 
and one’s relationships 
with others or the problems 
of others that are not easy 
to fix. and can present new 
challenges or concerns 
every day.” the researchers 
said. 


Taleban consolidate hold in north, j Pakistan slams 


claim capture of another town 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's Taleban 
movement said Saturday its 
forces were consolidating 
sweeping gains in the north 
and claimed the overnight 
capture of a third town in 
Baghalan province. 

The town of Do*hi situat- 
ed close to the crucial 
Salang tunnel that links the 
Afghan capital Kabul with 
the north of the country, 
was taken late Friday. 
Taleban officials told the 
Afchan Islamic Press 
(A1P). 

Opposition forces fled the 
town after brief fighting, 
the Pakistan-based informa- 
tion serv ice quoted Taleban 
officials as saying. 

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation 
of the Taleban claim. 

Wednesday the Islamic 
militia seized the key towns 
of Pul-i-Khumri and Nahrin 
in Baghlan. four days after 
stormme into the northern 


opposition stronghold of 
Ma/ar-i-Sharif. 

The (owns. situated 
around 160 kilometres 
north of Kabul, were held 
by forces of the ousted 
Afghan government’s, mili- 
tary strongman Ahmad 
Shah Masood and Saved 
Jafar Naderi. leader of a 
Shiite Ismaili Muslim sect. 

A Taleban spokesman told 
AFP in Kabul the Islamic 
militia was still consolidat- 
ing its latest sw eeping gains 
in northern Afghanistan. 

The spokesman. Abdul 
Hae Mutmaen. speaking 
from the Taleban base at 
Kandahar in southern 
Afghanistan, said no fresh 
battle was reported from the 
north. 

“Nothing major is going 
on. Our forces arc still 
cleaning up the newly-cap- 
tured territory." he said. 

The frontlines 25 kilome- 
tre north of the capital were 
also quiet. The religious 


militia fighters were seen 
checking their heavy 
w capons and resting. 

Local shepherds grazed 
their flocks close to the 
Taicban's tanks and farmers 
harvested their crops, wit- 
nesses said. 

A Taleban commander in 
the area Friday said they 
had’sent message* to oppo- 
sition commanders on the 
frontlines ro surrender 
peacefully 

Taleban's supreme leader 
Mulla Mohammad Omar 
has said the religious move- 
ment “is composed of all 
ethics groups inhabiting 
Afghanistan and can repre- 
sent the whole nation.” 
Taleban mouthpiece Radio 
Shariat reported. 

“The highups and the 
members of this movement 
never think on ethnic, racial 
and linguistic grounds, 
respecting all segments of 
the country on Islamic 
basis..” the radio quoted him 


as saving. 

The Taleban movement, 
which emerged from 
Koranic school* four years 
ago is widely seen as a pre- 
dominantly ethnic- Fashtun 
force. Opponents say it 
wants to impose Pashlun 
domination. 

Russia ha* blamed the 
militia for ethnic massacres 
in Mazar-r-Shnrif. a charge 
denied by Taleban officials. 

In Iran Foreign Minister 
Kama! Khur.i/i Saturday 
urged the Taleban to end its 
"banditry" m Afghanistan 
and bow tn ihc wishes ot 
the international communi- 
ty to form a coalition gov- 
ernment. Iran’s official 
IR.YA news jgcnc y report- 
ed. 

Taleban officials have 
condemned Iranian support 
for the opposition and 
called « in Tehran to "mend" 
us policy They also blasted 
Russian "imcrlerenec” in 
Afghanistan. 


accusations of military 
aid to Taleban 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan Saturday reject- 
ed accusations it gave 
military support to the 
Taleban and said the 
Islamic militia now 
poised to gain total con- 
trol of Afghanislan posed 
“no threat” to any neigh- 
bouring state. 

“Pakistan has not mili- 
tarily assisted or inter- 
fered in Afghanistan." a 
Joreign office spokesman 
said in a statement, the 
first formal reaction to 
allegations voiced in 
Russia. Iran and sonic 
Central Asian countries. 

The spokesman said it 
was the anti -Taleban 
northern alliance that had 
been receiving military- 
supplies from outside. 

“It is well known how 
the northern alliance has 
kept up its operations 
with massive supplies of 


arms and ammunition 
from abroad." he added. 

Terming the accusations 
against Pakistan a “moti- 
vated propaganda" the 
spokesman called on the 
international community 
to “accept the realities on 
the ground.” 

“Taleban have already 
declared that (heir agenda 
is purely domestic and 
that they pose no threat to 
any neighbouring coun- 
try.” the spokesman said. 

“There is no need to 
conjure i magi nary 

threats." he said urging 
the international commu- 
nity to "dispassionately 
look at die situation in 
Afghanistan." 

lie said the international 
community should 

"engage with the Taleban 
so as to encourage them to 
preserve their domestic 
agenda." 


U.S. balloonist breaks distance record 


ST. LOUIS IR) — U.S. 
pilot Steve Fossett 
Saturday broke his own 
distance record for a 
manned balloon flight as 
he neared the half-way 
mark in his hid to become 
the first person to circle 
the world nonstop in a 
balloon. 

His control centre at 
Washington University in 
St. Louis said Fossett was 
north of the coast of 
Australia when he 
reached 16.866 km at 
5:30 a.m. EDT (0930 
GMT), breaking his own 
record of 16.673. SI kin 
set in January 1997. 

“He's I Fossett) happy 


and excited about it. 
He'll be hitting the half- 
way point in about one 
hour and a half.” said 
Doug Blount from mis- 
sion control. 

The half-way point to 
circle the globe is about 
17.702 km. Fossett is 
expected to fly over Perth 
at about I p.m. EDT 
(1700 GMT). 

Fossett's combination 
helium and hoi air bal- 
loon broke the record at 
an altitude of about 144 
metres. Blount said, pos- 
sibly another record for 
an American pilot. 

His ground team said 
earlier that conditions 


looked good for him to 
make the long, last reach 
over the South Pacific. 

“At this lime the 
longer- range projections 
are suggesting no weath- 
er reason no: to commit 
beyond Australia and into 
the Pacific, but this deci- 
sion ujjl be our crisis du 
jour during the week- 
end." the team's chief 
meteoroingisr. Bob Rice, 
said. 

The 54- v ear-old finan- 
cial markets millionaire 
has maintained an alti- 
tude in excess of S.534 
flutters, the highest level 
since the trip began a 
week ago in wcsicrn 


Argentina. 

Rice said the height was 
crucial in order in keep 
the balloon in an easterly 
flow over the Indian 
Ocean and was essential 
earlier to enable Fossett 
to escape possibly trip- 
ending circular winds at 
lower levels. 

He said il wax hoped 
the balloon could be 
brought down to lower 
though slower levels as it 
passes over Australia to 
improve the comfort 
level for the pilot. The 
balloon is not pressurised 
though the capsule is 
heated and Fossett is mi 


nxvacn. 


Australia was an impnr- 
tanl target for the bal- 
loonist because it was 
along the most direct 
route towards the Smith 
Pacific and South 
America and because it 
offered Fossett the last 
substantial chance In 
abort the mission over 
land should lie decide he 
cannot make the long 
final leg over water. 

Should he have to ditch 
in the ocean, his balloon 
capsule is designed in 
float and he also has a 
four-man life raft His 
control centre said it 
would alert the nearest 
ship if he did go down 


over water. 

Fossett has a satellite 
telephone but has done 
nearly all of his commu- 
nications via e mail 
through a satellite link 
that produces a fax at his 
control centre . I ic has 
avoided using the tele- 
phone because it is a 
drain on the battery and 
lakes a scientific experi- 
ment «>n board the craft 
offline when he uses it. 

Fossett made three pre- 
vious tries for the around 
the-worid mark, all of 
them in the northern 
hemisphere. The current 
expedition could last 18 
davs. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Loren in New York hospital 
for a few days 


RftMF (API — Actress Sophia J-oren is being treated for 
a few days at a New Yoric hospital after falling ill on a 
flight from Los Angeles ’and will have to slop a trip to 
Venice next month to receive a major award, Italian 
news media Saturday quoted her family as saying. RA1 
state TV and radio and well as private Italian network 
Canale 5 said her family in Los Angeles Friday issued a 
statement blaming stress for a “light cardiov^cular" 
problem. It said hot weather and a long delay before the 
flight took off for New York were also factors in Loren’s 
falling ill. The statement, issued by the family of film 
producer Carlo Ponti. her husband, said Loren, who is 
63 had been transferred from intensive care to a regular 
room and would be hospitalised for a few days. Loren 
won't be able to keep her appointment Sept. 3 to receive 
the Venice Film Festival's Golden Lion career award, the 
family statement was quoted as saying, ft was not clear 
which flight Loren had taken or the exact nature of the 
heart problem. “She just needs rests — no more aero- 
planes for a month." RAI TV quoted Ponti as saying in 
Los Angeles. Loren apparently had recently made sever- 
al long trips, including one from her other home, in 
Geneva. Switzerland, to California. The family made the 
statement after a day of swirling rumours in the United 
States, including one that she had suffered a heart attack 
after some plastic surgery. Friday, a spokesman at the 
hospital where she was reportedly taken denied a report 
by ihe New York Daily News that the Italian-born Loren 
had suffered a heart attack and was resting comfortably 
at New York Hospital-Cornel l Medical Centre. 


Passenger ship crew saves 23 
Moroccan illegals lost at sea 


MELILLA. Spain (AFP) — A passenger ship rescued 23 
near-shipwrecked Moroccans attempting to enter Spain 
on the sly. Spanish officials said Saturday. The ship's 
crew spotted the 23 illegal immigrants, who were travel- 
ling aboard a small boat with a tiny motor, about 60 kilo- 
metres southeast of the Spanish coosl Melilla officials 
said. The ship's captain and crew “succeeded in saving 
their lives by bringing them onboard and taking care of 
them," officials said in a statement, adding the immi- 
grants were in good health. The 23 Moroccans disem- 
barked at 12:45 a.m. (2245 GMT) Friday, when authori- 
ties took them to Melilla police headquarters, which wiU 
now deport them, according to Spanish immigration law. 
The Melilla government lamented “once again ... organ- 
ised (illegal immigration) networks of endangering the 
lives of human beings." The ship that saved the immi- 
grants was ferrying passengers from Alnieria. Spain, to 
The Spanish enclave of Melilla. which is located on tfie 
northern coast of Africa. Illegal immigration into the 
Spanish enclave has become a mounting concern 
because of its proximity to Morocco and Algeria. 
Authorities Wednesday announced they would build a 
thick, metal wall, six kilometres long, to keep out 
unwanted outsiders from neighbouring Morocco. In 
early July. 38 Moroccan immigrants drowned on their 
way to Melilla. but the case was not revealed until a 
month later, prompting humanitarian groups, the media 
and the opposition to accuse the government of a cover- 
up. The enclave government defended itself, saying that 
the tragedy had occurred in Moroccan waters. 


More British women 
prefer ironing to sex 


LONDON (R) — British women would rather do the 
ironing than have sex in the morning. The women even 
rate bringing in the milk or putting on their make-up 
higher than early morning passion with their partner, a 
survey by door-to-door cosmetics firm Avon revealed 
Friday. Just 1.9 per cent of the 400 women polled — all 
aged between 25 and 65 and three quarters of them mar- 
ried — s aid they made time for sex in the morning. This 
compared with 4.4 per cent who opted for doing the iron- 
ing and 35 per cent for collecting the milk from the 
doniMcp. The remainder preferred doing their make-up. 
The survey also found that most women still thought the 
most romantic thing a man could do was to hold open a 
door or cam - their baes. 


Bid goes on to recover bodies 
from Austrian mine collapse 


VIENNA (AFP) — Effons to retrieve the bodies of 10 
miners trapped when an Austrian mine collapsed in mid- 
July will continue, although there are no longer any 
hopes of finding survivors. Economy Minister Hannes 
F.im loiter said. The last hope of finding survivors van- 
ished Friday after a camera inserted into the dilapidated 
Lax.sing mine, south-west of Vienna, remained blocked 
at a depth of 164 metres of mud. It failed to reach die air 
pocket 1 75 metres down, the only remaining place where 
ihc miners could have survived. But the minister, quoted 
hy the Austrian agency APA. said "efforts to recover the 
bodies would go on undeterred." “The power of nature 
stopped another miracle happen inn." said Famleiter. 
referring to the discovery of Georg Hainzl, 24. who sur- 
vived nine days under 63 metres of mud. The minister 
was joined by Austrian Chancellor Viktor Klima in 
expressing deep sympathy" with the families of the vic- 
tims ot ihc July 17 disaster at Lassinc. 185 kilometres 
south-west of Vienna. “I cun assure you that we will 
respect your wishes and take all possible measures to 
,l,c - vour husbands, fathers and sons.” 

s.uu Mima, late Friday, quoted bv APA. 
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Workers dear up the Brenner highway linking Austria and Italy after a huge rock and mnd slide which killed at 
least five people early Saturday when it crushed cars on the I talian side of the main highway (Reuters photo) 


At least 5 dead as mudslides 
bury cars in northern Italy 


BOLZANO. Italy (AP) — 
Mudslides barrelling across 
the main highway south of 
the Italian- Austrian border 
early Saturday buried two 
cars, killing five German 
vacationers. authorities 
said. 

Three people were slight- 
ly injured by the slides, 
which covered the high- 
speed autostrada highway, a 
local highway and rail 
tracks in a narrow point of a 
valley river gorge where all 
three routes pass. 

Traffic was backed up as 
far as 30 kilometres into 
Austria from the Brenner 
Pass, and for kilometres on 
the Italian side. Rescue 
workers gave out water and 
food to stuck motorists. 

AH five bodies were 
recovered from the cars, 
which were buried under a 


three-metre high layer of 
mud and rocks, RAJ said. 

Austria Press Agency 
reported that the dead were 
a married couple from 
Mainz in one car and a fam- 
ily with a young boy from 
Pinneberg. Schleswig- 
Holstein. in northern 
Germany. 

One of the cars was flat- 
tened in the middle and 
most of its front end was 
missing. 

Some of the rocks that 
tumbled down the sheer val- 
ley walls were almost as big 
as cars. Fallen tree trunks 
were so thick workers had 
to saw them into smaller 
chunks before removing 
them. 

Injured slightly were three 
German tourists who sought 
refuge on the roof of their 
camper, which had been 


parked near the road when 
the slides struck, ANSA 
reported. 

Scene of the tragedy was 
just outside the town of 
Fortezza. about 40 kilome- 
tres south of the border, 
which is crossed by the 
Brenner Pass, one of 
Europe’s major north-south 
crossing points. 

Three separate mudslides 
were triggered shortly after 
midnight by a thunderstorm 
in the South Tyrol, or Alto 
Adige, in the heart of Italy's 
Alpine resort country. 

Hundreds of firefighters 
and other rescuers used 
bulldozers and shovels to 
dig through tonnes of mud 
and using metal detectors to 
see if there were any other 
vehicles buried by the 
slides. But several hours 
later Bolzano police said 


there didn’t appear to be any 
other bodies in the mud. 

Highway authorities said 
that the autostrada and rail 
lines would not be cleared 
before Saturday night at the 
earliest. The local highway 
was reopened by mid-mom- 
ing. 

Saturday was the Aug. 15 
Assumpdon Day religious 
feast day which shuts down 
Italy and much of the rest of 
Europe. Traffic is usually 
heaviest on the days before 
and after the holiday. 

No trains were hit, but 
rerouting cost travellers 
several hours of delays. 
Buses moved travellers 
between Verona and the 
Austrian side of t he border. 

Italy's transport minister, 
who was in the area for 
vacation, inspected the area 
by helicopter. 
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New crew 
docks with Mir 


U.S. study finds why 
snoring can kill you 


Congo rebels 
army of killing 


accuse Kabila 
opponents 


MOSCOW (AP) — A 
fresh crew reached the Mir 
space station Saturday and 
docked successfully after a 
minor hitch, space officials 
said. 

A Soyuz TM-28 ’ ship, 
launched Thursday from 
the Baikonur cosmodrome 
in Kazakstan, carried what 
is expected to be the age- 
ing station's next-to-last 
crew. 

At the last minute, the 
docking _ was switched 
from automatic to manual 
pilot, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. It said 
mission controllers spotted 
a minor problem in the 
automatic docking system,.. 

The docking was carried 
out , 2 minutes ahead of 
schedule, at 2:56 p.m. 
Moscow time, the news 
agency said. 

Earlier in the -week, 
space officials had report- 
ed trouble with Mir’s auto- 
matic docking system but 
later said the crew fixed it. 
The docking system has 
failed during previous 
dockings, but the crew has 
been able to use manual 
controls. 

Among .the arriving cos- 
monauts was a rookie — 
former national security 
advisor Yuri Baturin, on a 


mission that was widely 
ridiculed as a hoax when it 
was first announced. 

Baturin and two other 
cosmonauts, flight com- 
mander Sergei Avdeyev 
and engineer Gennady 
Padalka. will relieve a 
crew that has been on Mir 
since January. 

The new crew is expect- 
ed to remain until 
February. However, 
Avdeyev. the flight com- 
mander, might remain on 
the orbiter until June, 
when the Mir is to be dis- 
carded and lowered to 
Earth. 

Yeltsin fired Baturin as 
national security advisor 
earlier this year without 
explanation; Since then, 
the 49-year-old official, a 
space physicist by train- 
ing. has focused on train- 
ing for the trip. 

It has not been clear why 
Baturin was chosen. Some 
people have speculated 
that he is expected to 
attract attention to the 
struggling space pro- 
gramme. Baturin told 
reporters at Baikonur that 
he would like to work 
aboard the ^ international 
space station, which is to 
receive its first crew next 
July. 


WASHINGTON <R) — 

Dental surgeons said 
Saturday they had discovered 
why snoring can kill some- 
rimes — it can actually cause 
damage to the arteries. 

Snoring is usually harm- 
less. if annoying, unless a 
person has a particular disor- 
der known as sleep a pnoea. 

Sleep apnoea is marked by 
irregular breathing and snort- 
ing. Sufferers often stop 
breathing completely for up 
to several seconds. It usually 
affects overweight, middle- 
aged men' and has been 
linked with stroke and heart 
disease. 

A team at the University of 
California at Los Angeles 
School of Dentistry set out to 
see what the physical mecha- 
nism is. 

Writing in the Journal of 
Oral and % Maxillofacial 
Surgery, they said X-rays 
showed it is more complicat- 
ed than seems immediately 
obvious. 

“When persons with sleep 
apnoea fall asleep, their 
tongue falls back into their 
throat, blocking their airway. 
As they struggle for breath, 
their blood pressure soars.” 
Dr. Arthur Friedlander. an 
oral surgeon -who worked on 
the study, said in a statement 

“We believe that this rise in 
blood pressure damages the 
inner walls of the carotid 


arteries lining the sides of the 
neck,” he added 
“Cholesterol and calcium 
stick to the injury sites and 
amass into calcified plaques, 
which block blood flow to 
the brain. The result is often a 
massive stroke.” 

Friedlander' and his team 
took X-rays of the necks of 
47 male veterans who had 
sleep apnoea. and compared 
them to the X-rays of nearly 
900 other men. 

Ten of the men with sleep 
apnoea. or 21 per cent, had 
hardened blockages in their 
carotid arteries. Only 22 of 
the 900 “control” volunteers 
— just 2_5 per cent — did 
'•Our result told us thar the 
increased stroke risk was 
coming from the neck, not 
another part of the body” 
said Friedlander. 

He said the damage was 
probably extensive. “The cal- 
cium deposits are just the tip 
of the iceberg," he said. “The 
X-ray can’t show the true size 
of the plaque, which is also 
made up of fat, plarelets and 
other soft tissue." 

When a person is suffering 
from sleep apnoea, air cannot 
flow in or out of the nose or 
mouth. Oxygen is not taken 
in so carbon dioxide builds to 
dangerous levels in the blood 
“It’s like pressing a pillow 
over someone's face,” 
Friedlander said 


MUANDA. Congo (R) 
— Rebel leaders in the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo accused gov- 
ernment forces Saturday 
of systematically killing 
opponents as they with- 
drew in the face of a 
rebel advance. 

A statement from the 
newly newly-formed 
Congolese Democratic 
Movement (CDR) said 
members of the 
*Banyamulenge group of 
ethnic Tutsis were partic- 
ularly being targeted in 
the eastern Kivu region. 

Bizima Karaha, a for- 
mer foreign minister who 
fled the capital Kinshasa 
two weeks ago to join the 
rebels, read the statement 
to Reuters by telephone 
from Goma. 

CDR is the political 
wing of the rebel move- 
ment fighting to oust 
President Laurent Kabila, 
and has its headquarters 
in Goma, the capital of 
North Kivu province. 

“The government 
troops are killing and 
looting as they withdraw 
to our advancing forces. 
They are killing anyone 
opposed to President 
Kabila but most especial- 
ly people from Kivu and 


the Banyamulenge 
group.” Karaha said. 

The statement was 
signed by CDR leaders 
Emile Ilunga. a long-time 
exile, Arthur Zahiti 
Ngoma, leader of a 
Kinshasa opposition 
party called the Forces 
for ’ the Future, and 
Wamba Dia Wamba. a 
professor who returned to 
Congo last year only to 
flee " two months later, 
accusing Kabila of cor- 
ruption. 

The latest rebellion was 
ignited on Aug. 2 after 
government troops 
mutinied. accusing 
President Laurent Kabila 
of corruption, misman- 
agement, nepotism and 
failure to chan out a 
political programme for 
this vast west African 
country. 

Karaha. a physician 
who until recently also 
doubled as Kabila’s chief 
political strategist, said 
the rebel group was 
determined to overthrow 
their former boss. 

“We take it as a nation- 
al duty, and a matter of 
principle that Kabila and 
all that he stands for be 
removed." he said. 

Karaha predicted that 


Kabila, who came to 
power in May 1997 on 
the back of a regional 
alliance led by Rwanda, 
would fall within weeks. 

He said rebel forces 
were now advancing 
rapidly through the east- 
ern Kivu region and 
towards the west. 

In the important oil 
town of Muanda on the 
Atlantic Ocean coast, 
commanders said front- 
line units were tightening 
their grip on villages out- 
side Port Matadi which 
was captured by rebel 
forces two days ago. 

Matadi, 372 kin from 
Kinshasa, is a key gate- 
way to the capital. 
Muanda is also near 
Angola's oil-rich enclave 
of Kabinda. 

"We are advancing, we 
are consolidating 'posi- 
tions. and we should be 
in Kinshasa soon," 
Commander 

Munyapenda Kayoyo, 
head of the rebel force at 
Muanda. told Reuters. 

The rebels also control 
the naval base of Banana 
on the Atlantic coastline. 
Regional • military ana- 
lysts said with the col- 
lapsing military com- 
mand structure in 


Kinshasa, it should be 
easy for the rebels to slip 
into the city of six mil- 
lion people with little or 
no resistance. 

Thursday, Kabila 
sacked his army chief 
and brother-in-law 
Celestine Kifwa for his 
conduct of the war 
against the rebels, offi- 
cials said. 

Kabila himself has not 
been seen in public since 
Wednesday and there are 
conflicting reports as to 
whether he is in Kinshasa 
or not. Government offi- 
cials say he is. 

The capital was calm 
Samrday, with little sign 
of extra military activity, 
although Western gov- 
ernments advised their 
nationals to leave. 

Karaha also dismissed 
as useless a political ini- 
tiative by the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) and region- 
al leaders to try to end the 
war in the former Zaire. 

"These people are 
going round the region 
talking to the wrong peo- 
ple. TTiey must come and 
talk to us otherwise the 
whole exercise is use- 
less," he said. 


President’s testimony should 
be safe from eavesdroppers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
White House technicians are 
masters of technology that 
would thwart any outsiders' 
efforts to tap into the video 
transmission of President Bill 
Clinton’s testimony to grand 
jurors, a communications 
specialist says. 

The White House 
Communications Agency 
will videotape Clinton's testi- 
mony Monday afternoon and 
provide "a one-way live feed” 
to grand jurors 15 kilometres 
away at the U.S. Courthouse, 
presidential spokesman Mike 
McCuiry sad Friday. 

Clinton will be questioned 
by prosecutors in the Map 
Room, pm of the White 
House residence, McCurry 
said. He declined to provide 
further details about the 
closed-circuit TV transmis- 
sion. 

The grand jury is hearing 
testimony in Independent 
Counsel Kenneth Starr's 
investigation of Clinton's 


contacts with former White 
House intern Monica 
Lewinsky. The secrecy of 
grand jury proceedings is pro- 
tected by law, although 
Clinton and other witnesses 
can talk about their own testi- 
mony if they choose. 

Starr is investigation allega- 
tions of a presidential affair 
and cover-up. 

As the day approached, 
Washington was filled with 
speculation about the prose- 
cutors’ questions and 
Clinton's answers. But it is 
unlikely anyone will find out 
through eavesdropping on the 
video feed said Dennis 
Dunbar, a telecommunica- 
tions specialist with 15 years’ 
experience setting up closed- 
circuit TV conferences. 

“It will be absolutely 
secure," Dunbar predicted. 

The most likely scenario is 
the use of digital transmission 
cable to link the White House 
and the courthouse to the 
existing fiber optic network 


beneath Washington's streets. 
There are thousands of under- 
ground cables, and inside 
each of those, thousands of 
lines only as thick as a human 
hair. 

“If someone climbed in a 
manhole to try to find the 
wire, they would have literal- 
ly thousands and thousands to 
pick from,” Dunbar said 

The feed will likely go over 
a dedicated line carrying 
nothing -but Clinton's trans- 
mission. lowering the 
chances of any kind of inter- 
ception, he said 

The White House 
Communications Agency, 
created in 1942 as pan of the 
Army Signal Corps, will 
almost certainly use die most 
sophisticated encryption tech- 
nology available to scramble 
both the image and the sound 
Dunbar said 

“WHCA is the cream of the 
crop — die best communica- 
tions specialists die military 
has,” he said 


Rebels agree to release crew 
members of bombed out ship 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Tamil Tiger rebels said 
Saturday they will release all 
die 22 crew members of a 
Dubai-owned ship which was 
destroyed by the Sri Lankan air 
force. t 

“Arrangements are now 
being made to band them over 
to the International Committee 
of die Red Cross,” said a Tamil 


Tiger statement faxed to The 
Associated Press in New 
Delhi. 

In Colombo, the ICRC said 
the Tigers have agreed to 
release the 17 Indian crew 
members through it immedi- 
ately and negotiations were 
being held for the release of the 
Sri Lankan members as well. 

Harsha Gunawaidene, an 


official of the ICRC said his 
office established contact with 
the Tigers Samiday. The 
release was likely to take a few 
days because of logistical diffi- 
culties, he said. 

The Indian and Sri Lankan 
crewmen are being held in 
rebel-controlled territory of 
Mullaittivu, 290 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo. 
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Legitimacy undeserved 


WITH THE recent capture «»f M a zar-i -Sharif and 
other northern •jyirri'ion low ns. the Talehan militia 
have vli'Uiiiii} completed their conquest of what 
remains of Afghanistan. Despite the hopes for peace 
on the part of. Afghans who hate endured nearly 20 
years of civ ii war and random acts of violence com- 
mitted hv the warring militias, recent events and the 
track record of the Talehan raise serious doubts as to 
what kind of unified country they will have to call 
home. 

Reports from a wide range of sources about extra- 
judicial killinip* and other human rights abuses per- 
petrated b\ the Talehan have been filtering out of the 
northern part of the country following the militia's 
entry there. However, it has not been possible to ver- 
ify these reports since the Talehan have resolutely 
refused to allow any journalists, even those from die- 
hard ally Pakistan, to view first-hand what is actual- 
ly going on there. Why the need for secrecy in their 
supposed laudable goal of bringing unity to the 
country? 

More serious are tile types of human rights viola- 
tions that are being institutionalised in Taleban-held 
areas. These have all been well documented and 
indeed, arc part of the militias “platform'*: denying 
women the most basic rights of education and health, 
extrajudicial killings, and torture and other inhu- 
mane Forms of treatment, to name a few. Rights that 
arc enshrined hi numerous international and U.N. 
accords u\ v.ftich Afghanistan is a signatory are now 
being trampled by the party which is claiming to 
bring Vfghanistau peace. 

Tile irony of these transgressions is that the 
Talehan arc now demanding U.N. recognition as the 
legitimate gov ernment of Afghanistan. If the militia 
wishes !♦.• he accepted as part of the world communi- 
ty. with the rights and privileges that go along with 
that, then I: must also abide hy the rules and respon- 
sibilities of such recognition. This fact, from their 
emergency to the present day. does not appear to 
have even been acknowledged by the Talehan. The 
storming of She l .Y compound in Kabul and subse- 
quent extra judicial killing of former Afghan 
President Nnjibulkih should be noted in this regard. 

But the saddest part of the whole episode has been 
demonstrated hy the militia's refusal to allow 
humanitarian aid groups to operate effectively In 
tile country. As if the spectre of rockets, tanks, and 
armed gangs roaming around is not enough, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Afghans are living in unsani- 
tary conditions, often with little clean food or water. 
Viter the last major earthquake in the north, des- 
perate i’.ors were forced to cat grass to stay 
aiiv •. i\ spite this, the Talehan lust mmitli virtually 
furvui relit f groups out of the country. What is the 
value ni a unified country that will not allow its pop- 
ular. at k css j,. finfi nr water? 

lVspiic the tall, of unification and ultimate peace, 
which certainly would he welcome to war-weary 
Afghans. ;iie price of these institutions, as iniple- 
u-.t i-v :!,e talehan. may he very high. The 
newest ; .i7- vi.mva lions by the militia concerning 
democracy and human rights seem a farce when con- 
sidering the source. \s with all coitHirts and wars. 
She real lasers of (his battle for orthodoxy 'till he the 
people. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Jordan seeks free trade arena with U.S. 


HAD JORDAN sought five years ago to enter into the full 
fledged free trade arena with the United States, vve would 
would have thought the Kingdom was suicidal. How can 
our infant industry' stand competition from American 
products without customs protection or quota restric- 
tions? 

But this is exactly what happened recently when the 
Jordanian government approached the U.S. administra- 
tion with this daring proposal. U.S. officials did not rush 
to swallow* Jordan commercially as one might have 
expected. The U.S. Trade Department came up with a 
counter offer to enter into a five year transitional period 
after which further steps towards a free trade arrangement 
can be started. That is how the U.S.-Mexican trade coop- 
eration started before it developed into the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). . 

How did the government of Jordan dare to take such a 
big step and accept the potentially huge risks that go with 
it? The answer is simple — a country* that enters into a 
free trade agreement with the European Union (EU) com- 
prising 15 'industrialist countries cun also afford to enter 


into a similar arrangement with yet another industrial 
country like the United States to bring the total to 16 or 
more. With the risk already taken, why not take the 
rewards? 

Of course the Jordanian notion of a trade agreement 
with the United States is along the same lines as its agree- 
ment with the EU. That notion is rhe mutual recognition 
that the two parties are not equals. Therefore, Jordan is 
entitled to financial compensation, technical assistance, 
and the immediate opening of the American markets to 
Jordanian products. In addition, the Jordanian market 
would be opened to American products gradually over 12 
years during which Jordanian industiy will adjust to the 
new challenges and adapt itself to new circumstances,.and 
in some case new industries will be established specifi- 
cally for export to the American market as were some 
industries established specifically for the Iraqi market, 

Besides seeking a free trade arena, Jordan expressed its 
willingness to reach an agreement with the U.S. to avoid 
double taxation. This is an important step that may result 
in American investments being established in Jordan as a 


tax haven to avert steep U.S. taxes. 

So far Israeli and Palestinian products enjoy full advan- 
tages on the American market which are not extended to 
JoVdanian products. They have full access to the market 
and are exempted from taxes and quantitative restrictions. 
Jordan is therefore put at disadvantage as its products are 
discriminated against. The government thus tod no alter- 
native but to move towards changing this difficult situa- 
tion especially when opening our market to American 
industry does not pose any further risk than we are 
already exposed to by our entry into the European part- 
nership. . , r , 

It is also worth mentioning in this respect that Jordan set 
similar bold policies and approached Egypt and other 
Arab countries with offers to enter into immediate free 
trade arenas without negative lists. So far no positive 
response has been received. ... 

It is evident that Jordan is now ready to take nsks and 
open up its market and integrate its economy with Arab 
and other countries of the world. The idea is that exports 
are the key to growth and development. 


A century of carnage 


By Gwynne Dyer 


NEAR THE busy ITO road 
junction in New Delhi, there is a 
large electronic scoreboard — 
the sort you 1 d expect to find in a 
sports stadium — that records 
the daily, monthly, and annua! 
traffic deaths in the Indian capi- 
tal. Sometimes even the daily 
score rises into double figures, 
but it has no discernible effect 
on the abominable manners and 
near-suicidal behaviour of the 
river of drivers flowing by. 

It is exactly a century since 
the car claimed its first victim, a 
pedestrian struck down and 
killed near Crystal Palace, 
London, in 1898. A decade later, 
one of my own relatives was the 
first person to be killed by a car 
in Newfoundland lor so I was 
(old as a chi Id ». And by now. 
vehicle accidents have killed 30 
million people worldwide. 

That is a toll roughly equal to 
all the deaths in war in this cen- 
turv except for (he World War 
II.." In the United States, some 
two million people have been 
killed in or bx cars since the 
turn of the century — about four 
limes as many as the total 
American deaths in all the 
country's wars since 1900. 
Indeed, road accidents are now 
the biggest single cause of death 
for men aged 15-44 around the 
world. 

The last statistic comes cour- 
tesy of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, which 
also predicts that by 2020 road 
deaths will rise from ninth to 
third place as u cause of death 
for people »f both sexes and all 


ages. You need only venture 


brictlx onin the roads of Asia. 


Africa or Latin America to 
regard that prediction as an 
understatement. 

Traffic fatalities in the devel- 
oped countries have been 
falling steeply for 30 years now, 
even as the vehicle population 
of those countries doubled and 
doubled again. But in what we 
used to call the Third World, the 
casualty rate is soaring — and 
they have not yet reached even 
one-tenth the rate of vehicle 
ownership that is normal in 
North America or Europe. 

In Japan and Australia, _ the 
safest countries for drivers, the 
annual rate of deaths per 10,000 
registered vehicles is only two. 
Nowhere in the developed 
world is it over five — whereas 
in India it's 40 deaths per 
10.000 vehicles, and in Ethiopia 
it’s 192. 

Let ine put that even more 
starkly: the death rate per vehi- 
, cle in the Third World is 
between 20 and 100 times high- 
er than in the older industri- 
alised countries. And if you've 
spent much lime driving in 
these countries, you won't even 
be surprised. 

Driving habits arc often so 
aggressive that they verge on 
the berserk, and both drivers 
and pedestrians take insanely 
dangerous risks without batting 
an eyelid. What alarms the Red 
Cross is that these same coun- 
tries are now experiencing an 
explosion of the car population: 
the number of vehicles in the 
world is expected to double by 
2020. and double again by 
2050. with almost all the growth 
in the developing countries. 

So the forecast is for ever- 
increasing carnage, suffering, 
and waste. In its I99S WorFd 


Disasters Report, the Red Cross 
calculates that the annual cost 
of road accidents in the devel- 
oping world, measured in terms 
of medical expenses, years of 
work lost by the casualties, and 
property damage, is now $53 
billion. That is a sum equal to 
all the international aid received 
by the Third World. 

It's all terribly serious, and the 
numbers are all true — and yet 
something just doesn’t add up. 
What could the gene be that 
makes Australians better drivers 
than Burmese, or Americans 
safer than Brazilians? There has 
to be something else going on, 

A brief digression. The first 
Third World country I ever 
drove in was Mexico, and 30 
years ago drivers there were 
appalling. People became two- 
year-olds as soon as they took 
the wheel. 

Where there were three lanes, 
they made seven, even though it 
obviously caused lengthy traffic 
jams. They had a magical belief 
that blowing the horn loudly 
would make solid objects in 
front of them evaporate. They 
saw it as a matter of honour to 
overtake only on blind curves. 
And everybody explained this 
as a facet of Mexican national* 
character. 

But when I go to Mexico City 
now, it seems to me that the dri- 
vers hove grown up. They most- 
ly stay in lane, so the traffic 
moves as well as it did 30 years 
ago despite a fourfold increase 
in the number of cars in the city, 
and they use their horns no 
more than people in southern 
Europe. 

Outside the big cities, on the 
other hand. Mexican drivers 
still try to kill themselves on 


every blind hill or curve — but 
that’s the key to the puzzle, for 
in the rural areas the drivers are 
mostly still first-generation car- 
owners. What we are actually 
dealing with here is not a matter 
of cultural style, or of rich 
world-poor world divergence, 
but simply a generational 
divide. 

Fifty years ago, the streets and 
roads of America were as lethal 
for both drivers and pedestrians 
as those of India are today. Now 
American roads are vastly safer, 
even though the number of 
vehicles has at least tripled and 
average speeds, especially out- 
side cities, have risen dramati- 
cally. 

What made the difference in 
the United States was three 
things: better driver training and 
law enforcement; better road 
engineering, with more separa- 
tion of fast vehicles from slow 
traffic and pedestrians — but 
above all, time. Time for a sec- 
ond generation to grow up, used 
to cars from childhood, and 
likely to see them as a mere 
means of transport rather than 
an ego extension. 

The same transformation has 
happened all across the devel- 
oped world, which is why the 
traffic death toll has fallen so 
sharply there over the past 30 
years. It will eventually fall in 
the ‘Third World’ too. but not 
until this generation of drivers 
are replaced by their children or 
grandchildren. In the meantime, 
if you have the choice, take a 
train. 


The writer is a London-based 
syndicated columnist. 'He con- 
tributed this article to "the 
Jordan Times. 


Letters 


‘Nationalise the 
water wells’ 


To the editor: 


I WRITE regarding the resignation 
of Minister of Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin and his assertion 
that the water resources in Jordan 
can comfortably accommodate only 
1.5 million people while today 
Jordan has a population of 4.6 mil- 
lion. 

What is important is the issue of 
contingency plans regarding water 
in Jordan and the protection of the 
country’s natural resources. Jordan 
will face a water shortage and there- 
fore must rely on its own natural 
resources as a national policy. 

Several months ago Haddadin 
published a list of all persons who 
have dug wells illegally and gave 
them a time limit to close those 
wells or he would take legal action 
against them. Unfortunately nothing 
was done. Those wells form a huge 
reservoir for water like the Azraq 
Oasis and the Disi plateau. These 
areas- are being depleted by~rndte 
criminate pumping. Maybe the gov- 
ernment tannot take action against 
those who have well licences, but it 
seems more permits are being grant- 
ed. 

Jordan has - reached a stage at 
which new laws and regulations 
must be applied regarding the pro- 
tection of natural resources. The 
government must regard water as a 
natural and legal property of the 
government, nationalise the wells 
and monitor and supervise them as 
oil deposits are in other countries. 


Nasser Mirza, PhD. 

Amman 


Fighting the mounting drug problem in Africa 


B> John Gay Ynh 


LITTLE YIVeNTION has been 
paid t»> potential dangers of nar- 
cotic- in African countries by 
African academic and regional 
fora. remains to be done t«> 

curb tins problem threatening the 
\er> existence of the already weak- 
ened African national state* and 
polentkilK damaging to (lie eco- 
nomic development of the entire 
coitfme’U. A- an international prob- 
lem. controlling the flow of drugs 
ha- become a major crisis for the 
security agencies and cii-tom- 
ageut- in Africa where seaports and 
airports have become “safe 
fus% ens" for drag traffickers unable 
to penetrate European and L'.S. 
p»-n> of entry 

There i> no doubt that one of the 
lui:ct'*’r> of any government 
ts to :n:pri”-e the economic stan- 
dard of iis citizens and to enable 
them to overcome poverty. The 
dangers r-f drug abu-c. panicul.irly 
to youne-ter- should be every gov- 
ernment's top priority. In Africa, 
the is mmv critical. In 

countries v. here civ il wars have left 
millions of children homeless, and 
thu-. threatened by criminal vio- 
lence and death '-quads. amJ in the 
refuge; camps and crowded dues, 
youne-terv. both girls and boys, 
become candidates for a life of 
crime, prostitution and dreg abuse. 
In -ueh an unhealthy environment, 
the increase in I he number of chil- 
dren addicts on the streets and in 
refugee camp-, in many African 
countries, has become a potential 
human disaster I; therefore more 
pressing now than at any other 
time, indeed even more urgent than 
the economic decline or debt crisis, 
to find a solution. 

It is sad to contemplate the idea 
of losing future generation; to drug 
aNr-e. African politicians should 


attend to the crisis seriously. 

In conflict-ridden countries 
where people have no other alter- 
natives to ensure their survival 
other than the cultivation of illicit 
dreg plants, governments .should 
introduce cash crops as a substi- 
tute. if they arc to succeed in their 
fight again-l drug producers and 
tr.i Dickers. Moreover, the govern- 
ments in the region should lonnu- 
laie economic policies that address 
the narcotics problem from differ- 
ent perspectives. 

One such approach to forge 
regional cooperation in solving this 
devastating problem would he to 
form a "regional organisation" 
whose function would be coordi- 
nating policies related to drug traf- 
ficking. its use and its effects in the 
region. The envisaged agency 
should aim at waiving the high 
prices of agricultural products by 
reducing government interference 
in the local agriculture markets 
This dev cfopmcnt-oricntcd pro- 
gramme on narcotics would also 
requite that the overall objective, 
and the outcomes, be stated clear- 
ly: That is the prevention of drugs 
trade and use throughout Africa. 
The decision makers should there- 
fore take upon themselves the 
responsibility of selling up a 
timetable to eradicate the causes 
that led to the rise of narcotics con- 
sumption in the continent. This 
task may take 40-80 years, during 
which time the people of Africa 
should be encouraged to grow only 
legal produce. 

One .should also point out that it 
is not enough to take preventive 
measures against dreg traffickers if 
Che roof-causes and die sources of 
narcotics are not addressed and 
closed. The demand/supply side of 
the problem should also be attend- 
ed to in order to reduce drug con- 
sumption in Africa. Something has 


to be done for example, about the 
■slums and a helping hand should be 
extended to private organisations 
with proven records in carrying out 
drug-related programmes. All 
African agencies concerned with 
drag-related problems should 
redraw their terms of cooperation 
with bodies such as the United 
Nations Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCPJ in Vienna. African 
regional branches of Interpol 
should share information on drag 
traffickers, especially about their 
new trade toutes. 


In conflict-ridden 
countries where 
people have no 
other alternatives to 
ensure their survival 
other than the 
cultivation of illicit 
drug plants, 
governments should 
introduce cash crops 
as a substitute, if 
they are to succeed 
in their fight against 
drug producers and 
traffickers. 


African leaders should also know 
that, sponsoring the growing of 
alternative crops — a practice 
acceptable worldwide — is not 
worth it if an outlet is not assured 
for these products in the growing 


world markets. This will be very 
difficult in the next 30 years as the 
world trade competition will be 
based on the so-calied “Preferential 
Trade Agreements.” With little 
attractive crops, it will be difficult 
for Africa to convince other nations 
to buy its produce. It is about time 
to open up new markets with the 
Arab World and Asia, especially 
Japan. China and India. Russia will 
also be a good market in the near 
future. 

So far. police and military 
actions to curb drag trafficking in 
the region have only had an 
insignificant impact, as those 
involved know very little about 
drug traffickers, and because they 
do not focus on attacking the prob- 
lem. but only incarcerating drug 
abuse victims. 

In fact in countries such as 
Rwanda and Angola, several illegal 
drug cane Is from Latin America 
are reponed to have transferred 
their distribution centres to the 
bushes of those countries, as 
Stopover-routes for the export of 
drugs to other countries in the 
region and worldwide. At the same 
time, the clan -factions war in 
Somalia have also paved the way 
for dreg-traffickers to use Somalia 
pons for the export of cocaine and 
heroin to Europe and Middle East 
The logic iv that ships coming from 
war-torn African ports are “clean 
from drug-clearances.” Some 
repo^ have been reporting that 
as of 199*.. several areas of south- 
ern Sudan were discovered by druc 
dealers to be fertile for the cultiva- 
tion of heroin and opium, and it 
was alleged that huge loads of 
these narcotics have been continu- 
ously transported, in U.N. char- 
tered planes, perhaps without the 
U.N. officials knowledge or per- 
mission, to other countries in and 
outside Africa. Several southern 


Sudanese warlords arc reported w 
have made huge sums of money in 
this illicit business. Whatever the 
truth, it is an open secret that sev- 
eral Latin American narcotics 
organisations have established 
offices in South Africa. Nigeria, 
Kenya. Zambia, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and in some other coastal 
African states under the guise of 
business investments in the field of 
public health. In facu reports say 
that these drug “firms" have trans- 
ferred their manufacturing plants to 
Africa, where it is believed th# 
Interpol has little impact in curtail- 
ing their business activities. 

The most practical solution to 
this potential lime bomb is to give 
African youth new- hope for a bet- 
ter future by providing them with 
productive free education and 
access to programmes that would 
enable them carry on a successful 
life. A strong regional agency fof 
drug controf is also needed in 
Africa. It is true that there art 
already agencies dealing with ibi' 
problem at the country level, hut 
the scope of ihe problem has grown 
beyond national capacities; thus a 
multinational African agency is the 
practical answer inasmuch as ij *- s 
being acknowledged that there is 3 
need for collective efforts to slop 
the spread of this debilitating bus^ 
ness in the continent. Since the 
problem of HIV/ArDS is related to 
narcotics abuse, there is a need ft* 
similar efforts towards finding 
ways and means of eradicaflflf 
some of the direct causes of 
und hence achieving a real vifloQ 
in solving these two dangc ft>us 
problems. 
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The Philippines at 100 

Can Estrada take his government into more beneficial directions? 


Editor’s note: This is the second part 
of a two-part article. 

By Herman Hu Laurel 

The centennial presidential elections 

In June of this year, the Philippines 
celebrated the Centennial of its Inde- 
pendence. It has been a year of pomp 
and pageantry cu lminatin g in the 
parades and fireworks that were held 
on the day, simultaneous with the tra- 
ditional inauguration of a new presi- 
dent. This was also the year of the elec- 
don of the 13tib president for the 12th 
Republic of the Philippines (the Com- 
monwealth period being an exception). 
The distinction and honour of being 
tbe Centennial president, therefore, is 
shared by two presidents, Fidel V. 
Ramos and his successor to govern for 
tbe next six years, Joseph “JErap” 
Estrada. 

On May 11, 1998, elections for the 
Centennial President pitted nine candi- 
dates. The tenth, Imelda Marcos, with- 
drew at tbe last minute in favour of 
Joseph “Erap” Estrada. Fidel V. Ramos 
could not run again because of tbe six- 
year term limits written into the 1987 
Constitution. Ramos chose the lacklus- 
tre and widely disliked House Speaker 
Jose de Venecia to be his candidate 
over two other aspirants: Venecia was 
seen as having a huge advantage, con- 
sidering the use of government 
resources and machinery in tbe cam- 
paign. This choice was to become a 
major strategic error, for Ramos gave 
up the hugely popular candidate from 
the Senate, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 
who was giving Estrada a run for his 
money, trailing in the popularity polls 
only by a few points to Estrada’s 30 per 
cent ratings. Ramos’s rejection of his 
military ward and defence secretary, 
Renato de Villa, split the administra- 
tion party. Arroyo eventually ran for 
vice president and won a larger major- 
ity than Estrada, while Renato de Villa 
lost miserably. 

Estiuda was the early front-runner in 
the. year-long campaign, but a few 
major obstacles stood in his way. One 
was the stand he had taken during die 
1991 national debate against the con- 
tinuance of the American military 
. facilities, inth^,, Philippines, , Political, 
pundits still befreve that no Philippine 
* candkZatefrar .presidency can win-with- 
out some form of blessing from the 
American establishment. Likewise, the 
Philippine business establishment, rep- 
resented by the exclusive Makati Busi- 
ness Club, was firmly against Estrada 
for his perceived anti-Makati attitude 
and overly pro-poor personality. 

Estrada's campaign battle cry was 
“Erap para sa Mahirap." The won! erap 
is a contraction of the Spanish cora- 
padre, meaning “partner,” to pare, and 
then inverted to “erap." It is a quaint 
localisation coined decades ago, that 
has since become synonymous with 
Estrada's public persona. Mahirap is 
Filipino for the poor people, and “Erap 
para sa Mahirap” literally meant: 
“Estrada for the Poor.” Even the 
upstart rich, such as Filipino-Chinese 
and native -Filipino businesses, are 
considered by the Makati Business 
Gnb as among tbe mahirap. To remove 
the opposition, Estrada campaign 


organisers visited American conserva- 
tive political bastions in the U.S. and 
named 40 advisers from the business 
sector, some of them from the Makati 
Business Club. 

Programmes for government, party 
platform, and economic policies did 
not figure as prominently in the cam- 
paign, as the star quality of tbe candi- 
dates. The movie actor Estrada won 
with 40 per cent of the vote and a 5.7 
million-vote lead over Jose de Venecia, 
while Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (a 
look-alike of the most popular female 
Filipino singer Nora Anuor) won the 
vice presidential race with a margin of 
63 million votes over Estrada’s run- 
ning mate, Angara. Among the 12 win- 
ning. senatorial candidates were two 
movie stars, two television celebrities, 
and one basketball star, none of whom 
stand for any recognisable ideological 
or programmatic principle. The more 
substantial winning candidates are 
Senators Aquilino “Nene” Pimentel, a 
centrist candidate, and Rodolfo Bla- 
zon, a defender of the Republic against 
the several coup attempts by rightist 
^putschists” during the Aquino admin- 
istration. 

The ‘new’ Estrada administration 


accelerated under Ramos, took its toll 
on the Filipino consumer once again. 
Socially sensitive petroleum products 
were frilly deregulated on July 17. 
which will lead to increase in prices 
for kerosene, liquefied petroleum gas. 
and regular gasoline, despite declining 
world oil prices. Deregulation of the 
major metropolitan water services 
were completed under the Ramos 
administration; the two private water 
services companies have since peti- 
tioned for a 100 per cent rate increase, 
attributing the need to the currency cri- 
sis. Only intense opposition from the 
public has forestalled the increases. 

Two weeks into the Estrada adminis- 
tration, the National Census and Sta- 
tistics office reported that the top 10 
per cent of the nation's families 
increase their share of the economic 
pie by 4.5 per cent, further widening 
the already wide gap between the rich 
and the poor. These are random sam- 
plings of the problems facing the 
Estrada government over the next six 
years. They seem to be a mosaic of the 
same old problems that faced all pre- 
vious Philippine presidents. The 
“new” administration is turning out to 
look very much like the old adminis- 
trations. 


former Congressman Antonio Ceriiles 
was named. For the all-important Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, where most of 
the government resources will be 
directed in the coming years, a nomi- 
nee from the Angara faction, former 
Sen. William Dar, was appointed. 
Angara was Estrada's losing vice pres- 
idential candidate, and, since Marcos* 
time, legal counsel for most transna- 
tional corporations in the'Philippines. 
President .Estrada has concurrently 
assumed the post of secretary of the 
Department of Interior and Local Gov- 
ernment in charge of all local officials 
und the Philippine National Police. 

Television personality Orlando Mer- 
cado, a former Senator with a populist 
bent, who voted against the renewal of 
the U.S. bases, but with no distinct 
political ideology, and Estrada’s presi- 
dential campaign manager, is Secretary 
of National Defence. One of his first 
initiatives has been to reverse himself 
on the issue of U.S. military presence 
with regard to the Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA). which, among 
other issues, would lead the govern- 
ment to possible violation of the 
Philippine Constitution's provision 
banning tbe presence of any form of 
nuclear armaments on Philippine terri- 


Upon assuming office on July 1, 
1998, President Joseph “Erap'’ Estrada 
discovered the first dismaying fact. 
This government he was inheriting 
immediately faced a budget deficit of 
P26 billion in a budget of P540 billion. 
As the first week unfolded, he discov- 
ered that this deficit would grow to P70 
billion by the end of 1998, or 20 per 
cent of the national budget. Just two 
weeks before the inauguration, when it 
was already clear that he would be 
president, die IMF and World Bank 
announced they would be withholding 
$1 .2 billion and $500 million of loans 
respectively until assurances of com- 
pliance with the liberalisation pro- 
gramme were given. Estrada's advisers 
have been reiterating assurances to the 
IMF-WB tandem ever since, such as 
liberalisation of Philippine retail trade 
that will dislocate 500,000 jobs and 
small-scale entrepreneurs. 

Like Cory Aquino and Ramos before 
him, Estrada has found himself com- 
pelled to make obeisance to its. foreign . 
debt Proposals for putting control's on 
portfolio" “hot" mVektnfenis/'stich as' 
the equivalents of the U.S. Tobin Tax 
proposal, have been opposed by the 
Banker’s Association of the Philip- 
pines and followed by the Erap eco- 
nomic managers. Likewise, the privati- 
sation of II major profit-making gov- 
ernment assets such as the National 
Power Corp. and its $500 million share 
in the hugely profitable electricity dis- 
tribution company, Meralco. Other 
assets for disposal are the Philippine 
National Bank (reportedly offered to 
George Soros), Philippine National 
Construction Co. (operating profitable 
tollways), Philippine National Oil Co., 
Philippine Phosphate, Philippine 
Domestic Satellite, and the broadcast 
companies IBC-13 and RPN 9. These 
are expected to cover P 29 billion of 
the budget deficit. 

Into the second week of the Estrada 
administration, the deregulation princi- 
ple, which began with Aquino and 


While it is difficult to make any clear distinction 
between the policies of the past and the new 
administration, the latter has attempted to 
present a programme of government for its first 
100 days to help identify its initiatives. 


The Estrada cabinet 

The establishment and conservative 
elements are undoubtedly powerful. 
Former Congressman Ronaldo Zamo- 
ra, representing banking, mining, and 
traditional political interests, holds the 
position of the Little President, that of 
executive secretary. However, even 
Zamora has expressed opposition to 
further liberalisation of the agricultural 
sector seeing how the policy has pun- 
ished Filipino farmers. Banker Edgar- 
do Espiritu is secretary of the Depart- 
ment .of Finance, controlling finance, 
tax, and customs, and has publicly 
vowed id stay within IMF-WB pre- 
scriptions. Dr. Benjamin Diokno, a 
neo-liberal economist from the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines, who already 
proposed in 1996 to devalue the peso, 
was named budget secretary. Another 
neo-liberal and monetarist economist 
from the same school. Dr. Felipe 
Medaiia, who championed the IMF tar- 
iff liberalisation and tax, reforms, was 
appointed to head the National Eco- 
nomic Development Authority, in 
charge of economic policy. For 
Bangko Sentral ng Philipinas. the old 
governor, Gabriel Singson. was 
retained, apparently at the behest of the 
Bankers* Association of the Philip- 
pines and the IMF. 

At the Secretary of Trade and Indus- 
try, Jose Pardo. 7-Eleveu convenience 
store Philippine franchisee, was 
appointed. For the secretary of Envi- 
ronment And Natural Resources, a 
lawyer, who has represented loggers. 


toiy. As part of the VFA, joint Phiiip- 
pine-U.S. military exercises would 
mean entry of U.S. naval vessels, 
which do not allow inspection and 
carry a policy to neither confirm nor 
deny the presence of nuclear weapons 
on board. Mercado, however, will 
reduce the risk of military careerism 
rising in tbe department. The post of 
National Security Adviser, however, 
went to former military vice-chief of 
staff and Ramos's executive secretary, 
Alexander Aguirre. 

One is tempted to identify the hopes 
for a change in the administration's 
policies by pointing out certain non- 
establishment personalities appointed 
to the cabinet Foremost among these 
is Horacio “Boy” Morales. A former 
Marcos technocrat in charge of the 
training school for government bureau- 
crats called the Development Academy 
of the Philippines, Morales turned 
communist and fought the Marcos 
regime. He was eventually arrested and 
imprisoned for subversion. Prior to 
Marcos. Morales was involved in rural 
development a task he returned to 
upon being released from prison, 
which earned him the leadership of the 
“popular” faction of the leftist Nation- 
al Democratic Front 

The faction became known as the 
“popular democrats,” identified as a 
reformist wing of the radical left, 
which eventually accepted such princi- 
ples as “civil society.” Much of the 
hope for reform in the cabinet as secre- 
tary of the Department of Agrarian 
Reform. He is expected to give more 


impetus xo the land reform programme, 
which faces tough opposition from the 
conservative business and landlord 
class elements in Estrada’s own party. 

Others are: Dr. Leonor Briones, an 
economics professor at the University 
of the Philippines (UP) and former 
leader of the anti-IMF Freedom from 
Debt Coalition, who heads the Trea- 
sury Department. Unlike the U.S. Trea- 
sury Secretary, who is the most power- 
ful figure in U.S. government finance, 
almost co-equal to the U.S. Federal 
Reserve Chairman, the Treasury 
Department in the Philippines is there 
just to keep and disburse funds. 
Briones will have no official policy 
role. Dr. Karina David, another 
activist, was appointed bead of the 
Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council, tbe superbody 
for government housing programmes. 
Ex-national democratic priest Edicio 
de la Torre has been appointed head for 
the TESDA, a government technical 
training centre. 

It is too early to say if these appoint- 
ments will make any serious difference 
in the conduct of the new Estrada 
a dmini stration from the previous 
Philippine governments. Past adminis- 
trations since Marcos* time also had 
token appointments from the ranks of 
reformists and reformed revolutionar- 
ies. The former head of the New Peo- 
ple's Army, Bemabe Buscayno, had 
joined the Ramos government and the 
former head of the radical youth organ- 
isation Kabataan Makabayan (National 
Youth) had joined government during 
Marcos' time. What the appointment of 
the likes of Briones and others indi- 
cates is the potential for a shift in 
financial and economic policies in the 
future, if opportunities arise. At the 
very least, some appointees have been 
trying to present the LaRouche analy- 
sis of the ongoing global financial 
debacle to members of the Estrada 
government. 

Estrada's 12-point 
government programme 

While it is difficult to make any clear 
distinction between the policies of the 
past and the new administration, the 
latter has attempted to present a pro- 
gramme of government for its first 100 
days to help identify its initiatives. To 

S uote the salient points directly from 
le programme: “1) immediately 
restore confidence at home and abroad 
in our commitment and capability to 
continue the basic free market policies 
of the outgoing administration; 2) reas- 
sure the poor that they will no longer 
be marginalised from economic and 
political life, through sustainable social 
safety net programmes and responsive 
governance; 3) order the immediate 
arrest of the most notorious criminals 
and drug pushers; 4} strengthen the 
presence of the office of the president 
in each of the three major regions 
(Luzon, Visayas. and Mindanao); 5) 
ask Congress to restore the presidential 
power to reorganise the entire national 
government: 6) ask Comelec to com- 
puterise its entire operations for the 
elections of 2001; 7) create a Presiden- 
tial Commission on Constitutional 
Reforms that will identify other neces- 
sary government reforms for which we 


must amend our Constitution; 8) will 
work with Congress to scrap the pork 
barrel; 9) order the immediate privati- 
sation of the laigest government corpo- 
rations; 10) reduce market interest 
rates in order to stimulate new invest- 
ment from domestic and foreign 
sources; 1 1 ) keep inflation rate below 
five per cent; 12) restore the market’s 
confidence in our ability to manage the 
budget deficit." 

A point-by-point review of these 
salient features points to an expected 
failure by the new administration. 
Basic “free market” policies are con- 
tinuing to undermine not only the 
Philippines financial and economic 
system, but the global system itself. 
The budget deficit precludes any suc- 
cess for improved social safety nets, 
since there will be tittle or no money 
for it. Many are already alarmed that 
the amendments to the Constitution 
being identified at this early stage refer 
to lifting the principle of “protection of 
national patrimony,” thereby opening 
the Philippine economy to foreign 
raiders. The withdrawal of the “pork 
barrel” will immediately withdraw 
resources from the grassroots, and 
along with the “privatisation” of state 
assets, it is actually compelled by the 
budget deficits. 

The reduction of interest rates will 
likely fail when faced with currency 
instability and speculation, while the 
five per cent inflation target of point 11 
has already been defeated by the 10.8 
per cent surge in inflation for the first 
half of 1998. Finally, the budget deficit 
is going to be filled only by the infu- 
sion of $2 billion new loans and a host 
of new taxes that will only increase the 
burden on the Filipino. The other 
points we did not touch on are mother- 
hood statements that need not be tack- 
led. 

One fundamental issue, which other 
ASEAN states are tackling, but on 
which we find nothing in the Estrada 
programme, is the economic foreign 
policy initiative. At tbe recent Bangkok 
“Can Thailand Be Saved?” conference, 
Chulalongkorn University economist 
Somkiat Osarhamigrah took the start- 
ing point on Thailand’s problem as the 
“contagion model," and saw the need 
for Thailand to pursue a new foreign 
policy thrust, including great infra- 
structure projects to build our of the 
current depression. Such a thrust is 
aimed at new arrangements in the 
global financial and economic system 
that would help resolve internal 
ASEAN economic problems, what has 
been called by some as “new architec- 
ture,” and what the LaRouche move- 
ment calls the New Bretton Woods. 
There is no such economic and foreign 
policy vision in Estrada’s programme. 
Without that, we see little likelihood of 
change in Philippine government to 
more beneficial directions. However, 
latest indications from the presidential 
office, Malacanang, are that all options 
remain open. 

The writer is publisher and editor of 
the Independent Review, as well as a 
newspaper columnist and radio talk- 
show host in Manila. 

— Executive Intelligence Review 


U.S. appeals court gives ‘Big Tobacco’ major victory 


By Tom Campbell 

Reuters 

RICHMOND, Virginia — In a 
major victory for U.S. tobacco 
companies, a federal appeals court 
has ruled that the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration did not have 
jurisdiction to regulate tobacco 
products, reversing a lower court 
decision. 

The ruling derails the Clinton 
administration's bid to cut youth 
smoking through increased regula- 
tion. 

“It’s a huge victory for tobacco 
lawyers,” said Bill Novelli, presi- 
dent for the Campaign for Tobac- 
co-Free Kids, a Washington health 
advocacy group. 

A three-judge panel of the 4th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, with 
one judge dissenting, said the FDA 
overstepped its authority when it 
issued sweeping regulations in 
August 1 996 that restricted the sale 
of tobacco products to minors and 
limited advertising and marketing 
by tobacco companies. 

- “We are thus of the opinion that 
Congress did not intend to delegate 
jurisdiction over tobacco products 
to - the FDA. Accordingly, die deci- 
sion- of the district court is 
reversed,” the appellate court said. 

It reversed a controversial April 
25, 1997, decision by North Car- 
olina U.S. District Judge William 
Osteen, who ruled that the FDA 
could regulate nicotine as a drug 
and tobacco product as drug-deliv- 
ery devices but bad no authority to 
restrict tobacco advertising. 


The Justice Department said it 
would appeal the decision, while 
the tobacco industry said in a state- 
ment it was “pleased” by the ruling 
and “remains firmly committed to 
taking meaningful steps to reduce 
under-age tobacco use. 

“The ruling is likely to increase 
pressure on Congress to adopt 
tobacco legislation to reduce youth 
smoking, according to state attor- 
neys genera] who are in continuing 
talks with the industry. Congress 
has all but given up on drafting a 
comprehensive tobacco bill before 
adjourning in October. 

“Until the Supreme Court impos- 
es some common sense on this 
issue, action by Congress is our 
last hope,” said Massachusetts 
Attorney General Scott Harshbarg- 
er, whose state has sued the indus- 
try seeking to recover costs of 
treating ill smokers. 

“Until then, big tobacco will con- 
tinue to operate above the law and 
refuse to allow its products to be 
regulated as the dangerous and 
addictive substances that they are,” 
he said. 

In a setback for health advocates 
who had urged broad FDA regula- 
tion of the tobacco industry, the 
appeals court said the case was not 
about regulating youth smoking 
but instead centred on “who has 
the power to make this type of 
major policy decision.” “The FDA 
has exceeded the authority granted 
to it by Congress, and its rule-mak- 
ing action cannot stand,” the 
judges said. 

Appellate Judge Kenneth Hall, in 


his lone dissent, said the FDA 
should be allowed to regulate a 
product “estimated to cause some 
400,000 deaths a year,” especially 
since its rules were aimed at reduc- 
ing youth smoking. “Inasmuch as 
cigarettes and smokeless tobacco 
are responsible for illness and 
death on a vast scale, FDA regula- 
tions aimed at curbing tobacco use 
by children cannot possibly be 
contrary to the general intent of the 
(law),” he wrote. 

The FDA's rules, designed to 
reduce under-age smoking, have 
been on hold while the case 
worked its way through the courts. 

The appeals court initially heard 
arguments in the case in August 
1997, but a ruling was delayed 
after the death of one of the origi- 
nal judges on the three-judge 
panel. 

The case was reheard In 
Charleston, West Virginia, in June. 
Tobacco stocks were largely 
unchanged as Wall Street digested 
the dense 59-page ruling released 
on a Friday summer afternoon, but 
they were expected to move higher 
on the news. 

“I take. the view that markets are 
relatively efficient and over a peri- 
od of 'time, the marketplace is 
going to reflect the overwhelming- 
ly favourable tone of the recent 
legal and regulatory develop- 
ments,” David Adelman, an analyst 
for Morgan Stanley Dean Winer,, 
said. 
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Murad urges government 
not to widen sales tax base 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Haidar 
Murad, president of the Feder- 
ation of the Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce, said Satur- 
day that instead of expanding 
the sales tax base, the govern- 
ment should find alternatives 
for covering the drop in rev- 
enues that would result from 
exempting industrial produc- 
tion inputs from duties. 

Sources at the Department 
of Customs estimated a rev- 
enue shortfall of JD 84 million 
a year from the aforemen- 
tioned exemptions. 

A committee in charge of 
studying the issue of industri- 
al inputs suggested that the 
revenue shortfall be covered 
from sales tax through reduc- 
ing the minimum sales 
requirement from JD 100,000 
to JD 50.000 in the first phase 
and then to JD 30.000 in the 
second phase. 

The committee also sug- 
gested that the second phase 
of the sales tax law. which 
imposes tax on all industrial 
and commercial product as 
well as services, be imple- 


mented. 

Commenting on these sug- 
gestions. Murad said the sec- 
ond phase can only be imple- 
mented by a new law. He 
referred in this context to an 
agreement reached between 
the government and the pri- 
vate sector when the first 
phase of the sales tax was 
adopted several years go. 

Murad said the current situ- 
ation in Jordan and the stan- 
dard of living level do not 
encourage expanding the sales 
tax base. 

‘Traders in the local mar- 
kets are already complaining 
of recession, and consumers 
are complaining about the 
declining purchase power 
because of the rising prices of 
various commodities and ser- 
vices,'* he said adding that any 
expansion in the sales tax base 
will lead to further price bikes 
and will, consequently, con- 
tribute to prolonging the 
recession. 

Murad, however, welcomed 
the government’s steps to 
exempt industrial production 


inputs from customs duties, 
saying that it will contribute to 
reducing the production costs, 
improve quality of local prod- 
ucts and enable them to com- 
pete with imported products. 

Moreover, he said it will 
lead to increasing investment 
and production and create 
more job opportunities for 
Jordanians. “These altogether 
will contribute positively to 
enhancing he national econo- 
my." the commerce chief 
stressed. 

He indicated that higher 
productivity, sales and exports 
will bring additional income 
to the treasury, thus replenish- 
ing any shortfall in customs 
revenues. 

Murad said there are always 
valid alternatives for covering 
any shortfall, noting in this 
regard dial the Lebanese gov- 
ernment's revenues have 
increased significantly when 
the government reduced the 
sales tax ceiling to 10 per cent 
‘This can happen in Jordan 
too," he emphasised 


Banker 
of dinar 


sees possibility 
appreciating 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jawad 
Hadid. the general manager 
of the Arab Banking Cor- 
poration i Jordan) and 
member of the Internation- 
al Visa board of directors 
Saturday lauded Jordan's 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. saying that it has 
contributed to restoring 
balance to the national 


economy, and enhancing 
international confidence in 
iL 

In a lecture to a Rotary 
Amman and Rotary 
Philadelphia meeting, 
Hadid said Jordan has suc- 
ceeded through imple- 
menting its economic 
reform programme, to 
increase its foreign curren- 
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cy reserve from JD50 mil- 
lion prior to launching the 
programme to 1.6 billion at 
present. 

This, he said, has con- 
tributed to stabilising the 
exchange rate of the Jor- 
danian dinar againsr the 
dollar and proved its ability 
to stand in the face of the 
speculations in the last few 
weeks. Hadid indicated 
that the programme has 
contributed to reducing 
Jordan's foreign debt from 
$S.5 billion in 1989 to $6.5 
billion now. "The inflation 
rate has also dropped to 
low rates and foreign assis- 
tance and investments have 
increa-sed" he said noting 
that Jordan has received 
more than $1 billion worth 
of European aid, half of 
which are in the form of 
grants. 

Since the launch of the 
programme, a total of $1 
billion of Jordan’s foreign 
debt has been written off. 

This has contributed to a 
real increase in deposits 
and foreign currency flows, 
Hadid told the audience, 
which included bank direc- 
tors and businessmen. 

"Even if the exchange 
rate of the Jordanian dinar 
is liberalised, it will not 
lead to a drop in its 
exchange rale. On the con- 
trary. it might lead to an 
increase." Hadid empha- 
sised. 


ILO survey 
reveals extent of 
violence at work 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
France. Argentina, 

Romania, Canada and 
England have the highest 
reported rates of assault 
and sexual harassment in 
the workplace, the Inter- 
national Labour Organi- 
sation (ILO) has said. 
While violence in the 
workplace is a universal 
phenomenon, certain jobs 
carry a higher risk, the 
ILO report says. 

Taxi-drivers, health 
care workers, teachers, 
social workers, domestic 
staff employed overseas 
and people who work 
alone, notably in shops 
and service stations open 
at night, are among the 
most vulnerable. Women 
are particularly at risk. 

The ILO says its sur- 
vey, “Violence at Work” 
by Duncan Chappell and 
Vittorio Di Martino, is 
the most extensive world 
study of violence in the 
workplace. 

It says around a thou- 
sand people are killed at 
work each year in the 
United States. 

The report looked at 
both physical and psy- 
chological violence, 
including intimidation 
and bullying. 

"The new profile of 
violence at work which 
emerges is one which 
gives equal emphasis to 
physical and psychologi- 
cal behaviour, and one 
which gives full recogni- 
tion to the significance of 
minor acts of violence," 
said Mr. Di Martino. 

The ILO said compar- 
isons between different 
countries was difficult 
because of a lack of sta- 
tistics. Researchers drew 
on previous studies 
including a wide-ranging 
1996 report which ques-^ 
tioned workers from 32 
countries on their percep- 
tions of how they were 
treated at work. 

They also used statis- 
tics from the Internation- 
al Crime (Victim) Sur- 
vey. 

Statistics showed 
French staff where the 
most frequent victims of 
violence at work, with 
1 1 .2 per cent of men and 
8.9 per cent of women 
saying they had faced 
violence of some kind in 
1996. Almost 20 per cent 
of women said they had 
faced sexual harassment. 

Other worst-hit coun- 
tries were Argentina 
where six per cent of men 


and 12 per cent of women 
were victims of violence 
and 16.6 per cent o£ 
women sexually 

harassed, Romania (8.7 
per cent, 4.1 per cent and 
10.8 per cent) and Cana- 
da (3.9 per cent, five per 
cent and 9.7 per ceat). 

In England and Wales 
3.2 per cent of men were 
victims, 6.3 per cent of 
women and 8.6 per cent 
of women faced sexual 
harassment. 

Figures for the United 
States were one per cent 
for men, 4.2 per cent for 
women and 5.3 per cent 
of women sexually . 
harassed. 

A 1996 study by the 
European Union among 
workers in its 15 member 
states found that four per 
cent of employees, some 
six million people, had 
suffered physical vio- 
lence at work during the 
previous year. 

It also found three mil- 
lion people suffered sex- 
ual harassment and 12 
million were victims of 
intimidation and bully- 
ing. 

The ILO said the new 
study proved intimida- 
tion was a real problem 
in the workplace. It said 
in Britain 53 per cent of 
employees said they had 
been a victim of intimi- 
dation and as many as 78 
per cent said they had 
witnessed acts of bully- 
ing. 

A report in Finland, 
cited by the ILO, showed 
40 per cent of victimised 
workers suffered severe 
Stress. 

The ILO said violence 
at work carried enormous 
direct and indirect costs 
including in lost hours 
and in beefing security. 

In the United States the 
total cost lo employers of 
violence in the workplace 
was more than $4 billion 
in 1992, according to fig- 
ures from the National 
Safe Workplace Institute. 

In Germany, the direct 
cost of psychological 
violence in a company 
with 1,000 employees is 
put at around $112,000 a 
year, the study says. 
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InterContinental Hotels & Resorts offer Six Continents 
Club members a chance to win a Harley-Davidson. 


IF YOU ARE a member of the 
Six Continents Club, the 
world’s premier hotel guest 
recognition programme run by 
Inter-Continental Hotels and 
Resents, you can turn your busi- 
ness travel into a smoother ride 
and find yourself riding away 
on a Harley-Davidson “Fat 
Boy." 

Between now and 3 1 March 


1999. every time you stay at a 
participating hotel in the Middle 
East and Africa you will receive 
one entry for the Harley-David- 
son draw. What's more, if you 
are an Executive CanJ or 
Ambassador Card holder yon 
will receive two entries with 
every stay. 

Six Continents Club member- 
ship ensures chat frequent inter- 


national travellers receive the 
special levels of recognition and 
service that they deserve. The 
Club entitles you to priority 
reservation, use of the special 
check-in desks, free upgrade to 
a superior room, single rate for 
double occupancy and further 
benefits to make sure that your 
stay is as hassle free and as 
comfortable as possible. 
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ACROSS 

1 Hairless 

5 Noted violin 
maker 

10 Pass over 

14 Soothing lotion 

15 Supply the food 

16 Actress Vothers 

17 Old-time public 
vehicles 

19 Spoken 

20 nuer’s tool 

21 Othello and 
others 

22 By ones ell 

23 'Gird© of 
Friends' star 

25 Ferocious 

28 Flight schedule 
abbr. 

29 Pamphlet 

30 Fencer's sword 

33 Mineral spring 

36 Extinct bird 

40 Meas. across 

41 Monster 

42 Titled 

43 Glass container 

45 Leis in 

46 Rod so fan’s 
encouragement 

52 Eastern rulers 

53 Dispatch boat 

54 Contagious 
malady briefly 

57 Academic 
grade 

58 Highway 
interchange 

60 "A Death in the 
Family' writer 

61 Marcus or Irwin 

62 Hodgepodge 

63 Nudnik 

64 Middle 
measurement 

65 Early car maker 

DOWN 

1 Crushing blow 

2 Choir voice 

3 Traditional 
wisdom 

4 One of the 
Tweedles? 

5 Start of a play 

6 Georgia city 

7 Video-game 
company 

8 Brief 



By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook, IL 

9 Tax letters 

10 Impassive 

11 Imperial 
Russian Ballet, 

•today 

12 Vacuous 

13 Less colored 
18 Political 

refugee 

22 Gallery tfepiay 

23 West and 
Murray 

24 Profound 

25 Nob Hill cops: 
abbr. 

26 Jal 

27 Passport stamp 

30 Easter Item 

31 Partotmph 

32 Afore 

33 Partial: pref. 

34 Pound or Frost 

35 Additional 
conjunctions 

37 Standard, 
briefly 

38 Homebound 

39 Ill-smelling 

43 Ybnked 

44 Loser to DDE 
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45 Away 

46 Post fresh 
troops 

47 Reflection 

48 More fraught 
with danger 

49 Type ol I8y 

50 Convex 
.mokflngs 


51 The Merry 

ot Windsor* 

54 Plummeted 

55 __ back 
(relaxed) 

56 E.T.-pflotod 
vaNdas 

58 CroWs cafl 

59 Old card game 
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FLYING ACE CROSSING NO MAN’S 
LAND TO VISIT HIS BROTHER 5P1ICE.. 
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THE FIRST THINS I N0T1 CEP 
I WHEN I 60TH6RE 16 THERE 
AREN Y ANY DRINKING FOUNTAINS., 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“If l get my tongue pierced, 
some of my food will fall through 
the hole and I'M lose weight. ‘ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hml Arnold and HRa AigHoo 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
fouronfinaiy words. 


HV tank you* and 
•ytxhBwofccww* 


ARSYC 


■HI 
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he. 

J MELIP 

XT 
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TELMAD 


UT 
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CLIPES 
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WHAT THE YOUNG 
PUPILS CALL©? 
THER ETIQUETTE 
LE^SON^. 


Answer. 


Now arrange the cfaded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, ae sug- 
gested by tfie above cartoon. 

TxrrrrEXEn 

■ — (Answers tomorrow) 

Ybstadayp Junbies; SOGGY ABATE POCKET TYRANT 
Aobwbi: How the prtasr got the movte rate — 

HE WAS TYPE* CAST 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Hamameh highlights deficiencies, negative 

effects of economic adjustment programme 


** IN A lecture he delivered at the 
Communist Party offices in Amman, 
Economics Professor Munir Hamameh 
blamed the economic adjustment pro- 
gramme for rising poverty and unemploy- 
ment. “If studies confirm that 27 per cent 
of Jordanian families lived below the 
JD119 absolute poverty line in 1992, 
many studies also assert that 4 per cent of 
Jordanian families lived below the pover- 
ty line in 1996," he stressed. 

Hamameh emphasised that 45 per cent 
of the families in Jordan receive a month- 
ly income of no more than JD150 which is 
estimated to be the minimum poverty line 
in 1996. “Even the World Bank acknowl- 
edges that the number of poor people has 
tripled during the past ten years until the 
mid-90s,” he said. 

The lecturer added that the adjustment 
programme has failed on the unemploy- 
ment front. ‘The official data saying that 
the jobless rate has dropped in 1996 Is not 
convincing and not factual,” he said. 
“When some studies indicate that the 
unemployment rate is over 25 per cent 
and could be even 27 per cent, the official 
estimates of around 15 per cent cannot be 
acceptable.” 

Hamameh spoke about the “external 
sector’s contribution” in easing the pres- 
sure on the balance of payments and con- 
cluded that the development policies 
based on export strategy and globalisation 
have not succeeded. “Not only have they 
failed but they have brought opposite 
effects that would prolong the financial 
dependence on the outside world and 
intensify the factors that hinder 
independent national development” the 
lecturer said. 

He also saw the problems of external 


indebtedness as another area where the 
economic adjustment programme has 
failed. Noting that the debt was about S7.6 
billion in 1990 and that it amounted to 
more than $6.6 billion on Ocl 31. 1997, 
Hamameh said: “It is noteworthy to men- 
tion that the reduction in the amount of 
external debt is about equal to the debts 
that were written off.” 

The professor added that debt resched- 
uling has widened the opportunity to 
deepen the trade deficit which has been 
increasing over the past years. He told the 
audience that the external debt rose 
sharply in 19S9 then declined at a slow 
pace in the following years until 1993. 
Since 1 994 until now the foreign debt has 
been continuously going up, he said. 

In this context. Hamameh indicated that 
the debt service payments have eaten up 
around 25 per cent of the budget over the 
past years. He estimated the debt service 
payments to total JD515 million this year, 
an amount that equals around 26 per cent 
of the budget. According to Hamameh. 
debt service payments amounted to 
JD434 million in 1997 and JD520 million 
in 1996. 

The last area that was blasted by 
Hamameh was the high interest rate 
which he saw as a factor that reduced bor- 
rowing for investment purposes and con- 
tributed to “increasing the siege on local 
production." He concluded by blaming 
the financial and monetary policies for 
high prices, reduction in demand for local 
products, decline in competitivity of local 
goods and lower export capacity. “This 
has exacerbated the trade deficit and led 
to an outflow of investments ” he said (A1 
Dustour). 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 16,1998 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


SATE 1 




AIUESl (March 21 to April 19.1 You’re lucky in love right 
iww.’ta faGt, you may have more choices than you know 
what to dowith. Either that, or you’re involved with some 
actiurigr that includes a tot of chilcLpn. If you're not play- 
mg wkifc the, CubScoHt-troop or. Brownies already, why 
not?. Yoiicould leamalot-tfrom’each other. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) If you go shopping 
today, you could spend too much. That’s unusual for a 
Taurus, but the moon in Gemini puts pressure on your 
Solar Second House of finances. All sorts of frivolous 
items catch your eye. ft’s a dangerous phase, but it pass- 
es quickly. Hold off on your shopping trip until tomorrow 
and your frugal tendencies will prevail. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’re full of ideas, bub- 
bling -over with them, and everybody around you bene- 
fits. You’re a joy and a delight to be aroupd today, so 
don’t be shy. Even a person you thought .didn’t like you 
much - thinks you’re charming and entertaining. 
Everybody is having, more fun because you’re at the 
party. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Your workload is about 
go get easier. You’ve been struggling with a problem 
there for -some time. It’ll become.a routine soon, so that 
weight should lift from your mind. Meanwhile, it’s a 
good' day to. gather information. If you call a talkative 
friend, you’ll quickly„caich up on all the gossip. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you wake' up irritated, it’s 
probably due to a withheld communication. Theit’s 
something you wanted to say to an older person but did- 
n’t, dot of respecL That was probably a good idea..There 
raightbe a way you can communicate a new idea without 
causing an argument It's to your advantage to find that 
way and use it 

VIRfX): (August 22 to September 22) Somebody feels 
strongly about what should be done, and maybe it’s to 
your advantage to go along. Looks like it means a lot less 
to you than it does to him or her. You don’t have to look 
like a pushover, however. Pretend to put up a struggle and 
you’ll get more points for acquiescing. • - . 

LIBRA: t September 23 to October 22) If this were a per- 
fect wqrld, you’d be out travelling with your best friends, 
having fascinating conversations, figuring out the mean- 
ing of life, writing your next novel together and laughing 
uproariously. Well, guess what? This can be a perfect 
world. All you have to do is make it happen. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You’re pushed 
to manifest' your talents today. It looks like you can’t get 
to where you want to go from where you are. You don’t 
have enough money or whatever else you think it takes. 
Actually," the restrictions will make the victory even 
sweeter. You should practice doing what you love and the 
money will follow. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) There 
may be complications today, not the least of which is an 
argumentative partner. This person doesn't let you get a 
word in edgewise. That’s okay. It won’t take you many 
words to make your point. You're brilliant again today, as 
usual. Try ns .they might, nobody’s going to be able to 
best you in a battle of wits. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Continue 
to write letters, fill out forms and catch up on your read- 
ing-Tf. ynn. spend the day. doing those chores, you’ll be 
ajrtazed. .Not only will you be rid of those countless 
scraps of paper, but your mind will be clearer. By tomor- 
row, you’ll see what needs to be done and you’ll move 
ijiuckjy. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You and your 
sweetheart still have lots to talk about. If you don’t have 
^sweetheart, seriously consider the person you find 
yourself conversing with most often. A friendship could 
him mto romance this weekend with hardly any effort on 
your part at: all. In fact, it kind of looks like it’s goipg in 
that direction by itself. 

PISCES; (February 20 to March 20) There’s lots of work 
around yoar place. You don’t know what to do first and 
Sph'might fefel overwhelmed. All you need to do is set 
priorities. Get together with your mate and figure out 
whffl can be postponed until later. The planning may be 
the roost important pan of your day. 

Birthsfone of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


Feeble trade 
between 
Oman and 
Israel likely 

to worsen 

* 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Trade 
between Oman and Israel 
totalled less than $500,000 in 
1997, an Omani government 
report said Tuesday. 

Israeli goods accounted for 
$480,360, or- 0.009 per cent, 
of Oman’s imports last year. 
Exports to Israel accounted 
for only $15,163, or 0.0008 
per cent of the sultanate's 
total exports. Oman's 
Ministry of Commerce said. 

Trade between Oman and 
Israel consists mainly of 
paper products, petrochemi- 
cals and electrical goods. 

The head of Israel’s trade 
mission in Oman, Obed Ben 
Haim, told AFP he expected 
the figures to be even weaker 
in 1998, following a one- 
year freeze in state relations 
between the rwo countries. 

Oman and Qatar are the 
only two Gulf countries 
which permit Israeli trade 
missions, although neither 
has formal diplomatic ties 
with the Jewish state. 


Women are big players in global 
market — and getting bigger 


LONDON (AP) — Women 
own between a quarter and a 
third of all businesses world- 
wide. in the European Union, 
one-third of new businesses 
are being started by women. 
And in the United Stales, more 
than 7.7 million women- 
owned businesses are now 
generating $ 2.3 trillion in rev- 
enue. ' 

The message from the 400 
women from 73 countries who 
attended the fifth Global 
Summit of Women is that 
women are big economic play- 
ers in the global market — and 
will become even bigger play- 
ers in the 21st century. 

“Global markets and women 
are not often used in the same 
sentence,” said Irene 
Natividad, the summit direc- 
tor. who chairs the U.S. 
National Commission on 
Working Women. “Bui 


Jordanian 
exhibition 
in Kenya 
opens 

NAIROBI (J.T. i — The sec- 
ond Jordanian industrial exhi- 
bition was opened here 
Friday with the participation 
of 25 companies. 

The exhibition, which is 
organised by the Jordan 
Exports Development and 
Commercial Centres 

Corporation lasts until Aug. 
17. 

Abdul Karim Omar, head 
of the Jordanian delegation, 
said that despite the latest 
bomb blasts in the Kenyan 
capital, several Kenyan offi- 
cials and businessmen visited 
the exhibinon. 

Omar stressed Jordan's 
keenness to enhance bilateral 
economic relations with 
Kenya. 

“Jordan is always looking 
forward to establishing strong 
ties with African states,” he 
said adding that “the 
Jordanian and Kenyan mar- 
kets have great potentials." 

The visitors have opened 
direct contacts with the repre- 
sentatives of Jordanian com- 
panies to sign contracts that 
will enable Kenya and other 
African states to import sev- 
eral Jordanian products at 
comped the prices. Kenyan 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Qassem Owanjo visited the 
exhibition Saturday and was 
briefed on the Jordanian 
industries on display. 

On the other hand, a delega- 
tion representing Kenyan 
Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce were briefed on 
the international specifica- 
tions of Jordanian industries 
and their competitive prices. 

On display are plastic uten- 
sils. electric appliances, phar- 
maceuticals. clothing, food- 
stuffs in addition to artifacts. 


increasingly, statistics show 
that women have economic 
clout — most visibly as entre- 
preneurs and most powerfully 
as consumers." 

Participants reflect the grow- 
ing global power of women: 
Many are company owners, 
top executives, corporate 
board members, politicians 
and heads of voluntary organi- 
sations. 

Women wage earners repre- 
sent 30 per cent to 40 per cent 
of the global .workforce, 
Natividad said, and as their 
□umbers increase so does their 
earning power “with the result 
that women consumers are 
affecting the fate of many 
companies by whai they 
decide to buy.” 

Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, director 
of the UN. Development 
Programme's Human 

Development Report, said that 


an increasing number of 
women are getting around dis- 
crimination in the workplace 
and dosed doors in the corri- 
dors of political and corporate 
power by becoming entrepre- 
neurs. 

“And the grdWing economic 
power and influence of 
women -owned businesses are 
changing the shape of the 
global economy.” she said. 

“Four out of 10 women busi- 
ness leaders are currently 
involved in the international 
marketplace. This is a new 
trend — a survey shows about 
half only became involved 
within the last year. And near- 
ly half of those not yet 
involved say they have plans to 
do so in the next three years,” 
Fukuda-Parr said. 

The biggest potential for 
women’s economic power in 
the 21st century lies in the 


growing number of wom en a big part of the .employee 
entrepreneurs and the jncneas- — commiffiTty. Today, women 

m£_clou.t of Women in a con- mak e choices that can make or 


sumer-driven world, she said. 

Ann Sherry, general manag- 
er of human resources at Bank 
of Melbourne- Wes tpac 
Banking - Corp., one of 
Australia's largest' financ ial' 
institutions, said it’s time for 
women to .recognise “that we 
are in the early days of a gen- 
uine ‘girt power’ revolution.” 

“Over the next 10 years, we 
will witness the full unfolding 
in our societies of women as 
significant, and in many areas, 
decisive economic actors,” she 
said. “The challenge we now 
face is a great one. How shall 
we choose to use our new won 
power?” 

“Women have enormous 
power to wield as consumers, 
investors, shareholders, super- 
annuation-fund holders and as 


break national and local insti- 
tutions — from companies to 
governments,” she saidL 

Sherry urged women to start 
influencing the policies and 
directions of corporations to 
get better products and ser- 
vices, to. exert political power 
and reshape national and inter- 
national institutions to ensure 
their interests and values are 
reflected. 

Baroness Jean Denton, a 
member of Britain's House of 
Lords and former Northern 
Ireland trade minister, said 
women should use their power 
nor to move up existing corpo- 
rate ladders, but to change 
organisations “to the benefit of 
women from top to bottom — 
and I think that will be to the 
benefit of the world." 
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company's Mama 


5 355.500 170.000 


ARAB BANK 

19.1 

.85 

67 

1350 

314460 

JOB. NATIONAL BK. 

13.4 

4.24 

7 

14405 

23767 

BANK OF JORDAN 

E 

0.00 

3 

8600 

9891 

KID. HAST XHV.BK. 

65.7 

0.00 

2 

2000 

2000 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

11.1 

6.52 

11 

20825 

32543 

THE HOUSING BK. 

19.9 

3.18 

SO 

28646 

90954 

JOR. KUWAIT BARK 

.9 

0.00 

1 

650 

1196 

JOR.XSLAKXC Mmt 

17.9 

0.00 

17 

9639 

16950 

JOR. ZHV. FIN. BANK 

23.7 

3.25 

8 

24418 

37462 

BKXT.AL-KAL (8EZTSA) 

3.9 

0.00 

1 

150 

122 


‘1.65 

1.14 
.96 

1.56 

3.15 
1.83 
1.74 
1.53 

.82 


234.00 

1.65 

1.16 

1.00 

1.59 

3.14 

1.84 

1.75 

1.54 

.81 


BUB SECTOR TOTALS 


INDKXi 306.34 



JERUSALEM XH8UR. 
JOR MUCH ZMSUK. 
HOLT LAUD XHSUR. 
ARAB LIVE XKSOR. 
JORDAN GOLF INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX! 129.04 ZCHG: -0.07 


JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 
XRBXD ELECTRICITY 

HAIL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 
MID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB IKTL.ntV.KWC 
SARXA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 



SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX! 111.57 ZCSGi +0.36 


4.00? 

4.110 

6.500 

11.250 

5.950 

1.820 

5.740 

5.800 

2.940 

6.350 

.570 

1.100 

.620 

.590 

1.760 

2.300 

.730 

1.470 

.740 

1.040 

1.600 

1.080 

1.610 

1.310 

.890 

.670 


JOR. CEHE.HT FACT. 
JOR. PHOSPHATE KINKS 
ARAB POTASH 00. 

JOR. PETROL. RBFXNARJT 
JORDAN TANNING 
INDUSTRIAL CCNK.AGR. 
ARAB PBARM. MAKE. 
JOR. CERAMIC IND. 
JORDAN DAIRY 
DAR ALDAHA DV.IHV. 
LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER OONV.TRD. 

NATION AL XHPS ■ 

m H HED. F AXH P.CHEM. 
UNTV.CHZX. ZEDS. 

NATL. CABLE HZRE.HFAC 
JOR. SULPHO-CBEM 
AR AB PBARM. CH EK. 
KAN3HER INVEST. 

JOR. ENDS. RESOURCES 
NATL. I 

JOR. HEN CARLE CO. 

EL -SAX READY NEAR 
INTL. TOBACCO 
JORDAN STEEL 
MID. EAST onmr-w 


212296 

319262 


236832 

473653 

2.01 

3341 

5676 

1.70 

10000 

49500 

4.95 

310 

3302 

10.73 

500 

2450 

4.70 

271 

287 

1.07 

39575 

109543 

2.70 

4100 

5084 

1,25 

114 

314 

2.75 

27868 

161349 

5.65 

2400 

1008 

.42 

200 

_ . .160 

.81 

400" 

164 

.41 


3250- 3235 ;40 -■ 

1300 1040 .82 . 

5000 4000 .79 

14750 6790 . .48 

7100 9182 1.29 

33950 18732 .53 

24200 12799 .52 

1300 1617 1.25 

3900 . 2691 .70 

5750 6644 1.15 

1260 1240 .97 

245000 209780 .86 

31900 18174 .56 


XKDONTRXAX. SECTOR TOTALS 



89.18 ZCBSi +0-1S 346 704571 1106413 


tHDEXl 187.00 XCBQx +1.86 615 1148436 2134495 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 15/08/1998 


JOR. TRADE FAC. 


AKABFZN. INVEST. 
CENTURY XHV. GROUP 
ARAB FOOD & MED. 

ARAB IHTL.HfV.TRO- 

HATL.HDLT. ENG . NAKICO 
HAYZAK DIBS 6 MOULDS 
ARAB EUCT.ZRDS. 

RAZZ PHARK. 

I -TEXTILE MAHUF. 
ADVANCED PHARMA. HID. 
PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 
NATL. POULTRY 
OPTICAL* BEARING CO. 
NKT-ALOMUaiUK. 
"L-EKBAL PRINT! KG CO 


CRAKd' TOTAL 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. c /f Yttf/i’ff C’f* //tt' C> . Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 




SECTION 


5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 
TeL: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 



Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service - 
Develop your cokkir fferv 
at our shop and get r ' 

* JUMBO photo size 




Watches - Perfumes 
Sun (Buses - Leather- Pens 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Hates 


5th Circle >■ 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go.com.jo 



Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



Shtneisani - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


Visit Us At 

www.vtparab.com/vJpgHt 


Shaban Infl Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tal : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 



TO ADV 
SEC*! 


IPISE IN THIS 
ON CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



Fax: 5693337 



Real Estate 

S WEI FI YEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
TeL 5864230 >5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAX! SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079 - 77390/66271 anytime 
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Premier League to be 
postponed ... again 


Lyon 

trounce 

Toulouse 

6-1 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — It seems that the coun- 
try's mast prestigious soccer competi- 
tion is destined To be postponed again 
pushing the schedule into the winter 
which will inevitably delay the match- 
es further more. 

Less than six days after it resumed 
following another* month long-halt, 
officials" at the Jordan Football 
Association (JFA ) said the Premier 
League Championship wiU now halt to 
regroup and train the national team for 
the Sept. 22-30 Arab Cup finals in 
Qatar in which Jordan will compete 
alongside 1 1 other teams. 

The Kingdom's premier soccer com- 
petition had kicked off in April but has 
witnessed a series of delays starting 
with the month-long boycott of seven 
teams over the issue of ticket sales 


allocation before the (JFA) settled the 
dispute. 

Only six of nine weeks of the first 
round of the event have so far been 
concluded. 

Jordan qualified to the Arab Cup 
finals after beating Lebanon 2-0. 
drawing 1-1 with Palestine, and losing 
to Syria 3-0. 

In the finals hosted by Qatar. Jordan 
will be playing alongside Libya and 
Qatar in Group 1. The toughest draw is 
Group 2 in which titleholders Egypt, 
Kuwait and Syria will fight for qualifi- 
cation. Morocco, the UAE and Sudan 
will be playing in Group 3 while 
Group 4 includes Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria and Lebanon. 

The top team in each group will 
qualify to the second round where the 
winners advance to the' finals and the 
losers play for third and fourth places. 

A1 Wihdat, looking for their Sth con- 


secutive title, currently lead the 
Premier League Championship with 
an unbeaten record in the 10-team 
event after they beat closest rivals A1 
Faisali 3-0 last week. 

They won the first of the season's 
titles when they clinched their fourth 
Cup Winners' Cup. 

A1 Faisali won the second of the sea- 
son's four soccer championships when 
they beat A1 Wihdat 1-0 to win their 
record 10th Jordan Cup. It was Al 
Faisali 's first major title since 1995. as 
AI Wihdat have won the Cup and Cup 
Winners Cup in the last two years and 
the Premier League in the last four. 

The fourth trophy of the year — the 
Jordan Football Association Shield — 
will be decided at the end of the 
month. 


Owen warned to expect rough treatment 


LIVERPOOL (AFP) — 
Michael Owen has been 
warned by Liverpool boss- 
es that he will be a special 
target for tough defenders 
this season after his 
sparkling display in the 
World Cup. 

Owen steps back into 
English Premiership foot- 
ball on Sunday against 
Southampton at " The" Dell 
with the weight of great 
expectations on his 18- 
year-old shoulders. 

Owen finished joint-top 
scorer in the English 
Premiership last season and 
shot to international fame 
with his displays during 
France 9S. 

Frenchman Gerard 
Houllier. who makes his 
bow as a manager in the 
Premiership on Sunday 
after being installed as joint 


boss with Roy Evans, 
believes Owen can expect 
some uncompromising 
treatment from defenders. 

Houllier said: “A lot will 
be expected of Owen this 
season after what happened 
in the World Cup and it is 
going to be an interesting 
season for him. 

“He will now get extra 
attention from defenders. It 
certainly happened when 
he played against Inter 
Milan recently, they had an 
experienced defender with 
him all the time. 

"How he handles that will 
be interesting, if he does 
cope with ill that extra 
attention he will then move 
on to another level as a 
player and become an even 
•better player." 

Liverpool have promised 
to protect their wonderkid 


off the pitch by shielding 
him from the sharp glare of 
attention from the media, 
but Owen will have to look 
after himself out on the 
pitch. 

Evans has been at pains 
to play down 
‘Owenmania'. insisting the 
young striker is just anoth- 
er Liverpool player. 

"Michael is part of the 
team and we will make sure 
that he stays part of the 
team." said Evans. 

“It's getting to the stage 
when people say Michael 
Owen before the team. 

"The team comes before 
Michael and I know he 
would be only too glad to 
say that himself." 

Liverpool have only Rob 
Jones and Jamie Redknapp 
recovering from injuries, 
although Redknapp will 


travel with the squad to the 
south coast but is not con- 
sidered quite ready for 
first-team action after his 
knee operation. 

Minor injuries to Paul 
Ince (groin). Vegard 
Heggem (back) and Steve 
Staunton (toe) have all 
cleared up and the trio will 
play. It is also expecied that 
Jason McAteer has won a 
place in midfield, while 
either Patrik Berger. Sean 
Dundee or Karlheinz 
Riedle will partner Owen 
in attack. 


PARIS (AFP) — Alain 
Caveglia scored a superb 
goal in each half as Lyon 
went on a 5-1 rampage in 
their French League match 
at home to Toulouse on 
Friday night. 

Swiss international 
Marco Grassi, Frederic 
Kanoute (despite looking 
suspiciously offside). 
Polish international 

defender Jacek Bak and 
Vikash Dhorasoo were also 
on target as Lyon stunned a 
Toulouse team who had 
beaten champions Lens 3-2 
in their season opener. 

Lyon, held to a draw by 
Strasbourg in their first 
league game, were effec- 
tive in defence and menac- 
ing in attack os they swept 
aside Toulouse with five 
second-half goals. 

Toulouse's only reply 
was a goal eight minutes 
from time by new Gfoatian 
signing Vladimir Petrovic 
after a mistake by goal- 
keeper Gregory Coupet. 

New-look Lens, mean- 
while. had to settle for a 1- 
I draw at home to newly- 
promoted Lorient in front 
of 40,000 fans. 

Slephane DaJmat. signed 
from relegated 

Chateauroux. superbly 
struck a 39th-minute shot 
from just inside the penalty 
area to put Lens ahead, but 
new boys Lorient fought 
back bravely. 

Algerian international Ali 
Bouafia caught the Lens 
defense on the hop and 
scored with a clever chip to 
level matters after 5 1 min- 
utes. 

Lens nearly grabbed a 
late winner but Lorient 
goalkeeper Angelo Hugues 
madca superb save from a 
Tony VairelJes shot in the 
dying minutes. 


Gullit may coach S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Former Dutch international 
star Ruud Gullit is among six coaches shortlisted to suc- 
ceed Frenchman Philippe Troussier -as coach of South 
Africa. 

Troussier - s contract was not renewed after Bafana 
Bafuna were eliminated in the first round of the 1998 
World Cup following a heavy loss to eventual champions 
France and draws with Denmark and Saudi Arabia. 

The South African Football Association said Gullit. 
Brazilian Carlos Alberto Parreira. Englishman Howard 
Wilkinson and local coaches Steve Haupt Ephraim 
“Shakes" Mashaba and Trott Moloto were in contention. 

Gullit, fired as player-coach of English club Chelsea in 
February, has dose political finks with South Africa having 
dedicated his 19S7 European Footballer of the Year award 
to then imprisoned leader Nelson Mandela. 

Gullit's agent Jon Smith confirmed his client, who is cur- 
rent!) vacationing in Holland, had been involved in talks 
with’ihe South African FA about the vacant post. 

"We had informal discussions at the World Cup and there 
are still discussions going on." Smith said. 

"They say they're still looking and formulating their 
plans — it’s very casual and nothing formal at the moment, 
thufs why we haven't made a big deal of it." 

He added: "He's been offered four or five jobs — two in 
England — but he's not been that enthusiastic about them. 
1 think he's quite enthusiastic about this." 

The new coach is expected to be named before South 
Africa launch their 2000 African Nations Cup qualifying 
programme at home to Angola or Benin on October 3. 


MLB RESULTS 


National League 
Cincinnati 3 

Montreal 

2 

Chicago Cubs 

6 

Houston 

4 

St Louis 

10 

Pittsburgh 

5 

Philadelphia 

6 

Colorado 

■> 

tm 

NY Mee 

3 

Arizona 

2 

Atlanta 

5 

Los Angeles 

2 

San Diego 

7 

Milwaukee 

0 

San Francisco 

10 

Florida 

0 

American League 
Boston 13 

Minnesota 

12 

Baltimore 

15 

Cleveland 

3 

Detroit 

13 

Oakland 

4 

Anaheim 

7 

Toronto 

5 

NY Yankees 

6 

Texas 

4 

White Sox 

14 

Seattle 

2 

Kansas City 

11 

Tampa Bay 

9 



Martina Hingis 

Hingis reaches WTA semifinal 


MANHATTAN BEACH (AFP) — World 
No. 1 Martina Hingis made a statement and 
tried to silence the father of rivals Serena and 
Venus Williams here Friday to reach the 
semi-finals of a WTA event. 

Hingis beat American Serena Williams 6-4, 
6- 1 . for a semifinal date with Spain's Aranxta 
Sanchez Yicario at a 5450.000 tournament 
after Richard Williams had said Serena 
“would kick her butt coming and going." 

“Sometimes he should watch his mouth." 
Hingis said. “They’re going to be a little bit 
quiet now." 

Hingis w on their only prior 199S meeting, 
pulling: out a three-set quarter-final triumph at 
Key Biscayne. Hingis is 3-2 against Serena's 
older sister Venus, whom she beat to win last 
year’s L’.S. Open title. 

Hingis said she has a better relationship 
with 2Istr-ranked Serena than Venus, sayyig, 
“When she is along I like her. She is a nice 
girl. But the people around her sometimes 
talk too much." 


Hingis summed up Serena's game by say- 
ing. “She has a great servee and nice return 
but then slows down. She is very' aggressive 
for the first point, but only for two shots." 

The Swiss sensation seeks her First title in 
three months and her fifth of 1998. She last 
took a tournament title at the Italian Open in 
early May and is readying to open defense of 
her US. Open title August 31. 

Third-seeded Sanchez defeated Ukranian 
Elena Talarkova 6-3. 6-3, ending the unlikely 
bid of a lucky loser who joined the field when 
France's Mary Pierce withdrew at the last 
minute. 

Saturday's other semi-final will match for- 
mer World No. 1 Monica Seles of the United 
States against second seed compatriot 
Lindsay Davenport, a 6-2, 6-3 winner over 
eighth seed Natasha Zvereva of Belarus. 

Seles advanced to her third straight semi- 
final Thursday by beating Wimbledon run- 
ner-up Nathalie Tauziat. the fifth seed from 
France. 



Wimbledon's Neil Ardlev iR) Is challenged for the ball by Tottenham Hotspurs’ 
new Italian star Nicola Berti during their Premiership derby at Selhurst Park 
August 15. Saturday was the official start of the 1998-99 English football season. 
Wimbledon won the match 3-1 (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Stuttgart and Duiburg open with wins 

BONN (AFP) — Duisburg and VfB Stuttgart began the new Bundesliga season with vic- 
tories on Friday evening. Duisburg held off newly-promoced Eintracht Frankfurt 2-1 and 
Stuttgart kept Borussia Dortmund at bay. winning by the same scoreline. Stuttgart opened 
strongly with goals by Jens Keller and Krisrijan Djordevic within 20 minutes but the sting 
vanished from their game after striker Fredi Bobic left the field after half an hour. 
Djordevic's goal was the 2.000th in Stuttgart's 33-year Bundesliga history. Rookie 
Dortmund coach Michael 'Skibbe made the surprise decision to leave German interna- 
tional Thomas Hauler on the bench for an hour and he had little effect once he came on. 
Another new purchase, Togolese player Bachirou Salou, pulled one back in the 38th 
minute bur Dortmund could not find an equaliser. In Duisburg, Uwe Spies ( 1 7th minute) 
and Thomas Hoersen (47th) scored the home side's goals. Frankfurt worked hard but their 
one goal, from Thomas Sobotzik in the 25th minute, was not enough. 

Samaranch calls for new definition for sports drugs 

PALMA DE MALLORCA ( AFP) — The list of banned drugs in sports has got to be 
defined once and for all warned lntemational.Olympic Committee (IOC) president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch on Friday. “The list of banned products is enormous. It is almost a 
book," said Samaranch. “An exact definition will help us decide what is banned and what 
is not as far as certain medecines already on the fist are concerned," he added. But 
Samaranch added that all the international sports federations must agree on the list of 
banned drugs and agree on what sanctions to take against sportsmen Found guilty. 
Samaranch caused a lurour last July when he said he saw no problems with athletes tak- 
ing drugs as long as they did not pose a health risk. He also called for the present list to 
he drastically reduced. Following his remarks in the summer the IOC announced a spe- 
cial one-day IOC executive committee meeting in Lusanne on August 20 to discuss drugs 
and prepare a special international conference in drug taking in spot for next January. 


Aston Villa resigned to losing Yorke 

BIRMINGHAM (AFP) — Aston Villa manager John Gregory has conceded defeat in hi 

bid in persuade slur siriker Dwight Yorke to '•ign a new - contract with the Englisl 

Premiership club. Gregory, who has rejected two bids from Manchester United for Yorke 

had offered ihe Trinidad and Tobago international a new five-year deal to stay at V1IL 

Park. Bui the Villa chief admits he has failed in persuade 26-year-old Yorke to pur pen ft 

paper and is aware that (he Midlands dub will have to cash in on their most prized asse 

next summer. Yorke will then have only one year to run of his current deal and, because 

of the Bosnian ruling. Villa would have no choice but to sell Yorke — or risk losing hin 

tor nothing 12 months further down ihe road. Gregory said: “He won’t sign a new con 

tract. That s it. I don't think 1 can convince him to sign a new contract and we have 15 

months to get a replacement for him. “I genuinely believe that if Yorke has an outstand - 

ing season then the likes of Barcelona. Real Madrid, Juventus. Inter Milan. AC Milan wil 

be knocking on his door — and they are seriously big dubs with serious money. "It's noi 

the money He s not going to go to the J-League in Japan for a load of dosh.” GreeOD 

adnutted. that another bid trom Manchester United wouldn't surprise me" for Yorke 

before the August .0 deadline for players to be eligible for the Champions' League. Bal 

J Un c . SS Andy < r. olc ,s of a nv equation we wiU not do anything 

because we don t want the money. 3 

Top seeds Coetzer and Huber fall 

BOSTON (AFP) — Top seeds Amanda Coetzer of South Africa and Anke Huber of 

Frid « y K lhe quancr ' finaJs 164,000-d^lltwABSton 
Cup. Seventh-seeded Austrian Barbara Schert outlasted top seed Coetzer 6-7 ( 3 / 7 ) 6-4 

6-1, whde South Africa s Mariaan de Swardt toppled Huber 6-3 7-6 (7/4) Srhert has a 

semi-final date Saturday with the winner of a lar#»r , u lT 6 ’ 2 !. ^ c “ ett „ a 

Black and fifth seed Elena Likhovtscva of Russia De SwardfwMf Zil ^ ba ^ we ^ ^ 

Raymond, who ousted fellow American and riehh , Z face ^ sec * ^ 

J ^nivncan anu ughth seed Conna Morariu 7-6 (7/5), 6-2. 
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The Authority in the 
Service of the People j 

Starring Hisham Yams, 
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Sports 




Arab Junior Swimming Championships 

Jordan’s Majaj wins her 3rd 
gold medal as teammates 
add silver and 2 bronze 



Jordan's Hana Majaj on the podium after winning the 
country’s third gold medal (Photo by Abdullah 
Ayyoub) 


Results of tbe 6th day of the event: 

• 4x50m relay girls Under-13 

1- Egypt 2:15.65 

2- Jordan ±29.66 

3- Lebanon 2:38.83 

• 4x100m relay girls Under-15 

1- Egypt 4:45.08 

2- Tunisia - 4:57.51 

3- Algeria 5:05.11 

4- Jordan 5:30.18 

• 4x1 00m relay girls Under- 17 

4:50.13 
4:54.86 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan's 
Hana Majaj Saturday beat 
all expectations and proved 
that she is worth to be 
called the Kingdom’s next 
swimming star when she 
won the third gold medal 
for Jordan at the 5th Arab 
Junior Swimming 

Championships. 

Majaj won her third gold 
medal when she took first 
place in the 50m butterfly 
clocking 31.05 beating 
Egypt's Shaza Abu Ismael 
who clocked 31.94 and 
third placed Algeria's 
Widad Kouzeh with 32.09. 

The. Kingdom's girls 
Under- 13 team also added 
a silver medal in the 4x50m 
relay clocking 2:29.66 
while the Kingdom's boys 
Under-13 4x50m relay 
team took the bronze medal 
clocking 2:21,66.. 

Another bronze came by 
the Kingdom's boys 
Under-15 4x100m relay 
team by clocking 4:55.28. 

Jordan now has a total of 
three gold, two silver and 
seven bronze medals with 
one day left to go. 

Majaj, the star of Jordan’s 
team, expressed her delight 
at winning another gold 
added to her name. 

“1 can’t describe my feel- 
ings after getting the third 
gold for my country," 
Majaj told the Jordan 
Times. 

Majaj who came in last 
place in Friday’s 200m 
freestyle said that she only 
entered die race? to get more • • 

points for Jordan. 

"I was targeting more 
points for our team and 
that’s why I entered the 
race,” she said. 

Meanwhile Coach Ali 
Nawwas admitted that 
Majaj was a bit tired. 

“Hana was tired but I had 
no choice but to let her in 
upon her request.” Nawwas 
told tbe Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile ■ Morocco’s 
coach Marsoul Abdul 
Razzaq noted the improve- 
ment in the level of 
Jordan’s swimmers. 

“I was surprised to see 
the level Jordan has 
reached in only two years,” 
Abdul Razzaq told the 
Jordan Times. 

“But there are some tech- 
nical matters that should be 
resolved by the organisers 
of the event," he added. 

So far, Majaj captured 
two gold medals in the 
100m butterfly in the 
Under- 17 category and in 
the 200m butterfly. 

The Kingdom won four 
bronze medals by Sadeq 
D am r ah in the 100m 
breaststroke: the boys 

Under-13 4x1 00m relay 
team and the boys Under- 

15 team in the 4x100m 
relay and the girls Under- 

16 team in the 4x100 
freestyle relay. 

The girls Under- 14 team 
won a silver medal in the 
4x1 00m freestyle relay. 

Egypt still leads the 
standings in the team event 
with 53 gold, 44 silver and 
25 bronze medals. They 
seem likely to remain in 


first place in the event 
which concludes Sunday. 

Only three teams are tak- 
ing part in the waterpolo 
competition: Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq while the 
diving competition was 
cancelled. 4 

The August 10-16 cham- 
pionships groups swim- 
mers from Saudi Arabia. 


1- Egypt 

2- Algeria 

3- Syria 

• 4x50m boys Under-13 

1- Egypt 

2- Oman 

3- Jordan 


Kuwait, Egypt, Algeria, 
Oman, Iraq, Syria, Qatar, 
Tunisia, Palestine, 

Morocco in addition to 
Jordan. 

Held under the Patronage 
of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rani a, the cham- 
pionship is the first of 
many in preparation for the 
upcoming Pan-Arab 


5:02.40 


2:06.79 
Z- 14.45 
2 : 21.66 


Games which wilj be held 
in Amman 1999. 


Klinsmann 
on verge 
of retiring 

HAMBURG (AP) — 
Juergen Klinsmann, one of 
soccer's top forwards this 
decade, told a German 
newspaper Saturday be 
may retire without playing 
another match. 

Klinsmann was a former 
player of the year in 
England, Germany national 
team captain and claimed 
most of the game's top tro- 
phies during his long career 
including the 1990 World 
Cup title. 

"I don't know if I’m 
going to play anymore. My 
15-month sou Deeds me 
and I need him,” 
Klinsmann, 34, told Bild, 
Germany's largest-circula- 
tioD daily. 

“in the last two or three 
years my values have com- 
pletely changed,” he 
added. “It doesn’t excite 
me to push for lofty goals 
anymore. I have a family.” 
Klinsmann, who hasn’t 
signed with a club after 
leading Tottenham Hotspur 
out of relegation last sea- 
son, has reportedly been 
asked to play for Major 
League Soccer by the U.S. 
league officials. 

But Klinsmann, who has 
an American Wife and has 
often stared he may want to 
ring out his career in the 
United States, said be now 
plans to study languages 
and economic management 
instead. 

Klinsmann was captain 
of Germany's 1996 
European championship 
team and won a UEFA Cup 
title with Inter Milan, but 
may have been at his peak 
when he single-handedly 
led Bayern Munich to the 
1996 UEFA Cup title, 
while breaking the scoring 
•record for the competition. 

1 Klinsmann’s " scoring 
prowess has diminished 
since then, with his last 
match ending bitterly. 
Germany, a perennial 
favourite, was ousted in the 
quarterfinals of the recent 
World Cup by Croatia. 

Hakkinen 
takes 8th 
pole 

BUDAPEST (AFP) — 
World championship leader 
Mika Hakkinen of Finland 
grabbed pole position for 
Sunday’s Hungarian Grand 
Prix as the McLaren- 
Mercedes team continued to j 
dominate the Formula One 
season. 

Hakkinen was fastest in 1 
Saturday’s qualifying ses- I 
sion, ahead of his Scottish 
teammate David Coulthard, 
who had been quickest on 
Friday, as he claimed his 
eighth pole of the season. 

McLaren have conceded 
the pole only once in 12 
races this year, and it was 
tbeir eighth 1-2 qualifying 
.domination. 

Two-time world champion 
Michael Schumacher of 
Germany took third place on 
the grid in his Ferrari 
Schumacher, who trails 
Hakkinen by 16 points in the 
championship standings with 
just five races remaining, 
desperately needs a good 
result over the 77-lap race at 
the H ungaro ring to keep 
alive his hopes of a third title. 

Hakkinen pipped 

Coulthard by just over a 
10th-of-a-second on the tight 
track while former world 
champion Damon Hill pro- 
duced his best qualifying 
performance of die season 
for Jordan with the fourth- 
fastest time. 

Ireland’s Eddie Irvine was 
fifth-quickest in the other 
Ferrari ahead of defending 
world champion Jacques 
Villeneuve of Canada in a 

W illiams . 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Behind Orthodox Club. Consists of 3 bedrooms 
(one master), 3 bathrooms, reception, spacious 
dining room, spacious kitchen. Completely renovat- 
ed — new central heating, new bathrooms, new 
tiling. Could be rented furnished or unfurnished. 
Rent: Negotiable. 


Interested parties please call 4656241 or 5927381 


• 4x100 relay boys Under-15 

1- Egypt 4:17.54 

•2-Syria ■ ■■•• • •■■■■■■ -4c38.80- •>' 

.3-' Jordan ... 4:55.28. . 

' • 4x1 00m relay boys Under-17 

1- Egypt 4:08.53 

2- Algeria 4:16.77 

3- Syria * 4:23.60 

Jordan came fifth with 4:2S.56 

• 50m botterfly Under-13 

1- Mai Ra’fat Egypt 31.36 

2- Suha Hamad Egypt 32.72 

3- Sabriah Dahhan Algeria 34.41 

Jordan's Sandi Zuraiq came fifth clocking 35.64 

• 50m backstroke Under-17 

1- Karim A1 Junhani Tunisia 29.43 

2- Aziz AJtomi • Morocco 30.51 

3- Othman Bofrash Algeria 30.91 

Jordan's Loai Haqi came sixth clocking 322.7 


• 50m butterfly Under-15 

1- Yasmeen Abu Alez Egypt 30.24 

2- Nanneen AJ Sbafei Egypt 31.01 

3- Mary Moskejgian Syria 31.07 

• 50m butterfly Under-17 

1- HaoaMajjaj Jordan 31.05 

2- Shaza Abu Ismael Egypt 31.94 

3- Widdad Kouza Algeria 3Z09 

• 50m backstroke Under-13 

1- Raouf Ben Obaid Algeria 30.54 • 

2- Abdul Rahman Kakai Lebanon 32.90 

3- Omar AJ Jaziri Egypt 33.92 
Jordan’s George Khouri came fourth with 34.34 

• 50m backstroke Under-15 

. 1- Mohammed Ibrahim Egypt 31.34 
2- Ayman A1 Koulaibi Oman 32.55 

• 3- Younes Mara bet Morocco32.65 
Jordan's Raed Nawras came sixth clocking 36.02 

• 200m individual medley Under-13 

1- Raouf Ben Obaid Algeria 2:22.24 

2- Karim Othman Egypt 2:27.45 

3- Mohammed Awwad Egypt 2:37.44 
Jordan’s George Khouri came eightth with 2:53.05 


STANDINGS (by press time.) 


Country 

Gold 

Silver 

Bronze 

Egvpt 

53 

44 

25 

Algeria 

13 

9 

19 

Morocco 

4 

9 

5 

Syria . 

4 

S 

9 

Tunisia 

5 

6 

4 

Jordan 

3 

2 

7 

Lebanon 

1 

2 

7 

Oman 

. 

3 

4 

Saudi Arabia 

- 

- 
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Bayyari ’s bloc wins 
Wihdat elections 

Club to focus on various sports, build stadium in near future 


By Ihreq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Fahd Bayyari, former 
chairman of A1 Wihdat Club, was re- 
elected late Friday defeating his near- 
est opponent by collecting more than 
half of the eligible votes. 

. Bayyari, who led the II -man bloc 
dubbed "The Club for All," defeated 
four other rivals who competed for the 
chairmanship, receiving 656 votes. 

Bayyari told tbe Jordan Tunes that 
he and other members of the dub's 
management expected to meet with 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, who has said that 
he intends to visit the club’s premises 
in (he coming few days. 

He noted that among the issues to be 
discussed, with the Crown Prince were 
the riots and hooliganism of the coun- 
ty 's"soccer fans, especially following 
Wihdat’s matches with main rival A1 
Faisal i. 

On Thursday, the Regent criticised 
acts of vandalism, rioting and violence 
that followed a recent match between 
A1 Wihdat and A1 Faisali at A1 Hussein 
Sport City saying that such acts do not 
reflect the spirit of sports. 

The Crown Prince, who was speak- 
ing at the opening ceremony of the 
Fuheis Cultural Festival, described the 
riots as “unjustified acts.” 

Bayyari said that during Prince 
Hassan's expected visit to the club 
“we will listen to His Royal Highness' 
advice on bow to uproot this phenom- 
enon and upgrade tbe standard of 
sports fans in the country.” 

He said that the A1 Wihdat hopes to 
hold meetings with A1 Faisali ’s man- 


agement to discuss this problem. 

"We would like to maintain good 
terms with A1 Faisal i’s officials. But 
competition between the two dubs 
will certainly ere are some problems 
that are natural and cannot be con- 
tained easily.” 

“It is Dot a big issue. It is a natural 
phenomenon that happens every- 
where, but we should work to min- 
imise its magnitude and create aware- 
ness among the fans of tbe two dubs,” 
Bayyari added. 

“I believe that whatever measures 
we undertake, it is difficult to elimi- 
nate football violence and hooligans 
altogether ” he added. 

Bayyari told the Jordan Tunes his 
bloc's main priority was to focus not 
only on football but to include other 
sports "which were neglected by the 
former leadership of the dub.” 

“We believe that other sports like 
handball, basketball, boxing, table ten- 
nis and other cultural and social activ- 
ities should be given the same support 
given to football.” , 

“The other thing we should focus on 
is to start the construction work of A1 
Wihdat Stadium in the nearest future,” 
he added. 

Bayyari said that the Munidpality of 
Greater Amman had donated 30 
dunums to tbe club four years ago, but 
the club’s management failed to turn 
the plan into reality. No reason was 
given for that. 

He pointed that another issue expect- 
ed to receive the attention of the new 
management is how to increase tbe 
members of tbe club, which stands at 
1,260 members down from 6,000 in 
1994. 


‘We will work hard to reinstate the 
members whose membership was 
annulled by the former management 
and to attract more members to the 
club,” Bayyari said. 

He noted that revenue from member- 
ship dues amounted to four per cent of 
tbe dub's total income. “It should not 
be less than 30 per cent." 

Responding to the “deficit” in the 
club's annual budget, Bayyari 
explained that it occurred due to the 
“concentration” on football and 
neglecting other sports. 

The annual financial report of the 
club showed that the total revenue of 
the club amounted to JD26S,000 while 
expenditure amounted to JD28 1,000, 
with a deficit of JD43,000. 

“Money, is not a problem to the club. 
There are many ways where we can 
raise money,” he added. 

Wihdat' s outgoing chairman Bahjat 
Shihab did not run for elections this 
time because he presided over the 
club's chairmanship for the past four 
year. 

Riyad Abdul Kareem headed the 
rival bloc that contested the dub's 
presidency. Three other members con- 
testing the chairmanship included 
Mohammad Salaraeh. Mahmoud 
Kouz and Adli Kouz. 

AJ Wihdat currently lead the Premier 
League Championship and are looking 
for their 5th consecutive title. This 
year they won the first of the season's 
titles when they won the season-open- 
ing and their fourth Cup Winners’ 
Cup. They lost the Jordan Cup final to 
A1 Faisali Friday. 


Sampras overwhelms Spadea to move to semis 


MASON (AFP.) — Pete 
Sampras applied the brakes 
to fellow American Vince 
Spadea’s upset run, knock- 
ing him out in the quarter- 
finals of the $2.45 million 
ATP Championship 6-3, 6-2 
here Friday. 

The defeat was a bucket- 
ful of ice water on the hopes 
of 24-year-old Spadea, who 
had ousted former 
Wimbledon champions 
Andre Agassi and Richard 
Krajicek. 

But current Wimbledon 
holder Sampras, who has 
won the All England club 
title five times, was too 
strong and now has a 
Saturday semifinal ag ains t 
unseeded Magnus Lars son. 
an old foe from last 
December's Davis Cup 
final that Sweden won. 

Lars son won an all- 
Swedish quarterfinal over 
Thomas Johasson 6-4, 7-6 
(7/2) to advance against the 
defending champion and 
World No. 2, who needs to 
win the title to reclaim the 
top spot from Chile’s 
Marcelo Rios. 

Fifth seed Pat Rafter of 
Australia pushed the 
defence of his U.S. Open 
title up a gear with a 6-4, 7- 
6 (10/8.) victory against 
Australian Open winner 
Petr Korda of the Czech 
Republic. 



Pete Sampras 

Rafter spent one hour and 
48 minutes on the way to 
victory. Former French 
Open winner Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov of Russia 
became Rafter’s Saturday 
opponent by ousting Czech 
doubles partner Daniel 
Vacefc 6-4, 6-4. 

Sampras spent 24 minutes 
in each set and won the last 
five games agianst Spadea. 

“It was a good day. 
Everything clicked for me,” 
Sampras said, “I knew that 
Vrnce would be confident 
after his wins. I played 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HRSCH 


A WINNING COMBINATION 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 

4AQ89 

0865 

0QJ8 

*K54 

WEST EAST 

410764 4KJ953 

OK 104 3 2 OQ7 

01042 OAK 753 

48 49 

SOUTH 
4 Void 
OAJ9 
096 

4AQJ107632 
The bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
I* 5* ^bm Pm 


Opening lead: Four of A 

Declarer play is not simply a 
maWf of technique. On many occs- 
Bkma yen frill have ta grass the Ke 
of the cards, but try to position 
yourself to recover if a key card 
happens to be wrong. Consider this 
deaf from the Pali titan World Pain 
held annually in Denmark. 

Frve dubs was the popular bid by 
South after East opened the bid- 
ding with one spade. It was a con- 
tract that might make but, if not, it 
was probably a profitable sacrifice 


against an impending four-spade 
game by the opponents. 

West a low spade, and it was 
obvious that declarer's problem was 
to avoid losing three tricks in the 
red suits. At a casual glance, it 
appears that the combined heart 
holding would have to be developed 
far two tricks, but declarer spotted 
an alternative line that offered an 
additional etiansa 
Where Peter Weichsel of the 
United States was South, the ace of 

r ies was played from dummy to 
first trick for a dinmnnrf discard 
from the dosed hand , and a trump 
to the ace drew both outstanding 
fan g s . Next came the key play — 
declarer ran the nine of diamonds! 

In with the king,- East wasted no 
time in shifting to the quean of 
hearts. Declarer took the ace (had 
the shift been to a low heart, the 
nine would have been inserted in 
the tope that West would have to 
win with a high honor), and crossed 
to dummy with the tang of dubs. 

Now the queen of diamnndu was 
led fir a raffing finesse. Wad Rnq i 
followed low, declarer would have 
discarded a heart from bund When 
East covered, declarer ruffed high, 
returned to the table by overtaking 
the two of dubs with the four, and 
discarded a heart on the good jack 
of diamonds. Declares- Inct only one 

trid: in each nd mil- 


well.” 

Sampras, 27, said he is 
right on schedule for the 
U.S. Open. “I feel good, 
feel fit,” he said. “My tennis 
is there” 

Rafter's start to the North 
American summer looks 
promising with the -U.S. 
Open starting in jusr over 
two weeks. 

"1 have a heavy schedule. 
I’m a little bit concerned,” 
Rafter said of his fitness and 
form. “I don’t usually fire 
this early on in my run. But 
how things have panned out 
this summer. I’ve started 
out great. 


“Once you’re playing 
well, you've got to ride iL 
Rafter has a huge task 
ahead of him as he moves to 
the August 31 stan of the 
U.S. Open. He has more 
than 1,400 computer rank- 
ing points to defend starting 
this week, including 1,014 
he earned in New York one 
year ago. 

Rafter’s victory over 
Korda was his eighth con- 
secutive triumph and served 
to help turn around a year 
which ‘began slowly as the 
player lost some confidence 
after taking his first Grand 
am title. 


Sf 


VACANCY 

Jordan Securities Commission seeks qualified can- 
didates for the following position: 

“Executive Secretary to the Chairman” 
Purpose of the Post: 

• To provide office management functions of the 
Chairman's office, coordination and follow up on action 
points. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

• Recognised secretarial course. Knowledge and expe- 
rience with computer applications, management and 
electronic communications. 

• Fluency in English and Arabic. 

• Minimum five years of experience in office manage- 
ment in the capacity of Executive Assistant/Executive 
Secretary. 

Skills and Attributes: 

• Ability to organise, prioritise and manage the work of 
a high-level office. 

• Good judgement, initiative and a high sense of 
responsibility. 

Please send detailed resume, in English to: 
ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
JORDAN SECURITIES COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 8802, Amman-Jordan. 

Applications for this position must be received by 
August 31,1 998. Acknowledgement will only be sent to 
short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 






Kenyans expect more 


than tears from Albright 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Kenyans 
are looking for more than tears 
when U.S~. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright visits 
Nairobi to inspect the site of 
the bombed U.S. embassy 
here. 

What they want is cold cash 
— lots of it 

The massive car-bomb blast 
on August 7 killed 12 
Americans and 32 Kenyan 
embassy employees, but the 
damage outside was Far worse. 

The" total death toll so far is 
247 — seven people were still 
in intensive care Saturday — 
and the blast injured 5.000 peo- 
ple. 

A virtually simultaneous 
bomb at the U.S. embassy in 
neighbouring Tanzania killed 
10 people, all Tanzanians, and 
wounded 72. 

Lawyers and the Kenyan 
media are accusing the United 
Stales of negligence for locat- 
ing its embassy in the heart of 
the city, sumxmded by high- 
rise buildings and constant 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

Normally, too, there were no 
armed U.S. Marines outside — 
just Kenyan guards armed with 
small wooden batons, despite 
the security concerns of 
Ambassador Prudence 
BushneD. who twice asked the 
State Department to relocate 
the mission. 

Washington refused on the 
grounds of cost, U.S. officials 
said. 


The average salary in Kenya 
is just S22 a month, and hospi- 
tal care is expensive. 

So are funerals. 

President Daniel Arap Moi 
put the immediate cost of the 
damage at more than $500 mil- 
lion. 

Insurance companies say 
they will pay out on death poli- 
cies. but not on business 
claims, which are usually 
excluded if the damage is 
caused by terrorist action. 

Dozens of businesses for 
blocks around the embassy 
will be out of action for month; 
as the buildings are rehabilitat- 
ed. and many lost all their 
records. 

Apart from the costs to the 
businesses themselves, that 
means hundreds of workers 
will be Laid off, with a ripple 
effect throughout the country 
as remittances to relatives dry 
up. 

The tourism sector was 
already in deep trouble as a 
result of political violence 
before general elections last 
December, cnnnbling infra- 
structure and attacks on visi- 


meeting on Wednesday said 
that travel agents had recorded, 
between 20 and 50 per cent 
cancellation of bookings since 
the twin bombings. 

Kenyans were also angered 
by what the East African 
Standard termed ‘The ugly side 
of Americans” — U.S. 
Marines who secured the 
embassy building and guarded 
it as others dug through the 
rubble outside to extricate sui- 


tors. 

Now. tour operators fear, 
many tourists will choose other 
destinations as a result of the 
bomb. They were incensed by 
a U.S. warning to Americans 
not to visit Kenya which was 
not lifted for a week after the 
August 7 blast. 

A Kenya Tourist Board 


vtvots. 

Bushnell said the Marines 
stayed in the embassy because 
they' feared a fire, and because 
looters w ere going through the 
building “within minutes” of 
the blast — which was dis- 
missed as an “alibi" by opposi- 
tion politician Beth Mu go. 

The Kenyan government, 
meanwhile, says it is virtually 
broke, with not enough money 
to pay teachers increases it 
agreed before the December 
elections, which saw Moi 
returned to power for a fifth 
and final term, and his Kenya 
African National Union retain- 
ing a reduced majority in par- 
liament. 

But international donors 
froze aid mid last year, mainly 
because of high-level corrup- 
tion. and inflation is running at 
113 percent 

The shilling has weakened 
since the bombings, too. 
according to a Central Bank of 
Kenya official mainly because 
of increased demand for dol- 


lars by importers who want to 
replace or renovate buildings 
and stock damaged by the 
blast 

The U.S. government said it 
was considering setting up a 
fund to compensate the rela- 
tives of Kenyan embassy 
employees killed in the blast 
and those who were injured, 
but Kenyan editorial writers 
and others are demanding that 
they' compensate the thousands 
of other victims as well. 

The government analysts 
said, can be expected to ask 
Albright to provide substantial 
aid. and to put pressure on the 
International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bunk and other 
donors to resume suspended 
aid and even increase it 

The Law Society' of Kenya is 
meanwhile exploring whether 
victims can undertake a class- 
action suit against the U.S. 
government for compensation 
on the grounds of negligence. 

It wrote to the New York City 
bar association seeking its 
opinion. 

The letter, made available to 
AFP. wants it determined, 
among other points, whether 
the location of the embassy 
was negligent, and whether the 
U.S. security System was lax. 

Washington announced 
Saturday that Albright would 
visit Nairobi and Dar Es 
Salaam "at the weekend." but 
gave no specific timing. 


Iranian pilgrims cross border into Iraq 


AL MUNZTRIYA (AFP) — Around 
750 Iranian pilgrims crossed the bor- 
der into Iraq on Saturday to visit holy 
shrines for the first time since the start 
of the Iran-lraq war IS years ago. in a 
move hailed as a step towards closer 
relations. 

Iraqis cut the throats of sheep to 
mark the occasion and waved national 
flags and portraits of President 
Saddam Hussein as they greeted the 
mostly elderly Iranians at the A1 
Munz’iriva border post in eastern Iraq/ 

The pilgrimage came after the coun- 
tries. which fought a war from 19S0- 
1988. struck an accord last month 
allowing 3.000 Iranians a week to 
cross the border to visit Shiite Muslim 
holy sites in Iraq. 

Baghdad lifted a ban in force since 
19S0" on Iranians making pilgrimages 
to its holy cities in September 1997. 
but Tehran refused to allow its nation- 
als to travel until a detailed agreement 
had been reached. 

Since then, thousands of Iranian pil- 
grims have travelled to Iraq's Shiite 
holy sites by travelling via third coun- 
tries. particularly Syria, but this is the 
first time they have crossed directly 
into Iraq from their homeland. 

“Visiting the holy sites is the best 
way to strengthen cooperation and 
friendlv tics between the two coun- 


tries.” said Iran's Culture Minister 
Atoallah Mohajerani. who led the pil- 
grims as they arrived at Al Munziriya. 
around 150 kilometres east of 
Baghdad. 

In April, Iran announced that the 
road would soon be open for pilgrim- 
ages to Iraq, with priority given to rel- 
atives of the “martyrs.” referring to 
those who lost their lives during the 
war. 


The 750 pilgrims, including black- 
clad women, are due to visit sites in 
Baghdad as well as Najaf and Kerbala. 
to the south of the capital. 

Najaf is home to a mausoleum for 
the Imam Ali. the first Shiite Muslim 
spiritual leader and cousin of Prophet 
Mohammad, while Kerbala is the bur- 
ial site of seventh century Shiite leader 
Imam Hussein, who was a role model 
Islamic volunteers fighting Iraq during 
their eight-year conflict. 

“We welcome this development in 
relations between Iraq and Iran and 1 
hope our ties will develop in other 
areas,” said Iraqi Religious Affairs 
Minister Abdul Munem Ahmad Saleh, 
who welcomed the pilgrims at the bor- 
der. the official Iraq news agency INA 
reported. 

Tehran and Baghdad agreed in 
January to work to resolve outstanding 
obstacles to the normalisation of ties. 


10 years after the end of their conflict 
in I98S that claimed hundreds of thou- 
sands of lives. 

The Iraqi charge d'affaires in Iran. 
Salah Al Samarmad. said the two 
countries were “working actively to 
settle all outstanding issues, notably 
the question of -Iraqi prisoners of war 
(PoWs) in Iran.” 

“I hope that all these issues will be 
settled bv the end of the vear.” he told 
INA. 

The issue of exchanging PoWs and 
recovering soldiers’ remains has been 
a key obstacle to normalisation of ties. 

Earlier this month. Iran and Iraq held 
a new series of meetings on exchang- 
ing remaining PoWs following a 
resumption of exchanges in April 
when more than 5.500 Iraqi prisoners 
were freed in return Tor more than 300 
Iranians. 

A total of around 53.000 Iraqi pris- 
oners and 39.000 Iranians have been 
freed since the end of the 1980- 1 9SS 
conflict. 

Before the six-day operation in 
April. Tehran said at least 5.000 
Iranians were still detained in Iraq, 
while Baghdad said it had released all 
PoWs esccpl the pilot and that 20.000 
Iraqis were still being held in Iran. 


Israeli peace activists help 
rebuild torn-down Arab house 


ANATA tAFPl — Some 30 Israeli 
peace activists on Saturday again 
helped Palestinians rebuild a house 
torn down by the Israeli army after 
tlieir first reconstruction efforts 
were demolished by soldiers. 

The members of the “Israeli 
Committee Opposing the Tearing 
Down of Houses” were joined by 
five American peace activists as 
they used shovels to clear away 
rubble in preparation for another 
round of rebuilding. 

The house, situated hv the village 


of Anata. near the Shuafat refugee 
camp in cast Jerusalem, belonged 
to Salim Shawamra. a builder and 
father of six. 

The army initially tore down the 
house July 4 saying it had been 
built without permission, provok- 
ing clashes with Palestinian resi- 
dents. 

After it was partially rebuilt with 
help from Israeli peace activists, 
soldiers again demolished it early 
this month. 

Accordine to the Palestinian 


Land and Environment Committee. 
Israel has destroyed hh2 houses 
since the 1493 Oslo accords, most 
of them since the right-wing Likud 
Party came to power two years ago. 

Israeli authorities have ordered 
the destruction of 2JI0fl other 
houses on the basis they were built 
without permits. 

Palestinians say that they arc 
forced to build without permits due 
to the difficulty of obtaining per- 
mission from Israeli military 
authorities. 



FA1ROUZ AT JUPITER’S TEMPLE; Famous singer Fairouz sings during her perfor- 
mance in the courtyard of the Roman Temple of Jupiter in Baalbek on Friday. Fairouz 
opened the 12th International Festival of Baalbek for the first time in the festival's 24 
year history. This is the second successive year of the festival's revival since the dvil war 
ended in 1990 (Reuters photo) 


Fairouz sings at Baalbek 


after 24-year absence 


BAALBEK (AP) — Fairouz. 
one of the Arab World’s most 
popular singers. captiwUed 
fans with her tlrsl performance 
at the Roman ruins iff B;udbek 
in nearly a quarter of a century. 

The Lebanese singer, who 
rose to fame in the ilays ivfone 
Lebanon’s bmtal 15 year civil 
war. sang here Friday for the 
first lime since 1974. the year - 
before the war began. 

She is to perform for six 
more nights. 

Fairouz is participating in the 
Baalbek Intematioreil Festival, 
which continues until Aug. 29. 

The Roman ruins al Baalbek. 
85 kilometres northeast of 
Beirut, are a popular tourist 
site. But during the war. they 
were shunned by foreigners 
and locals alike Ivcause tin.' 
nearby town was a stronglinld 
of Islamists, tin nips fused 
tltere were blamed lor the kid- 
nappings * ■! Westerners during 
the war. 


Tlie festival resumed last 


year after tlie government 


restored its authority over most 
of the OHintry. Fairouz didn't 
perform then because of a dis- 
pute over salaries. 

Faimu/’s return to the 
Baalbek festival was viewed us 
a further sign of Lebanon's 
post-war recovery. 

She opened Friday to a sell- 
out crowd of 4.000 people 
under die towering floodlit 
columns of die Temple of 
Jupiter. 

"Baalbek of die past has 
relumed," said Ma/en Haidar, 
a frO-year-old husinessnun 
wlu> held back tears when 
Fairouz ap|vars on stage, 
dressed in white and illuminat- 
ed by a single spot light. 

Some in tlie audience wept 
wlvn she sang "B.udhek. I'm a 
candle in your steps.” a nostal- 
gic wine ahoui pre-war days in 
1 cK'inon. 

Mans# mu and lilias RahK-mi. 


brothers of Fairouz’s late hus- 
band Assi. who had directed 
her work, also were there. 

"I am happy with Fairouz's 
return to Baalbek.” stud Elias 
Rahbani. who also is a musi- 
cian. “The people's turnout and 
their rush to attend her concert 
is natural." President Elias 
Hrawi attended the show', 
along with cabinet ministers 
and members of parliament. 

After the three-hour concert. 
Hrawi hugged Fairouz and 
said: "You are the opera of 
Baalbek. Festivals should start 
with you because you have 
become a part of Lebanon's 
history." This year's festival — 
the biggest since the civil war 
— includes American jazz per- 
formers and a German orches- 
tra. 

Tickets fur each performance 
range in priii* from $20 to 


M.V. 


Yemeni tribesmen shoot at police 


SANAA < *\H*t - Yemeni 

tnKrsmen residing a police 
er,R'kd*n\n oil the illeg.il c.u ly- 
ing ol weapons trailed stmts 
w ith nfliccr* lil tlie snirfh « if tlie 
capital S.itiinljy w ilium! any 
CJStuftiCv 

Police said tiic "Inning broke 
mil wiien lour armed men 
acoMiipanxing a tnhal <tUieial 
refused lit IwnJ user liicir assault 
rifles at a police clhxkpmnl in 
U»e neighb mrtundol Al Saha. 

Polio.* umf<mvnH*nK rushed 
hi i lie scene ;uid the tour wen: 
itnvsied. police said. 

Yemeni police began veiling 
up checkpoint-, and earning mi! 
vehicle seatvlK-s brid.iv u» Sanaa 
and other major cities m an 


effort to cr.ick down on people 
illegally carrying lireann*.. 

Yemeni « >lfici:ils gave no word 
on | km long the searches would 
o i! ilium*, saying they were pin 
of a new c.impuigri u» slop peo- 
ple Lurrying; fiiviams waJifUt 
jvmnvsion Iroin tlie govern- 
ment. 

Pol iee said that limns, tilth ot 
i [legal f y carried u oapi ms. 

iih. Imling automatic titles and 
pistols. Iiave been confiscated 
since rlie campaign began 
t. tflievrs said die .sin * *t( nit with 
die lour tribesmen was tlie first 
incident of its kind 
11 k* government said 
nuirsday dial itcnecfnillt only 
(Ik* inferior mini -try v.cmld have 


authority to issue pennits for 
carrying weapons to civilians, 
military police and members of 
dsc anned forces. 

Camp ngns over the last three 
>e.irs against illegal carrying of 
anus had lamely failed due to 
Uk* ntimbet of different goveni- 
HK-nt offices empow ered to issue 
pcmnis. 

'IK 1 interior minis! ry has esti- 
mated that some 60 million 
weapons are in the hands of 
ei\ iii.ms. an average of timx* 
weapon* for each of Yemen's 
1*75 million inhabitants. 

Yemen's tribes arc heavily 
armed and exercise effective 
control of many areas outside 
iIk* main population centre-. 


Greens battle construction boom sweeping Lebanese coastline 


By Asmara Achcar 

Avcncc France Press? 


RUT — Lebanon's 
stlinc. home to ancient 
is and a fragile ecosys- 
. is undergoing a post- 
construction boom that 
Iramatically altering its 
rarancc and infuriating 
ronmenlalisLv 
te new boom continues 
espread illegal building 
ig the coast during 
anon's chaotic 1975- 
J civil war and is spot- 
the seaside with ever- 
easing numbers of ugly 
unauthorised commer- 
sites. 

cation complexes, oil 
ice facilities, commer- 
buildings. factories and 


a giant chicken farm have 
ail found their way to the 
seashore, even as major pri- 
vate promoters try to wrest 
hundreds of more acres 
from the sea by filling them 
in for new construction 


sites. 

The building boom has 
already appropriated some 
15 per cent of the littoral, 
according to a study last 
year by the transportation 
ministry, which is responsi- 
ble for maritime and coastal 
affairs. 

The study lists 1,465 
cases of unauthorised build- 
ing along the coast as of one 
year ago. 

“We are moving towards 
the complete privatisation 
of the coast, which is 


already punctuated by pri- 
vate projects, and towards 
stripping people of their 
inaiienabie right to enjoy 
the seaside.” says urban 
planner Jad Tabct. 

The uncontrolled building 
boom pits some of tlie most 
powerful figures in 
Lebanon against a handful 
of ecologists and archaeolo- 
gists. 

Among the big name 
builders are Interior 
Minister Michel Mum the 
brother and wife of Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri. 
Parliamentary Speaker 
Nabih Beni, ambassadors, 
and even a Kuwaiti 
princess, according to the 
government srudv. 

“Thanks to 'UNESCO. 


•world heritage sites’ like 
Bybios jin the north i and 
Tyre 1 in the south J have 
escaped the disaster, but for 
how long?” says Abdallah 
Zakhia. an environmental 
and human rights lawyer. 

The environmentalists 
have reason to worry. Just 
off the 6.0O0- year-old site 
of ancient By bios. de\ elop- 
ers have begun constructing 
u jetty for luxury yachts. 
The construction is now- 
frozen but the jetty itself is 
only a small pan of a devel- 
opment project which is to 
cover an area lour times the 
size of the ancient port. 
Tabet says. 

In an effort to preserve the 
coast, environmental asso- 
ciations and Lebanon's 


Order of Architects iceentlv 
fought Kick a hill m parlia- 
ment winch would have 
imposed only wrist slaps on 

promoters \ rol.itmg /ooing 

laws. 

The environmentalists 
fault the government lor 
creating part of the problem 
by iiirmnji over major con- 
struction projects to private 
promoters due to lack of 
public funds. 

In Bcirui. flu* private 
Solidere company h.i> been 
racing since to wrest 
W hectares from the sea lor 
new construction space in 
the capital. The company i> 
also responsible for recon- 
structing the city centre. 

In .six coastal locations 
just north of Beirut, two 


more companies are filling 
in the M*a for bind: Luiorncl. 
which hopes to fill in 2011 
hectares and flic Joseph 
Khoury Company which is 
aiming for half that amount. 

Zak!iia says that the gov- 
ernment's policy of turning 
over projects to promoter* 
is privatising public land 
and catering to the interests 
of a “well-heeled minority.” 

But the government 
rejects lhc.chiirgev. 

“There is no privatisation , 
and we arc providing a 
public service to citizens by- 
taking care of the coast and 
moving oil storage facilities 
away from the population 
( centres J,“ says I mad 

Nawwman, director general 
of the transport ministry. 


Environmentalists have 
repeatedly called tY» r the 
government to put firmer 
guidelines nn developing 
coastal areas. 

"Private investment is not 
had in itself, but we 
absolutely need a master 
plan which codifies how 
coastal lands are used.” 
label says. 

But any governmental 
muster plan still looks at 
least two years avvav. 

“We have been preparing 
an overall plan over the luCi 
year and it should be reads 
two years from now.” savV 
Wdl'au Sharafeddin. an offi- 
£! al at the Council for 
Development and 

Kccc instruct ion. 


Britons prefer 
'Beatles’ — 
who else? 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Asking 5.000 Britons to 
rank the top singers and 
bands of all time was only 
ever going to put one group 
at the apex of the pyramid: 
Tie Beatles, of course. 
Who else? And so it was 
when the biggest-ever poll 
on Britain's favourite 
crooners was published 
Friday. Followed well 
behind by Elvis Presley 
and Frank Sinatra, then 
Queen and Ellon John. The 
spectacularly merchan- 
dised Spice Girls won the 
58th position, despite hav- 
ing faded into obscurity 
since. Oasis, occupies the 
eighth spot. 


Dream travelling 
companions? 
Thatcher at 
bottom of list! 


ROME (AFP) — German 
supermodel Claudia 
Schiffer and actor-director 
Roberto Benigni are dream 
travelling companions for 
Italians, but a trip with 
“Iron Lady” Margaret 
Thatcher would get less 
than two per cent going, a 
survey showed. Almost 44 
per cent of 396 Italian men 
polled picked blonde 
bombshell Schiffer as 
worth packing their suit- 
case for. Twenty-one per 
cent chose Princess 
Caroline of Monaco, and 
12 per cent screen siren 
Sophia Loren. Just 1.7 per 
cent said ageing ex-British 
Prime Minister Thatcher 
was the stuff their holiday 
dreams were made of. 


Pele becomes 
a reluctant 
grandfather 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) 
— Brazilian football great 
Pcic became a reluctant 
grandfather Friday when 
his "daughter” cave birth to 
a girl, the Brazilian news 
service Estado reported. 
Pele did not recognise 
Sandra Machado Arantes 
do Nascimento Felinto as 
his daughter until court rul- 
ing forced him to do so in 
1991. A DNA test present- 
ed in the paternity suit 
against Pole proved that 
Machado was his daughter, 
and legally entitled to use 
his last name. 


Streep takes 
lead role after 
Madonna quits 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Meryl Streep has accepted 
the lead role in a movie 
about a violin teacher after 
Madonna abandoned the 
project. Streep will lake 
over the lead role in ”50 
Violins.” playing Roberta 
T/avanis. an East Harlem 
violin teacher who trained 
a number of inner-eft)' 
hope tuls. some of whom 
reached Carnegie Hall 
standards. Tlie movie was 
several months into pre- 
production when Madonna 
quit in July after creative 
differences with director 
Wes Craven. 


Bill Gates — a 
lousy driver 


NEW YORK f AP) — Tl* 
information superhighway 
is apparently not the only 
place where Microsoft 
Chairman Bill Cates h® 5, 
been caught speeding. A 
police photograph frotn a 
1 977 arrest For bad driving 
on the cover of ^ 
September issue of 
Content magazine I 1 *? 
drawn attention to a driving 
record that Is bltfinisbc® 
with two 1970s arrests fa 
New Mexico and a third in 
California. Gates 
arrested in 1975 lor speed- 
ing and driving wilbofa 3 
licence, and in 1 977 ' ft*' 
running a stop sign and di- 
ving without a licence- Hi 
was arrested again in t*™ 
in California on suspfe^* 1 
of drunken driving. 
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Bi Francesca Ciriac 

y,i nun Tiwfs $&!? 


1)0U\ — Hi' Majesty Ki 
3 to delegated ro HRH 
,Sec Ikesan.” the Regent, tb 
•timanew emment anc 
.n mini -ter*.. • <fficials said on 
iSf.al Lfaee issued on A 
a 1 published m the Official 
-ctL-) empowers the Re 
»i demand the resigns 
awv jnd the prime minist 
lx’ 'nlins to the Royal D 
.vrf which ujn made ava 
Jordan Timev the only po\ 
|-jm i.ubide the scope 
jurhi'rio are enteri 
**• and amending the Con? 

Ri»;al C*ecrce was aime 
:i!k Regent adequate auth 
j the c -uniry during the 
w. «->ne<-'ftkij! saict 
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■•Mier the King’s unprec 
••wnallftl that a • 


ignalled that a gov 
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. -,lflullJ rjl her be interpret! 
yw ft.' ensure that state af 
'* Med d,l ^n while the 
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